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tte pulpit, and with the hope of pu- 
moting the cauſe | | | 
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J have long, my Lord, conſidered 
mthe prevailing form of our pulpit- 
5 addreſſes, as little calculated to do 
good, as founded upon wrong prin- 
| ciples, and directed to wrong ends, 

I thought them ſo, at my firſt en- 
terance upon the Clerical Office. 
Experience has ſince confirmed what 
| Speculation ſurmiſed... And I. wiſh 
much to ſee a reformation begun, 
in this leading point of Miniſterial 


ny Conduct. 


The genius of our nation has been 
ediy remarked to have a ſtronger 
tinctpre of phlegm, in it, than that 
of our immediate neighbours to the 
South. This ruling bias of our tem- 
per we may trace, if we pleaſe, witk 
an author of more celebrity than 
merit, to the nature of our climate; 
and ſo build up an eee war hy 


F Monteſyuieu,” a T 
L | — 


LY 


brpfe nr | 


is directly contradicted by fats," We 
may therefore" refer it, with a more 
philoſophical conjecture, to the well- 
known incidents of our Fiſtory 3 to 
that large transfuſion of German 
blood into our veins, w ich Was 
made at the ſettlements of the Sax- 
ons and Danes among us. But 
theſe, or any other, ſchemes of ac. 
counting mechanically for the diſeri- 
minating temperament of kingdoms,” 
are all; I am convinced, chimerica!l 
and vain, fabricated merely by the 
fanciful part of our underſtanding, 555 
and rejected by the ſeverer the mo- 
ment it examines them ſtrictly. The 
different characters of nations reſult 
from the ſame principle, asthe differ- 
ent characters of individuals; from 
thoſe deep and ſtrong lineaments of 
foul, which are impreſſed vpon it at t 
firſt by the hand of its Almigh | 
Former. He has thrown a fade HY 
(i ö A 3 5 e 1 
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thovghtſulneſs into the original ten. 
ture of the Romans, the Italians, the 
Spaniards, the Germans, and the 


Engliſh; while he has dreſt ovp the 
ancient Athenians, and the preſent 


French, with a mixture of livelier 
colours. And he bas done both, 
no doubt, for thoſe myſterious pur- 
poſes | of his Providence, for Which 
he fo wonderfully diverſifies the per- 


ſonal tempers of men, and which 


can: be comprehended only by the 
ALL-wisE Minp that ſuggeſted them. 


But, whatever is the cauſe of our 


phlegm, the effect is too obvious not 


to be ſeen by foreigners, and too” 


powerful not to be felt by ourſelves. 


And it has had a particular nee 5 


oor hy Sermons 4 che Hang, - 


This native \ferioataety of ſpirit * 
perhaps the propereſt ſoil, forall the 


G48 60d ables in public life, in 


literature, 


pabrexitibf 5 * 


5 1 and in religion. But then 
i neceſſarily takes its direction from 
a variety of external cauſes, The 
military conſtitution of Rome, and 
the military. eſtabliſhments df the 
Feudal ages, threw it wholly into 
war at firſt. For many centuries it 
expended itſelf, amongſt the Romans 
and all their kindred nations of mo · 
dern times, in deeds of ſanguinary 
- heroiſm, Its progreſs in literature, 
therefore, was very flow. And, what 
appears ſurpriſing on à review 
of its literary advances. among our- 
ſelves, even our poetry, and even 
our tragic and epic poetry, was 
carried to a very high degree of ex- 
cellence; at a time when our hiſto- 


tries were ſaddened over with the veil 


of dulneſs, and when our ſermons 
were buried in the clouds and miſts 
of it. But that long courſe of pro- 
- wit which exalted our jland to 

ee | * e 
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fuch a wonderful pitch of power, 
riches, and glory, has naturally 
operated to lend a new ſpring to the 
ſpirits, and to breathe a new life into 
the literature, of the whole. Thoſe 5 
middle ſtrains of poetry, which dig- 
nified the names of their writers | 
- eighty or a hundred. years ago, are 
now reached by almoſt every f inge- 
nious ſchool-boy in the kingdom. 
Even hiſtory has lately been written 
with a vivacity and a forcibleneſs, 
that were never known among us be- 
fore, and raiſe us equal to the an- 
_ cients. And our Sermons are the 
| only compoſitions, which have: ſhared 
but little in the growing ſprightlineſs 
of the nation, and ſtill ſtand at a 
5 Ae nn the, ancient RS. ITY 
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For a a pet 5 the ew 
gains the church-diſcourſes, of 
our PREY: ſeem to have been the 
N | drieſt 


4 8 4 +4 
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fiend the dulleſt addreſſes, that 
were ever made to a popular aſſembly. 
A poor play upon words, a mere 

ſplitting of hairs, an involution” of 
diviſions within diviſions, quotations | 
from'the' Vulgate tranſlation, qudta- 
tions from the Greek original, quo- 
tations from the Scholiaſt upon the 
latter, all minced and carved in the 
maoſt fantaſtical "faſhions, make up 
the body, and the ſoul too, of 
the celebrated compoſitions among · 
them . They are particularly ſtif- 
fened over with the ice of ſchola- 
ſtic learning. A polar froſt reigns 
throughout. And one cannot but 
pity the people, ho were to derive ſo 
much of their inſpiriting warmth in 
religion, from ſuch a freezing power. 
Only the feelings of the people, F 
ſuppoſe, were in a juſt proportion to 
_ very: of their 1 And 


| 7 18 M Biſhop Andrews a be. g pa ; 
the 


3 


\ * 


1 


7 
{ 
1 
£139 
1 
* 
Cl 
: 
4 
i 
} 
17 
'' 
'L; 
628 - 
any 
4 4 G N 
4 f 
{N87 
. if 
1 4 
Fl 
414 
if 
#3; 
14 
- 389 
i 
4 \ # 
H . 
+ EIS 
11 
n 
4 
1 
4 1 
£ 


. 6 ; Fo $1 
* ? 4 
; , 7 RF 338 6 * oe 2 . 
N D E D 1 -A T FONG 
2 1 ig” 5 © * N NO $$ . 10 


> 


the ſtate of religion at the time, pets 
| haps, required , more of the. light « of 
inſtruction, than of the fire. of 61. 
hortation. FO 


In chis dead ſtyle af our Setmong 
a new mode was adopted by the Diſ- 


ſenters; . Enthufiaſm now did in res 


ligion; what Genius had done in 


poetry before. It ſtimulated the ſos 


ber ſpirits of the nation into the live: 
lieſt exertions. It even did this; 


with an additional load upon them 


from the gloomy hereſy of Calvi- 
niſm; And a warm; . impaſſioned 


kind of oratory prevailed univerſally 
in the conventicle. It there wrought 
wonderful effects. It thundered, and 


it lightened; in its on element of 


turbulence. It carried the common 


people along with it. It hurried 


them into ſchiſm, ſedition, : re- 
aan It ſent them 1 In arms t 
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2 their ſovereign with © a controuling i 
„ horrour on their ſpirits /. And 
it terminated its career at laſt, i in the 

ſubverſion * our hureh and mo- 


darch. 1 WENT wy 


* This Creator. 3 of the 
power of the pulpit, when directed 
| fo engage the paſſions and ta agitate 
| the ſoul, ſhovld have carried eonvic- 
= wth 3 it to the minds of the na- 
It ſhould have induced the 
E eſpecially, to purſue the . 
conduct of the Diſſenting Teachers 
en a better plan, to catch a portion 
| of their fire, and to preſent it at the 
real altars of religion. But ſo little 
is the human underſtanding influ- 
enced by reaſon, that the very ſuc- 
| ceſs of thoſe Teachers prevented 
FE mm imitation of them. "They: had 


44% Lord Clarendon, from the confeſſion of ; 
ſome of them. 
| | abuſed 
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abused che natural cher oY the 
pulpit. They had turned it into an 
inſtrument of diſtraction to the na- 
tion. They had ſwept reaſon and 
religion before it. And therefore 
the preaching of the Clergy went on, 
; 3 forks in its ancient manner * 


Wi 13 
7 i 30 10 


Vet the remper of the- kingdom * 
ee up in the ſunſhine of the 
| Reſtoration, and a freer vivacity per- 


. vading all ranks and orders of men; 
the genius of the pulpit began to 
throw off many of its clogs, and to 
move with greater briſkneſs there: 
The dull diſquiſition concerning the 
verſions of the text, the drawling 
concatenation of it with the context, 
and the enormous'drag-chain of di- 
viſions ; nearly all the formality, and 
EA al the Pate were laid 6 


AS; see ſome of Dye" Adam Littleron's Ser 
mons, Kc. 


RULE | aſide 


= TRE I CA TIN wat 
= 16050 by degrees. The ſight of a 
ſovereign, lively, ſhrewd, and witty, 
| and the preſence- of a court formed 
by his example, and ſharing in his 
| ſpirit, introduced the reſormation 
firſt at the fountain head, I think, 
and carried it from thence through + 
the kingdom. And a vein of good- 
ſenſe, juſt criticiſms upon Scripture, 
and manly obſervations on life, be- 
gan to take place in the pulpit. 
This was the grand æra of emanci- 
pation to the oratory of the church. 
It has accordingly, been celebrated as 
ſuch by the voice of the public. 
And the Sermons of TiLLorsox, 
particularly, have been long conſi- 
dered as patterns for all ſucceedin 8 
writings. But common opinions ſel- 
dom are. critically juſt upon literary 
ſubjects. The firſt great change, 
which is happily effected in any pub- 
lic conduct, is marked by every eye, 


1 aun, Ft every. tongue: 
while the improvements, whieh are 


afterwards made upon that change, 


rarely catch the attention of the 
many, however important. And 
the Sermons of TIITO TSO, I may 


venture to aſſert, have been exceed- 


ed in all their characteriſtie excel- 
lencies, by a variety of diſcourſes 


fince. We have even had ſome 


lately, which in elegance of Jan- 
guage, in delicacy of fentiment, and 
in deep infight into the windings of 


the human heart, are ſuperiour, | * W 
believe, to thoſe of uy other: age * 


e 


ing, however, we are far, very far 
from perfection. This may ſeem a 


bold cenſure upon the taſte of our 


preachers, and the judgment of their 
"ODE Mey, © ee 


admirers, 


n b om „ — 
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admiters. But it is not a raſh one, 
I hope. And bold cenſures are al- 
ways neceſſary to the production of 


reformations. We are yet, I repeat 


therefore, very far from perfection in 
the preſent ſtate of preaching among 
us. "We have a large portion of the 

L national phlegm ſtill preſiding over 

| the pulpit. And our addreſſes 
_ thence are almoſt as little calculated 
W to win the heart, to cap- 
| >affions, and to compel 

men into er ; as ever they were, 
even in the drieſt and dulleſt periods 
of our church · eloquence. That ſome, 
that ſeveral of our later Sermons do 
indeed touch the ſtring of the affec - 
clans at times, it would be unjuſt to 
deny. But that they touch it fre- 


as to make it vibrate ſtrongly to the 


heart and ſoul; it would be more 
5 e ag unjuſt 
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ae of them never e at ut 
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unjuſk to allow. Some of them „ 


with a gentle and tranſitory feeling- 


neſs to our paſſions. And the _ 


0 Phat ; line e of gare 


of mons, which have iſſued from the 


Preſs within the laſt fifty years, are 


purely didactic in their plan, and 


merely ſentimental in their execu- 


tion. They are all of them didactic, 


from the radical coldneſs of our na- 


tional ſpirit. And they are ſome of 
them ſentimental lately, from the 
more airy and philoſophizing taſte 
of the times. But they are not af- 
fectionate. They are not impaſſion- 5 
ed. They “ play round the head, 
e but come not to the heart.” Or, if 


they ſometimes come to it, they 


reach it not in thoſe ſtrong ſtrokes, 
in thoſe deep and awful gaſhes,' which 


conſtitute che very eſſence of effec- | 
. 51 . = tive 
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gor oratory; änd which the elebatetl 
ſpirit of the Goſpel is fo directly cal- 
culated to give. "They almoſt al- 

rays apply thetnſelves to the reaſon. 
rey therefore {peak in a ſtrait of 
Hifohal « refinemetir, * They forget 
the livelier part of man, his 3 paſ- 
ſions. And they bverlook the 101 
active, the moſt 3 walk 


| -of the buinin frame. 


TR KITES. 136446 724] 


This is an Errour, ure to be Oy 
9 focteſs of ut preaching” for 
| ever. While we are engaged in 
9 reaſoning witli the head, the heart 
F — * totally unconcerned in the 
| bufitteſs: © The former may be con- 
vinded, but the latter will not be 
C0 ver ted. And wo the great yul- 
r gat and the ſmall” of our congre- | 
: tions, will for ever hear us with a 
ool indifference to what we are ay 
ing, and will Tor ever go on in a 
* i a 5 Practical 
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practical defiance of what we have 
told them. The ſmall vulgar will 
eſpecially do ſo. Theſe make up 


the bulk of our congregations. Even 


in towns, even in the capital, even 
in the inns of court there, three- 


fourths of our hearers are neceſſarily 


employed upon the lower arts of life; 


with minds wholly eſtranged to reli - 


gious ſpeculation, and with ſpirits. 
wildly afloat after pleaſure and after 
intereſt, And are, theſe the Beings, 
to whom we ſhould addreſs — conf 
in a high-wrought. delicacy. of ſenti- 
ment concerning religion, and in 
deep and laboured diſquiſitions about 
the heart of man? No, ſurely l Such 
reaſonings may be the ambroſia and 
the nectar of the Gods. But they 
are too unſubſtantial food ſor mor- 
tals; for fallen, corrupted, ſinning 
mortals, They are ſo, even for the 


malt improved nden among 
us, 


24 22 
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us, in this our common ſtate of de- 
gradation here. And they are pe- 
culiarly ſo for the great maſs of 
= mankind, who come under the care 
of their preachers, all rude and glow- 
ing from the furnace of nature, and 
wanting to be formed into ſhape and 
value, by the. a n cog : 

Fe chem. yo ee 


Our 8 a bins mah 
a very falſe eſtimate of the nature of 
man. They have conſidered their 
congregations as Pure Intellects, di- 
veſted of paſſions, and as Unfallen - 
Beings, not tainted by corruption. 
In practice they have done this, 
though in oy they acknowledged : 
the contrary.” So much has folly. 
overpowered conviction l And they. 
have addreſſed their ' diſcourſes ac- 


un of "Rows: for- they are fallen, 


2 2 EE © 


cordingly, not to the ſons and daugh- + rg 
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raw te che _ children 
of Heaven, for they have paffions'; 
but to exiſtences of a different kind 


from both, the fairy race of incy, | 
and the equivocal generation of the ” 


They have therefore 
caught a particle of that power and 
efficacy; which the Pulpit once ob- 
_ rained in this ifland, which the Pul- 
pr has always poſſeſſed in other 


countries, in France eſpecially, and 


which it will naturally poſſeſs in all. 
Indeed the preacher and his people 
are now ſettled into an eafy kind of 


aſfurance, That all the wonders re- 4 


lated of its operations were and are 
_— e n, the 

When in — D. 1 rer a 
diſpaſſionate ſtrain of preaching 


affected by all. The warm, the 


ſtrong, the ſublime of oratory, witlr 


ef ie of 
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and of preſent times have carried 
ſuch ſway in the world, and Which 


the Goſpel ſo peculiarly ſuggeſts to 


the tongues of its orators, are all ex; 


cluded from the Pulpit. We Rudi, | 


_ ouſly avoid to enter the high regions 
ol eloquence, and to graſp the bolt, 
and to: dart the lightning, of the 
ä Goſpel there. We keep W 

in a lower kind of atmoſphere. 


love to amuſe ourſelves and = 
congregations, with catehing the 

meteors that dance and glitter in it: 

And our ſucceſs upon the hearts of = 


our 0 18 pee g ue 15 h | | | 
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the mixed numbers of a congregas | 
tion, is of a mixed kind itſelf. It 
conſiſts, I apprehend, not in ele 
gance of language, not in refine». 
. of ee and not in no. | 
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lie level to the common intellects of 

mankind, in addrefſes that 80 di- 

rectly to their feelings, and in à bold, 

| - _ Pointed, and Popular language to 

cConvey them. This is the kind of 
oratory, which in all ages has played 
its magic ſlights ſo ſucceſsfully upon 
the heart of man. This is the kind 
of oratory, with which Chriſtianity 
ſo effectually arms its preachers. 
The tremendous ſanctions of its 
laws; the infinite ſcope which it 
there gives to our hopes, in the 
eternal felicities of Heaven; and 
the infinite rack with which it there 

1 ſtretches and ſtrains out our fears, in 

| the everlaſting miſeries of Hell; 


| carry the power of this magic of the 
| mind, vaſtly beyond any thing that 


can be furniſhed from the ſcenes of 

earth. What is the ruin of an Em- 
pire, to the deſtruction of a World? 

A is the * of Liberty? in 
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a nation, to the perdition of munen 
of jenmorcal Spirits? What is the 
murder of a Cæſar, the anguiſh of an 
Othello, or the agony of a Lear, to 


the: terrours, the ſhrieks, and the 


groans of a condemned ſoul in eter- 
nity ?- Yer theſe, the grand engines 
of operation upon the hearts of the 
multitude, are almoſt by general con- 
ſent left unhandled by our brethren. 
They borrow weapons, flight, ſnin- 
ing, and indeciſive, from the pett7ß 
armouries of man. But the Batter 
ing Rams of the Goſpel, the Heavy 
Artillery from the arſenals of Hea- 
ven, they never attempt to uſe. And, 
wWdile all the other preachers of Chriſt- 
endom are wielding them to the beſt 
af their ſkill and power, they are 
conſidered amongſt ourſelves; as un- 
fit to be brought into the field by 
an elegant preacher, and only cal- 
. LO for the rude exerciſes of 
1 a 5 ; meghige: 
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mechanics in their Meet! ky 
ſtrangely can phlegm, can faſnion 
founded W it, diſtort the under: 
ſtandings of men]! The fantaſtical 
declaration of. that petit maitre in 
preaching, who would not men: 
* tion Hell to ears polite,” and who 
a juſtly incurred a ſtrong ri 
for it, is yet realized by our modiſſ 
tribe of clergy at preſent. And — 
the grand deſtinations of man in the 
Soriptures, and particularly the woes, 
the agonies, the horrours of Perdi - 
tion, are ſeldom, very ſeldom dnels 
_—=_ by this 1 5 * . e * 
| Wee ahi adage ien iy 
our printed ſermons. 1 here is not 
one of any eminence: among 2 
there is only one that I can recollect 
* all *, which: dwells particularh 4 
85 e ORR 06. - 
105 92 * Coller's, prinied Fas Bell, Myra: 2%) 
a 3 en 
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1 theſe awful points; which halds 
- put'theſe tranſporting viſions, or calls 

forth theſe terrible graces, of Chriſt- 
lan oratory, and ſo puſnes in at the 
open avenues of the heart. And the 
printed ſermons give the tone to all 
our preachings. Some of the moſt 
applauded of them were evidently, in | 
their very firſt formation, deſigned 
for the preis; though they: paſſed 
2 the pulpic to it. Many, 
and perhaps even ſome of theſe m0 
created diſcourſes, are every Sunday 
returning into our churches again. . 
And l the reſt are modelled after them. 
With ſuch a ſecret, though power- 
ful, influence does the preſs operate 
back upon the pulpit} And of ſo 
much conſequence is it, in attempt- 
ing to ſubſtitute a new mode of 
preaching in the room of the pre- 
| "—l not e to FO out the 
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— 


ee Chon ˙ They 
are all upon the ſanctions of Chriſt- 
janity. I have purſued. the ſolemn. | 
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abſurdity. of the one, but alſo to 


give a an ee he _ 
This bans hens ating 1 eee 


ſubject with a kind of hiſtorical re- 


gularity, leading the mind progreſſ- 


ively through Death, and through 
Judgment, to the grand conſum - 
mations of Both in Heaven and in 
Hell. I have dwelt upon each of 


theſe ſtates in ſucceſſion. But 1 


have not grouped my repreſentati tions 
of any of them. General images 
carry only a trifling impreſſion with 
them. Little particulars, properly 
ſelected and arranged, do much more 
execution. I have therefore been as 


particular as I could. I have ſingled 
out ſuch circumſtances in each, as 


riſe 
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viſe 0 readily to our imaginations 

in the ſurvey, as ſtrike moſt ſtrongly 
upon our ſpirits in the appearance, 
or are ſuggeſted by the piftureſque 
language of Scripture. And I have 
endeavoured to delineate the joys and 
the terrours of all in thoſe forcible . 
colours, which may make the reader 
immediately preſent to the ſcene de- 
| ſcribed, and ſo enable it to act upon 
him pak e en, LEN _ 


1 la Vo I * 8 of 
the diviſions, which are ſtill retained 
in the beſt of our printed Sermons. 
They are only the remains of the old 
formality. They are plainly unneceſ- 
fary, in the ſize of modern diſcourſes. - 
And, as they have little countenance 
from the practices of ancient orators, 
ſo are they contrary; in my opinion, 


n the e of genuine elo- 
| quence, 
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quence, / But I have preſerved thoſe 
forms of compellation, which are 
wholly omitted in publications, and 
therefore are omitted generally by 
the pulpit. They ſeem to be' abſo- 
lotely requiſite in / oratory that is 
addreſſed to à body of people, re- 
quiſite to diſtinguiſh a Sermor 
ſpoken to them from a lecture mere- 
Iy recited before them. And they 
are uniformly preſerved in all the 
printed orations of antiquity. I 
have alſo uſed that kind of language 
in the whole, which a heart deeply 
impreſſed with its ſubje&t naturally 
foggeſted to my pen; ſuch, I am 
perſuaded, as is 'congenial to the 
only true oratory, that of the heart; 
and ſuch, I believe, as may be aptly 


| eee by > thoſe 5 gh an 
Fope, j 


'A ſtrong expreſſion moſt he ſeem'd t t affect, | 
"ue TOTO and there diſclos'd a braye 2 
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of! ä this manner, the 
Sermönszk truſt, have done ſome 
good to the congregation for which 
they were compoſed. And, being 
publiſhed on theſe principles, I hope 
they will equally do good to others. 
They are caleulated; 1 think, to call 
the Clergy to the only judicious plan 

of preaching, the affectionate, the 
warm, and the impaſſioned. They 
ate certainly calculated, if I may 
judge from my own feelings, to ſerve 
the important intereſts of religion 

among vs. And that man muſt 
have a low way of thinking indeed, 

who would not prefer two ſuch ob- 

jects as theſe, to any which he could 


find for himſelf-io- al the ſtores of 
men i, 


be L 23 W t'P haf 


Being written and 3 with 
theſe views, my Lord, they are in 


ſeribed to your Lordſhip as the, | 
. who, 


—— —— — — . —-̃ ͤ ͤ —— —2——2 4" 
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who, I preſume from your Charges, 
' wiſhes much for a reformation in the 


mode of preaching; and who, I am 


g perſuaded from the temper of your 
life, is warmly earneſt for the reli- 


LL gious happineſs of man. And that 


your Lordſhip may live to promote 


this reformation and. this happineſs, 
and therefore may con tinue long to 


your Dioceſs the Con DxscxD 
Friexp and the Reverted FarhER 
of your Clergy, is the wiſh,” 


Mr Lonb, 3 
fr of your Lordſhip 3 
moſt dutiful Son 
and Servant, 


„ Warrasru. OD 


Rap Hes Fo 
Nov. 25, 1782. 
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— 137, line 16, for ideotlike read idiotlike. 
— 249 — 45 To dele through t the merits of 
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— 174. line 1, for ideot read idiot. 
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ti 18 pp unto Men once to die, but after 7 
this the Judgment. . ya 


4, a 


2 T: A KE theſe well-known words of 
1 Seripture, in order to ſpeak to you 
. upon ſome well-known Subjects from 
them. The thoughts of Death and. Judg- 
ment are continually ineulcated by the Go- 
ſpel. And they cannot be inculcated too 
often by the Preachers of it. They form 
that grand principle of Chriſtianity, on 
which the whole frame of Practical Reli- 
gion naturally teſts, and which muſt for 
ever ſtand the ſettled center of all our hopes 
and fears to the cloſe of our trial upon 


» 
” # © 
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I ſhall therefore begin a courſe of Ser- 
Er upon theſe n points. F ſhall 
OT 3 endeavour 
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endeavour to lead you regularly 3 | 


the awful. ſcenes of Death, through the | 


formidable moments of Judgment, and 


through the tremendous allotments of Hea- 


ven or of Hell. And may ſo ſpeak and ye 
ſo hear, that thoſe ſcenes, thoſe moments, 


and thoſe allotments may come forward to 


your underſtanding and affections in the 
Iivelieſt manner; and rouſe every ſleeping 
ſon and daughter of ' Chriſtianity among 
you, to a more ſerious conſideration of the 
ground ye ſtand upon in life, to a more 
heartfelt reflection on the haſtening hour of 


Death, and to a ſtricter preparation for * | 
5 of TIRE, J Weed... | 7H 


"In. the 3 | deſigns of Providence, 
human body was intended to be. free 


from all the diſeaſes by which it is now 


deſtroyed, and exempt even from all the 
decays with which it is now worn away. 
Thoſe diſeaſes are purely the children of 


fin in their origin. And thoſe decays were 
all prevented by the fruit of the TREE: oF 


Lies. T his preſerves. the frame of our 
oy bodies 


0 


0 Dal, webe 45 . 


pa in 4 continual ſtate of renewed: vi- 
gour; while the cool and religious com- 
poſure of · the mind, the healthfulneſs of 
the body, and the goodneſs of the air and 
ground, kept off all thoſe poſitive diſor- 
ders, which are now ſo much oftener the 
bane of life, than the mere N oy 
nature*,—Of'ſuch a ſituation, indeed, Wwe 
can hardly form any proper notion at 90 
ſent, becauſe all that we have experienced 
of our own is ſo totally different from it. 


But we know it to have exiſted, on the 


authority of Scripture.” And we know it to 


have been deſtroyed by the introduction 


Sin. Sin entered into the world, we 
are expreſsly told by St. Paul, and 
«© DRATR BY Sin; and so DEATH PASSED | 
< UPON ALL MEN, FOR THAT ALL HAVE 
< SINNED.” + And in another place we are 
told, that THE WAGES OF SIN 18 
8 Wee t. N Death would naturally have - 


; . 
. Fe or "ihe poi of this curious ks. the Author re- 


ferred his bearers to ſome Sermons which he had lately 
preached to them. And he refers his readers for it to the 
many publications upon mp; 8 Oh RO Ow ap Lea 


bs. MG v. 12. 5 0 Romans, 1 vi. he 
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the life-giving aut © there. And, after the 
Fall, it was now appointed unto man 
& once to die: the Tree, of Life being 
withdravyn from him; and the corruptions of 
nature calling in a variety of diſeaſes, to 
foreſtall the flow workings of mortality in 
his body, and fo hs Ao: to nl 
1 lier n a 


th * 
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: Nor has. the 3 which he 
Wing away the general. curſe of the Fall, 
removed this particular puniſhment of it 
from our bodies. eee fixed 
upon us, as à branding, memorial of aur 
former rebellion, as a proper check to that 
ſpirit of the rebellion which ſtill continues 
within us, and as a neceſſary part of 2 
probationary ſtate of recovery. Men; ho- 
ever delivered from the doom of everlaſt= 


1 


nn ing miſery for their ſins, however provided 
4 by Chriſtianity with an atonement for 
j 4 their offences, and with a pardon upon their 

| 4 . penitence, are PR vicious. They are 
. ee wg in diſcaſes W them con- 
lik 
$4 


rene 
— 


e, hs Tree of ate; 1 

are debarred ; becauſe, though. the a 
might even now check the workings of 2 
natural mortality in their bodies, yet it 
could not ſave them, either from diſeaſes 
which they might have in themſelves, or 
from the injuries that might be done them 
by others. The Good, we know, bring 
5 themſelves by occaſional ex- 


They alſo inherit diſorders from 
3 leſs Vito parents. And they are 


likewiſe expoſed to the malice of the Bad, 
and ſo liable to receive bodily injuries from 


them. In a world of Fallen Beings there- 


fore, however bleſſed with the glorious - 
ſcheme of a Redemption, the influence of 
Death muſt ſtill go on; becauſe ſome ſtill 
act with all the baleful ſpirit of the Fall in 


their ſouls, becauſe even others are occa- 


ſionally acting fo likewiſe, and becauſe th 
fear of Death is the curb of God in the 
mouths of the former, and the 2 2 


Death is a uſeful m Net 
: e 


* 


. — 2 — . a 4 " , þ F : — — 
e e, eee, ee eee 


r 


6 8 E R M Oo N 1.0 
For wins reaſons, Death hath conti- 
/ reigned over the whole of the 92 
man race, from the Fall of Adam to 
preſent moment. And he will continue 
his reign to that wonderful period of our 
Human hiſtory, when „Death ſhall be 
c ſwallowed up in victory ;? when his tri- 
_ umphs over our degraded natures ſhall be 
all at an end; and when we, who are now 
the ſubjects of diſeaſe and the victims of 
mortality, ſhall break from the priſon of 
the grave, and be able to inſult over the 
long-eſtabliſhed tyrants of our race in that 
high ſtrain of Goſpel rapture, O Death, 
ce where is now thy ſting? © O Grave, 
66 nem is noto e fene py Toe on 
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r CI pats 
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r i while oy comes, the bus eject . 
of every good man's wiſh, we muſt be 

content to tread the way which all our Fa- 
thers have trod before us. The body 
muſt ſink into the grave, and the ſoul muſt . 
mount into eternity. And theſe two parts 
of our nature muſt be . e en to the eee 
of Judgment. e n n eee, 


The 


the euch to ſave ourſelves from being 


ſhocked at the ſignt of that remainder of 
the ſentence of ſin, which is executed upon 


us after death. Then all that once Was 
healthy, fair, and ſparkling is no more. 


The bloom of beauty on the cheek, the 


livelineſs of meaning in the eye, and the 
fluſh of health in the whole oountenance, 


are all loſt and ſunk i in one common maſs 


of corruption. The brow, on which the 
concerns of empire ſat, the arm, which 


could direct the ſtorm of battle, or the 


lips, that could do what is much more im- 


portant than either, that could touch 


effectually the hearts of a congregation 
with the feeling eloquence of the Go- 


ſpel, could ſhake them with its texrours, 


and could ſoothe. them with its comforts'z 
all lie reduced to the [ſame level with the 
common children of the earth, all lie en- 


during the ſame puniſhment. of the Fall, 


and all lie expecting the ſame deliverance 


from it. Some parts of their bodies, in- 5 


1 may be divided! to the Fo our Winds, 
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verſe. Rnd the hoon 2 they 


= hall claim: their ſcattered particles from = 
= every quarter of the globe, when they ſhall | 


vindicate their fugitive remains from all, 


the elements, and when the powers of 0 


Death and Deſtruction ſhall be found to 
| have deen exerciſed upon them i in vain. 


= 3 Not that e all "Ws. HED of i "IH 


raiſed up from it. Only the. main, only 
the principal, parts of it ſhall; only ſuch 
. as are requiſite to make it the ſame body. 
T A here are, ye know, many parts of our 


bodies, which are continually fyit ying. of 
from them; and the ſecret change, which 


=_ is made every day in our frames, is very 


{1 $1 dy, which are laid i in the grave, ſhall. be 


m 


wonderful. Ban; amidſt this perpetual flux 


of ſome parts, there are evidently others, 
which are fixed and unmoveable, as they 
give a continual ſameneſs to the body in 
all che different ſtages of its growth. . ra 
turn” of the countenance, particularly, re- re- 
mains conſeſſedly the ſame in eue 
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e every n of our. lives. Sod $ 


W are abiding 5 by hs: 
or place, under all the changes that hap- 
pen to the. reſt, . Theſe, theſe are the 
5 compoſe the original frame of 
our 5 Theſe are the parts, that are 

continually increaſed by growth. And 
theſe are the parts, which will be recalled 
from their long wanderings at the Reſur- 
action, and reſtored to their original 
in number, are thrown off from us every 
day, and are entering hourly into the 
fitted to further the growth of animals, and 
to increaſe the ſize of the fixed parts 
while the fixed parts themſelves muſt ever 
remain unchangeable by corruption, and 
can <0 pas _— but. EIT pro- 
ane FEE | 1 „ 


1 


fk mention ichis; the mor̃e particu- 
ys in order to obviate an Ae | 

_ "which Oe occurs to ä 5 
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and * puzzled many a ſerious Chriſtian; 
in conſidering the reſurrection of the ſame 
body. Some part of a human frame may 
be devoured by a man- eater, they know, 
and ſo form a part of his body. In the 
< Reſurrection therefore“ to which of the 
two ſhall it belong? In truth, it will be- 
long to neither. It made only an occa- . 
＋ ſional part of the body of either. It was 
= taken in for the ſupport, it was caſt off for 


| the relief, of the body. And it returns at 
j laſt into that common maſs of matter, 


from which it was derived. Should all 
a | the parts, that have ever been united in this 
manner with one of our bodies, be again 
brought together at the Reſurrection; there 
=_ could not poſſibly be room for them in the 
AY . body. But only thoſe will be raiſed from 
i „ the duſt of death,” which continued 
unchangeable through life, and which will 
equally continue wee, nen, 
death. hp 


ſwer a doubt, Which has often hung heavy 
on: the minds of the ſorrowing Good: 
While 


4 


On Death, 5 FF Ry be, TT 


While they are drooping over the grave of 
a deceaſed friend, their ſpirits are frequently 
oppreſſed with fears, That, though they 
ſhall be raiſed and made happy with him in 
heaven, yet they ſhall not no- him again; 
That the Reſurrection will ſo change and 
alter him, as that he will be utterly dil 
kinguiſhable among the crowds in bliſs. 
But this is an error as great as it is afflic-. 
tive; and ought to be removed from pure 
principles of compaſſion.— As the ſame 
body is to be raiſed from the grave that is 
laid there, it muſt appear the ſame to the 

1 of all beholders. That, which makes 

it appear the ſame through life, muſt 
equally make it appear ſo in the Refur- 
rection. The ſame fixed and unalterable 
parts remain. And they muſt continue to 
give it the ſame air, the ſame turn of 
countenance and look, as it had before. 
The whole man, therefore, muſt be as 
eaſily diſtinguiſhable by every eye that 
knew him, as ever he was in life. And 
he muſt be as capable as ever of knowing 
his friends, of receiving their kindneſſes, 
and of enjoying their company. — But let 


. 
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us not truſt to reaſoning only. Let u . 
peal to the yvAcs of Scripture. And 
| there we ſhall ſee what I have ſaid, fo plainly 
proved; that we ſhall wonder 1 en 
| came to be n, | 
When ee the W wiyih ni t and the | 
« graves were ,opened” at our Saviour's 
crucifixion, . and when ©. many bodies of 
Saints which ſlept aroſe, and came out 
<<: of their graves, after his Reſurrection;“ 
& they went, / ſays St. Matthew, into 
c the Holy Gi and APPEARED | unto 
„ many *.” _ Theſe. were ſome” good 
men, whoſe - ballen ſlept ſweetly in the 
grave, and who were ſingled out for this 5 
peculiar honour of riſing with their riſing . 
Lord. They had not been buried long. 
Their faces were yet well ænown to many 
of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. And, 
when they roſe from their graves at a little 
diſtance. from the city, they took their 
well-knowyn way into it, they repaired im- 
5 mediately to their relations and friends 
5 e n. And they! were wh . | 


533 Ro TY * 
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perſons that were remembered to have died 


and been buried; they would not have 
been ahy proof of a miraculous, reſurreQion 


a ELIF" EA 
ee meet proc at all. 


ba ent (if polible)-in 
ee e e eter eee 


the Per ſen of our Saviour himſelf after his 


in aſpect, in air, in manner, that he was 
before. His hands and his feet were ever 
ſtill marked with the print of the nails. 


And his fide even ftill ſhewed the ſcar of 


the. wound, which had been made in it by 
the ſpear. His countenance alſo was ex- 


ally the ſame, and as readily known by 
his diſciples as ever it was. And he had 


even the ſame peculiarities of voice ' and 
Action, which had diſtinguiſhed him before 


his Death, — Thus, when Mary Magdalen 
| ſought his body in the Sepulchre on the 


 _ of his Reſurrection, and ſpoke 
3 . . half- 
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ee Had 3 
known to have died and been buried, had 
they not been evidently and plainly the very 


reſurrection.He was juſt the ſame man 
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it; our Saviour at laſt, ſpeaking in his own 
tone of voice to her, inſtantly convinced 


her in a ſingle word that it was he himſelf: 


<« Jeſus“ (the Evangeliſt tells us) “ faith 
« unto her, Mary; ſhe turned herſelf, 


<« and faith unto him, RAaBRONIL, which is 


<« to ſay, MASTER *.“ Jeſus now ſpoke 
to her by her name in his uſual voice. And, 


ſtruck with the well-known ſound, ſhe 


tur ned | wholly about,' looked at him, and 


knew him. — But there is alſo another 


fact, which is perhaps ſtill more particu- 


lar. On the ſame day of the Reſurrection, 
and towards the evening, two of our Sa- 

viour's diſciples went from Jeruſalem to a 
neighbouring village; when our Saviour 
joined them on the road, and began to diſ- 
courſe with them. But, ſays the Scrip- 
ture, „their eyes were holden, that they 
<* ſhould not know him.” - They would 
have -known him by his look and voice, 


ye ſee, if a miracle had not been exerted to 


prevent it. And; _ "they" had reached 
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the village, they prefled their unknown Sa- 
viour to go in and ſpend the evening with 
them. He went in accordingly. And, 
on fitting down to ſupper, He ſaid Grace 
before meat ſo exactly in his old manner, 
the extraordinary force upon their ſenſes 
being now withdrawn, as made them im- 
mediately recollect and know him. c It 
came to paſs,” ſays St. Luke, as he 
„ fat at meat with them, he took bread, 
« and bleſſed. it, and. brake, and gave to 
cc them; and their eyes were opened, and 
e they knew him ;—and he was non 
* unto them in breaking of bread . 
Our Saviour therefore was. juſt the Pot 
in his looks, in his tone of voice, and in 
his peculiarities of action, after his Reſur- 
rection; as he was before it. And, con- 
ſequently, we 1 all of us be qualy the 
ſame. ' 


Die then we muſt, The puniſhment 
of the Fall ſtill purſues our redeemed nature 
ſ 0 far, as 5 to ſeparate the foul from 


*in 16, 30, 37. a 35. 
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the hi: and lay our earthly part in the 
grave, a ſacrifice to ſin, and a prey to cor: 


ruption. But, thanks be to the fedeeming 


Jzsvs, this is all that it can do. Its 
power extends no farther; And here 
„ ſhall its proud waves be ſtayed.” Theſe 
very bodies, over which Death inſults 
for a time, ſhall ſhake off his autho- 
rity, and burſt from the bands of deftruc- 
tion in ſpite of him. The arm even of 
an Angel cannot fave us from the grave. 
But even legions of Angels cannot keep us 
there. We ſhall mount, we ſhall mount, 
from our humble abode in the duſt; as 
our bleſſed Saviour has done before us. 
And, like him, we ſhall carry theſe very 
bodies to Heaven with us. Thoſe very 
hands of yours, which now perform the 
buſineſs of this world, will (if ye are'not 
wanting to yourſelves) be all one day em- 
ployed in the better buſineſs of Heaven. 
Thoſe very voices of yours, which have 
been juſt now exerted in the devotions of 
this holy place, will one day (if ye are not 
unfaithful to your beſt intereſt) will all 
one 8 * exerted in a nobler ſtrain of. 
devotion, 
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desc and amidſt the mingling melody 
of Angels, at the foot of the throne of 
Gop. And we ſhall all, that are now 


here, meet and know. each other in thoſe 


a. 


regions of bliſs, remember the connections 


which we formed on earth, enjoy the friend- 


ſhips which gladdened our hearts in life, 
and encourage and animate each other to 


higher and higher degrees of affection for 


Gop ; till all that has paſt in this world, 


even hs tendereſt endearments of friend- 
ſhip, and even the greateſt mercies of Gop 


towards us, ſhall perhaps ſeem only like- 


the faint recollections of a dream, and ſhall 
ſink, overpowered and loſt, in the ſuperi- 


our endearments, and in the greater mer- 
cies, that we ſhall have received Ong FM 


in r 
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* ae, unto men once 4 ai, ym after 


Ss PNG laid before you the 0 + 
. DL of that awful period of our being, 
in which we are lying, under the ſentence 


= of the Fall, fo far as it concerns our bo- 


dies; I ſhall now. go on to explain it in 
its more important view, as it relates to 
the immortal Spirits within us. Theſe, . 
in the ſtate of ſeparation from their bodies 

at death, do not, like them, comt un- 

der the puniſhment of the Fall. That 
is confined entirely to the body. And, 

while the body is conſigned over to cor- 
ruption, and delivered up to the power 
of thoſe humbleſt children of corruption, 
the worms; the foul mounts (as it were) 


| „ 
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upon wings of fire, and * to the 

grand abode provided for it by Gov, the 

dee ü for all Gar ere from | 


tioned in Scripture under the ſame general 

name, which alſo ſignifies the place of 
_ torment for the damned, that of HzLL. 
And nothing but the ſenſe of the paſſage 
can determine, which of them is meant by 
the word. Thus Iſaiah, foretelling the 
ſpeedy death of that King of Babylon who 
had oppreſſed the Jews, and repreſenting 
it as having already happened, draws forth 


the Royal Dead in the manſion of diſem- 5 


bodied Spirits, and brings them forward to 
triumph over the ſoul of the abe imme. 
diately on his entrance there. < Herz,” 

ſays the Prophet, HELI em beneath 

« jg moved for thee, to meet thee at thy 
„ all they ſhall ſpeak and ſay unte thee, 
7 2 ou alſo become weak as we? Art 
| C 2 „ thou 
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* thou become like unto us? Thy | pomp 2 
« js brought down to the grave, and the 
Ktnoiſe of thy viols ; the worm is ſpread 
e under thee, and the worms cover thee *. 
Here the word HELL is plainly uſed to fige 
nify the abode of departed Spirits, the 
_ abode in which they reſide from the hour 
= of their departure to the moments of the 
Reſurrection. And, ſince the word means 
merely a heled or covered place, it may 
as properly refer to that covered place in 
which all human ſouls continue during 
their ſeparation, as to that to which ſome 
of them will be dreadfully conſigned with 
their bodies at the Reſurrection.— 80 alſo, 
in the common Creed of our Church, and 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, the foul of our 
Saviour is ſaid to have gone down into 
Hr. Not that it* went to the horrid 
© Ih dungeon of damned Spirits. No! The 
| expreſſion means only, that his ſoul went 
to the general place of ſouls: at: his death, 
and that · it came from thence to be again 
, Ws to the gs h nis ene, 
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This abode for the ſouls of all men muſt 
have been firſt provided by Gon at the 
Fall. Before that fatal period, as aur 
race was not ſubject to death, our ſouls 
were not liable to be ſeparated from our 
bodies. We ſhould have continued with 
Both through every ſtage of our being, in 
Time and in Eternity. And, when our 
hour of trial had been once paſt, we ſhould 
have mounted in our bodies to our great 
reward, and, like Elijah gerhaps, have 
been whirled away in a chariot of light to 
the manſions of Angels. But when Death, 

that eldeſt- born of Sin, entered into the 
world, the two parts of qur nature were 
neceſſarily rent aſunder for a time. And 
the active and ſpiritual half of us was 
obliged to drop her old companion in the 
duſt, to take her flight beyond the bounds 
of this world, and there to continue to * 
_ of J a 1 


\ - 


This ales is adden divided into 
e parts, to ſuit the two diviſions of 
good and bad Spirits upon earth, One 
155 tene is the ſeat of the ſouls of 
C 3 i od * 


particular name in Scripture, and is only 
_ diftinguiſhed by ſuch circumſtances as are 
_ peculiarly deſcriptive of it. Thus the ſoul 


Bad. And the former is called PARADISE 


and ABRAHA²M's Boson in Scripture. 


Thus the ſoul of Lazarus the Beggar is 


Faid to be carried by Angels into Abra- 
* ham's boſom.” And our Saviour pro- 


miſes the repentant thief on the croſs, that 


he ſhould that very-day be happy with him 
« in Paradiſe.” But the other part has no 


of the Rich man is faid in Scripture 'ts, 


“ lift up his eyes in Herz,” that 1s, in 


che general place of departed Spirits; but, 


as appears from the accompanying circum- 
ſtances, in that part of it which was pro- 
vided for the wicked. For he is ſaid to be 
ſettled in a © place of torments, to be in 


actual torments there, and to be “ tor- 
& mented in the flames“ of it. He was 
plainly therefore in the awful priſon-houſe 


volted from Gon in life, and now were 
fearfully reſerved for Judgment. 
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| Ore that indeed theſe unhappy Spirits 
ſuffer any outward puniſhment, in this ſtate 
of reſervation for Judgment. As they are 
merely Spirits, they: cannot. Their bo- 
dies, the only means by which they*could 
e puniſhed from without, are left to rot 
in the Earth. And they cannot be ſo pu- 
niſhed, till they receive their bodies back 
from the hands of Death, and appear once 
more in their completely human form. In 
the mean time, all their miſery conſiſts in 
a trembling reflection on their paſt follies, 
and in a trembling proſpect of their future 
judgment. And the intimation that is 
given us in Scripture, concerning torments 
and flames in this middle ſtate of our be- 
ing, muſt be conſidered, not as literally 
and circumftantially true, but as merely 
expreſſive of the general wretchedneſs of 
the place. Torments can have no room 
upon a Being, that is only ſpiritual. 
Flames can have nd activity, where there 
is no body for them to act upon. And 
the foul of man, jn this its abſence from 
the body, muſt be wholly unaſſailable 
zun withoüt. All its ſufferings, all its 


OW. + 0. enjoy. 


24 SERMON. BY 


; enjoyments, muſt neceſſarily. be as Wire! A 
as itſelf, and ariſe merely from the work⸗ 


ing of its own. thoughts, and the ferment. 


of its on reflections, from the conſeiouſ- 
neſs of its conduct in the now vaniſhed 
ſcenes of life, and from the certainty of igg 
reception at the coming moments of Judg- 
ment. And it will be religiouſly uſeful to 
all of you, I truſt, if I undraw (as it were) 
the curtain. of Eternity, and lay open the 
ſecrets of this Hall of Spirits, on the ſure 
warrant of Sxiptuge 1 od reaſon. 


*. us W Flt one of that Fog ” 
1 kind of Spirits, which form the ſoul of 
man, ſummoned from. its ſeat in the body, 
and ordered into Eternity. The ties, that 
united it with the body, and that were once 
intended by Gor to have been as immortal 
as the ſoul "herſelf, are now broken. And 
ſhe finds herſelf in a condition peculiarly 

ſolemn and important. The ſtroke of the 
Fall is oyer. It has had its full force 
in the divorcement of the ſoul from * 

body. All her fate, all her deſtiny, her 
eternal MF or eternal miſery, now 

| 1 


= 
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depends entirely:aporn herſelf. And, what 
is ; awfully formidable to the thought, all 


Hor fate, all her deſtiny, hey eternal hap- 
pineſs or eternal miſery, is already deter- 
mined by herſelf. She has already exerted 


the dreadful power, that was intruſted to 
her in life. And her determination ſtands 


_—_— n the baok of Gon. 5 


| .. ere e 15. eng a to 80 
on with the multitude, to proceed through 


life in a middle kind of ſtate between 
Goodneſs and Badneſs, to act as a Neutral 
between Gon and his revolted Angels, and 


to be very inoffenſive to the Good, very 


inoffenſive to the Bad alſo, and very indif- 
ferent to religion. This, ye muſt all have 
obſerved, i is a very common character in 
life, and takes in the bulk of the ſons and 


daughters of men, And it is a character 


ſtrangely conſidered with reſpect by the 


many, who know not what religion is, 


who weigh not the neceſſity of an active 
5 goodneſs, and who reflect not on the mean 
and cowardly principles an which ſuch a 


man proceeds towards his Gop.. For mean 
and 
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5 SERMON II. 
and cowardly will he appear even to himſelf” + 
when he comes to be launched into Eter- 


e ſoul, we will ſuppoſe, is at this in- — 
ſtant on the wing for thoſe peculiar apart- 


ments, which are fitted to hold their fpi- 


ritual inhabitants from earth. He now. 
begins to ſee the importance. of life, in a 
much ftronger light than he did before. 

He ſees, he feels a ſudden conviftion dart- 
ing in upon his mind, and in the moſt _ 
forcible language airing him, That an 

immortal Spirit, like man's, was not ſent 

into the world merely, to be à blank, a 
cipher in religion, but to begin and purſue 

the grand work of purging off the corrup- 
tions of the Fall, of refining her debaſed 
nature, and of preparing herſelf for the 
ſociety of Angels. He finds therefore, 
that he has trifled away thoſe important 


moments, which were lent for the moſt 


{ſerious purpoſes ; that, whatever elſe he 
has done, he has neglected the great buſi- 
neſs of life; and that, whatever other 
5 mn be has he has loſt the one 
1 | | rand 


* 


ap"; 


tad; fake, the one main aa of bis ; 
whole being. He has lived through his 


allotted e of time perhaps, with ac- 
tivity an with zeal i in the purſuit of earthly 


objects; while the infinitely ſuperiour ob- 


jects of Heaven could raiſe no activity i in 
his mind, and could call out no zeal in his 


ſoul. He has lived without that friendſhip 
for God, which is the vital ſpark of hap- 


pineſs to every Spirit that Gon has brought 
into being. And he dies therefore without 


any of that affiance on him, which is the 


cheering lamp of the ſoul, on her N 
| through ag chambers of EO. 


- 4 


The vain crowds about ch FOR lege | 


him in countenance through life, are all 


vaniſhed from his eye. He has no ſup- 


port without, and he has none within. 
He finds himſelf haſtening to the world of 


Spirits, without one aſſurance, even' from 


the partialities of ſelf-love, That he has 
properly endeavoured to. merit a ſeat in 
peace there, He arrives at the wonderful 


FE. which i is the grand ſtore-houſe (as 


it Were) * all che- Spirits that have been 
incarnate 
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incarnate ns the 1 of Ain to * | 
own. The gates open to admit him, 
5 And he inſtantly finds himſelf placed among 
thoſe throngs of ſouls, that have juſtly for- 
feited their claims to; happineſs, and are 
now kept for the e Jene of 
Gov... e ed e e 355 
f . - 94 he. ſtands. 1 for a. \ while x 
| perhaps, at the ſtrangeneſs of his allot- 
ment. He had never been gujlty of any 
great offences. He had ſeldom fallen into 
the groſſneſſes of ſin. And his life had 

gone on in one general tenour of honeſty 
and good- will to man.— But his heart had 
been wholly eſtranged to the ſpirit of reli- 
gion. He had been cold and dead to all 
the views of the Goſpel, And his ſoul 
had ſcarcely ever felt one quickening ſpark | 
of devotion within. Could. ſuch a ſpirit 
therefore be fit for the joys of Heaven, 7 
where-Religion muſt be the inſpiring prin- 
ciple of happineſs, and where Devotion 
muſt heighten it occaſionally into an ex- N 
taſy of bliſs ?—He had been repeatedly 
aſhamed to b acknowiedge his Gon in con- 
verſation 


* 
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verſation with men, becauſe forſooth the 


majority of Gop's creatures were in a 
ſtrange combination to forget him entirely 


in company. And his heart never went 


out, in ſecret, © with gratitude and reve- 
rence and affection towards him. Could 


ſuch a Spirit therefore be ſuited for the en- 
joyment of Gop in Heaven, where the 
ſight of his preſence muſt carry continual 


joy to the ſoul, and where the heart muſt 
be perpetually\ſpringing forward towards 


him, proud to own, and happy to bn 


the F ather and the ” riend cont man oo 
N it l not. Sew a hp 
— ſink into wretehedneſs at death, 
He can ſee nothing in his paſt life, that 
can recommend him to the notice of a ne- 


gleded Gop. He can ſee nothing in his 


future fortune, but that his lot muſt ſtill be 
caſt with the men who have revolted from 
Gov, and he muſt ſtill have his portion with 
the poſitively ungodly. His puniſhment in- 
deed will be leſs ſevere than theirs. But he 


vill be puniſhed with them, ſhut out for ever 
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light and joy to all the Spirits of Gon, 
and; ſo, neceſſarily ſubjected to miſery for 
ever. He then bewails his own folly in 
life. He laments his eafy affiance-on the 
ſpirit of the world. He condemns in the 
ſovereſt terms hi fimple credlity of minds 


in obeying man rather than Gop. H 
wiſhes for the moments to return, that 5 | 
has thrown away in all the unmeaningneſs 
of a foul, not bent upon its great taſk, not 
in. earneſt about its own ſalvation. - He 
was ſent into the world, to be happy in the 
only way, in which a rational Spirit can 
poſſibly be happy, in keeping up a com- 
munion with God, in cultivating a friend- 
ſhip with him, and in preparing himſelf 
for the actual fight of him. And he has 
been ridiculouſly employing the ſacred mo 
ments of life, as he now ſees, in the er- 
ranteſt trifles, in the pettieſt kind of play, 
in the diverſions of mere childhood. For 
all employ, all buſineſs, however grave or 


ſerious in appearance, however dignified 


by the ſeeming wiſdom of man, if it inter- 
feres with the re] purpoſes of life; in 


; m of Gon, 4a the eye even of An- 
48 11 | | ; . 


gels, is nothing better than the erranteſt 
trifles, is nothing better than the pettieſt 
kind of play, is nothing Ty than the 
_ diverſions of mere child Even the 
concerns of commere eee ee ra 
of learning, even the intereſts of empire, 
whenever they keep the foul from her fifſt, 
her prineipal purſuit, are in reality a mere 
gathering of cockle-ſhells, or a mere picks 
: 2 of ſtraws, to the Immortal Spirit within 
And that Spirit, in her ſtate of ſepa« 
2 from the body, in her ſtate of ſeque- 
ſtration from the world when the things 
of life preſent themſelves: in their true co- 
lours; when the has an awful interval af 
time, to reflect upon them ſeriouſſy; and 
when ſhe is called upon by her fituation, 
to conſider them with the utmoſt feriouſ- 
neſs; then, then ſhe nenen e ; 
9e. and er een | 


* 


| While doe t ey | ama ant ef 
Men were all deeply engaged about el. c 
gion; while Gop, the Father of Both, 
was exerting all the powers of his wiſdom, 
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5 
and exhauſting all the wenſures of his merz 
oy, to ſave the ruined race of men; he 
alone had ſeemed unconcerned in the mighty 


work; he alone beheld the efforts with an 


indifferent eye; and his own fate, the fate 
of a whole world of embodied Spirits, 
which moved and wrung (as it were) the 
heart of Gop himſelf, carried no weight 
with it to this lethargick ſoul. Though 
all nature was in commotion about the fu- 
ture deſtiny of man; though the Devils 
were eagerly employed in drawing him off 
from religion and happineſs ; though the 
Angels were as eagerly engaged in coun- 


teracting their deſigns, and in keeping him 


Ready to his duty and his intereſt; though 
Gop himſelf had deſcended from Heaven 
for the ſame purpoſe, had even become 
man, had even ſuffered himſelf to be poor, 
diſtreſſed, and perſecuted, and at laſt had 
died upon the croſs, to accompliſh it; yet 
he had been flumbering on under all, and 
bis had our buſy OI in the OT 1 


Thus, thus ee is eyery ane, 
2 he may think of himſelf, who is 
not engaged in the work of religion. And 
| thus will every one think of his employ- 
ments, in the awful world of Spirits. He 
will then look back to the paſt in this 
ſtrong and pointed manner. He will 
therefore look forward to the future 
with affright and diſmay, The paſt is 
gone for ever. The future is haftening 
rapidly upon him. And the preſent fills 
his ſoul with anguiſh, He is already 
placed among the wretched children of ſin 
and ſorrow. He will be placed among 
them for ever; at the hour of Judgment. 
And he will be made to take his horrible 
allotment with them, in the vengeance, in 
the terrours, and in the lame of an in- 
cenſed God. 
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From this allotment may ye and I deli- 
ver ourſelves, by hearkening to the admo - 

nitions of God, and ſo becoming ſerious 
and earneſt in the buſineſs for which we 
came into the world; conſidering it as the 
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firſt, great ls BY our life; and 9 
ing it the principal object of our thoughts; 
the ruling paſſion of our ſouls, and the 
central aim of our wore through * 


6s CaRIST our Lord. 
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It i is appointed unto Me once to die, but after 
this the Judgment. 


Late tw 23s 


IN heating to. you from this text, * 
have already explained the nature of 
Death with regard to our bodies. I have | 
alſo gone on to open to you that wonder- 
ful abode of Spirits, in which the ſouls of 
all fleſh are kept from the hour of their de- 
parture to the time of the Reſurrection. 
And I have ſhewn you particularly, on the 
warrant of Scripture and of reaſon, what 
muſt be the ſituation, the thoughts, and 
the ſufferings there, of every ſoul that goes 
on through life, cold and indifferent to the 
intereſts of religion, not offenſive indeed to 
goodneſs, but never ſerious, never earneſt 
in the work of her own ſalvation. Such 
a 1 . 85 you, muſt : _—_ 
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fink i into wretchedneſs at death. oat if 
this is the caſe with mere indifference about 
religion, what, think ye, muſt be the caſe 
with poſitive wickedneſs? If the inoffen- 
ſixe man, if he who never fell into the 
groſſneſſes of ſin, if he who went on in a 
middle ſtate of life betwixt goodneſs and 
badneſs, will find (as he certainly will 
find). his condition after death miſerable 
and afflicted; what muſt be the condition. 
: of him, whoſe conduct has been very offen- 
3 who has repeatedly fallen into the 
groſſneſſes of fin, and who has acted per- 
1 6: s in a kind of half-warfare againſt reli- 
gion? It muſt be peculiarly miſerable. 
| 1 muſt be doubly afllicte. 


ES When a wicked Spirit, that was ſent 
into the world for his appointed time, in or- 
der to gain a habit of goodneſs, and ſo ob- 
tain a title te happineſs, feels himſelf ap- 
proaching near to the end of that appointed 
time, and juſt on the recal into Eternity; 
bo ſevere muſt be his reflections, how 
ſharp his feelings, in thinking of his paſt 
conduct and his future deſtiny! He has 

4 X per Es 
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perhaps gained a habit of Drunkenneſs i in- 
ſtead of Goodneſs, while he has been in 
the body. He has perhaps forgotten the 
Gop that ſent him into the world, and 
| who is moſt affectionately endeavouring to 
provide for his happineſs. And he has 
gone on for weeks, for months, for years, 
perhaps, in a total neglect of all private 
prayers to him. All theſe things now pre- 
ſent themſclves to his reviewing mind. 
The ghoſts (as it were) of his departed 
and ſinful hours all riſe before him, and 
haunt his bed of Death. And his foul be- 
comes as much oppreſſed with ſickneſs as 
his body. He turns probably from the tot- 
menting view. He endeavours to arm him- 
ſelf againſt it by ſome of the wretched at- 
guments, that uſed to ſupport him in the 
hour of health. But be finds them now 
all unable to ſupport him. His under- 
ſtanding now ſees the folly of them at a 
ſingle glance. And he wonders they could 
ever deceive him. He rolls about on his 
bed, he turns from fide to ſide, and vainly 55 
endeavours to gain gomfort to his mind by 
E ot His friends per- i 
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haps ſee his uneaſineſs. They enquire aer EN 


the cauſe of it. He is unwilling probably 


to tell them at firſt, and to acknowledge 
'the powerful convictions that are now 
breaking in upon his ſoul. But they grow 
too ſtrong for concealment. They burſt 


from him in ſpite of himſelf. And his 


friends hear the diſmal account with ter- 
rour. Yet with the pretended good- na- 
ture and the real cruelty, that is generally 
uſed on ſuch occaſions, they endeavour to 


"ſoothe his fears by leſſening his convictions. 


- Inftead of congratulating him on his pre- 
ſent feelings, however late; inſtead of ex- 


; horting him earneſtly to purſue them, to 
turn immediately to his offended Gov, and 


-ſupplicate for pardon through the blood of 
Ixsus; they endeavour probably to make 
his ſinfulneſs of conduct appear much leſs 
ſinful than it has been, they talk to him in 


a half-profligate ſtrain of the corruptions 
of our nature and the univerſality of wick- 
*edneſs, and they then throw him on the 
un; promiſed, the un- bounded, the extra- 
vagant mercies of Gop. And thus they 


8 to diſ e him into . 
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| 1 | with all his ſins" about him, and without 
even that ſhort preparation of penitence, 


which the fearful neceſſities of his nature 
are properly forcing upon him. Thouſands 
of ſouls, no doubt, have been thus ſent 
out of the world, by the murderous Kind- : 
neſs of ſurrounding friends; and ſo have 


awaked to a full ſenſe of their ſituation, 
_ Juſt when all ſenſe of it was in vain. 


105 But peine pres wicked. 1 man, " bald 
death we are now ſuppoſing, is not to be 
wrought upon by ſuch wretched reaſoning. 
His underſtanding is too clear to be cheat- 
ed, and his paſſions are too ſtrong to be 
calmed, by it. And he ſees, that neither 
the alledged corruptions of our nature, nor 
the pretended univerſality of wickedneſs, . 
can Juſtify his own conduct. His cor- 
rupted nature, he knows, was aſſiſted by 
x, Divine Grace; and his earneſt endeavours 
after goodneſs, - though very imperfect, 
would have been accepted as perfect through 
the merits of his Redeemer. And that he 
ſhould be excuſed for revolting. from Gop. 
ae thouſands of Vigo WW have 
e OS > 


do ee that he Would ſtand m 

Jeſs at the bar of Heaven, merely becauſe 

he has been guilty with others; is a plea, - 
as he now feels, which he cannot have the 
aſſurance to urge to his deſpiſed Gop ; and 
it would be a en ane to his ws; * 
* ann ak $ To 


5 


He properly wolves thetefore- to I 
the few moments of life that are left him, 
and to devote them all to the ſorrow of 
contrition, to prayers for pardon, and ta 

vows of obedience. He ſends alſo ( we 
will ſuppoſe) for his Pariſh-Prieff to aſſiſt 
him, in this awful interval of life and death, 
in theſe moments of hard and W 
ſtruggling into Eternal Happineſs or Eter- 
nal Miſery. But what can be done for 
dim, in this dreadful extremity, of diſtreſs? 
I be repentance of a death- bed, the contri- 
tion that begins when life is ending, and 
the obedience that is vowed when Hell (as 
it were) is juſt opening upon diſobedience; 
theſe can but ſeldom be of any moment, 
They are generally raiſed, not by a ſenſe of 
ye but ad) the texrours of puniſhment, | 
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ills as mere e infling of nature, ſhudder- 
ing at the immediate profpe& before it, 
and running back from the gulph that 'is 
yawning to receive it, And for that rea- 
ſon they generally come to nothing, if the 
ſcene of death is providentially removed by 
a reſtoration of health, How many in- 
ſtances are there of men, thus frightfully 
falling back into all their former ſins, when 
they have been raiſed from the bed of death; 
and even laughing at all their paſt terrours. 
And how few are there of any real alter- 
ation being made in their life and ſpirit, 
by their near approaches to the verge of 
Hell. That there are ſome however, is a 
ſufficient reaſon for not condemning every 
death - bed penitence, and for not ſhutting 
the gates of mercy upon all, that defer 
their reſolution of obedience till their hour 
of trial ſeems drawing to its end. Vet 
that there are ſo few, is a ſtrong proof how 
ſeldom ſuch penitence is ſincere, and how 
rarely ſuch reſolutions are thoroughly made 
from the heart. A death - bed TY 
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if incere, will certainly be accepted by” 
Go through Chriſt. But, whether it is 
ſincete or not, even the penitent himſelf 
cannot tell. Gon only knows at the mo- 
ment, and time only (if time is allowed 
him) can prove it hereafter. And, that 
it generally is not ſincere, the general be- 
haviour of ſuch as recover moſt ſadly ſhe ws. 
What then can the Clergyman ſpeak of 
comfort to him? He can only hope for 
the beſt, He can only point out the alarm- 
ing nature of his ſituation, the abſolute \ 
: neceſſity of an immediate and a ſtrong re- 
pentance, and the danger he is in of miſ- 
1 taking the fears of Hell for a hatred of ſin. 
And the reſt muſt in a great meaſure be left 
to the dying penitent himſelf. _ He ſtands 
on the fearful edge of life, tottering to his 
fall, and ready to tumble headlong every 
moment. In fancy he already ſees the 
. Houſe of Spirits throwing open its gates to 
receive him. In fancy he ſees himſelf car- 
ried thither by thoſe attendant Angels of 
_ wickedneſs, which have been continually 
beg him into ſin, and are now. to p. 


8 


E 


po 


niſh him for his compliance with them. 
And his juſtly boding mind feels before- 
e the neee of his Sa ANT 


415 this e a of foul; 5 


en into Eternity; equally convulſed 


perhaps in body and in ſoul, and lying a 


ſhocking memorial of the folly of ſin to all 


his friends. They feel it in every nerve. 
They hear his groans, they ſee his convul- 
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ſions, for days and weeks after they are 


paſt. They determine to become religi- 

ous. They actually become ſo ſor a while, 
probably. But the i mpreſſion generally 
wears off by degrees. The deſign of Gop, 
in placing their dying friend thus ſtrongly 
before their eyes, begins to be fruſtrated. 
They endeavour to ſhake off the thought. 


And they are ſure to ſucceed in their ef- | 


forts. They become at laſt as if they had 
never ſeen the dreadful ſpectacle. And 


they go on to renew it probably in them- 
ſelves, and to be themſelves a u 


. of the __ . to . 
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In the mean tion; their 1 friend 


is fixed in Eternity. There he finds all 
his dying fears and apprehenſions too ſadly 
true. He is in that wretched aſſembly of 
Spirits, who are kept locked up the pri- 
ſoners of deſpair, and will be delivered, 
day of Judgment. He ſees nothing but 
_  Gadneſs fitting upon every ſoul, He 
nothing but ſorrow iſſuing from every $pi- 
rit. All is mournfulneſs, all is melan- 
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Jheak, we know not. But we are certain 
that they can. The Angels, we are ſure, 


Jpeak to each other. And Gop himfelf, 
the pureſt of all Spirits, has frequently 


ſpoken to men, ye know, and is frequently 
ſpeaking to Angels. Our ſouls therefore, 
zn this their ſtate of ſeparation from the 
body, will not only retain all their powers 
of thinking, but alſo be able to ſpeak their 
thoughts to each other. Indeed a think - 


ing Spirit, not capable of communicating its 


thoughts, would be an {an in ts 
creation. And ſadly ſorrowful muſt be 
ee in this Priſon-houſe of 
the wicked. That joy, which once ſpark- 


led in the eyes and ſhone out in the con- 


verſation perhaps of a ſinner, is now all 
gone, and gone for ever. Where is that 
fund of chearfulneſs and that fountain of 
pleaſantry in his mind, which kept him ſo 
lively and ſo gay in life, even under the 
| ſenſe of an offended Gop, even under the 
proſpect of what he now ſuffers? It is all 
gone, and gone for ever. In life he could 
ſhuffle off the thoughts of his offended 
Gon, he could turn away from the pro- 
ſpect of what he now ſuffers. But now, 
in the ſolemn and ſequeſtered ſcenes of Eter- 
' nity, thoſe thoughts ruſh upon him with a 
violence which he cannot reſiſt, and that 
proſpect is now changed into actual ſuffer. 
ing. The world, and all its draughts of 
fleepineſs for the ſoul, are now withdrawn. 
He ſees, he feels his offended Gon in his 
preſent allotment. And the thoughts of 
what his future will be torment him per- 
petu⸗ os — the preſent, 


to 
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to be eaſy even for a moment. He has too 


lively a foretaſte of the future, not to be 
in exquiſite ſufferings of mind. And his 
thoughts cannot ſtep out of himſelf, with- 
out coming back immediately with an ad- 
dition to his woe, from the helpleſs, the 
n the OE api about him. 


a 


In this the firſt region of torres to the 5 
ſouls of ſinners, we cannot doubt, but that, 
as they can talk, they will alſo now one 
another. How mere ſouls can do either of 
theſe, we are equally ignorant. But they 
can do both; no doubt. And our Saviour 
accordingly repreſents the ſoul of the Rich 
Man in the Parable, as knowing Abra- 
ham and Lazarus, as well as talking to 
them. The Spirits of deceaſed men, there- 
fore, will know one another in the world 
of Spirits, juſt as much as they will in their 
bodies after the Reſurrection. And this 
conſideration adds greatly to the terrours 
of the place which I am deſcribing. There, 
thoſe ſouls will meet and know each other, 
that have been inſtrumental in bringing 
each other to this general ſeat of ſorrow; 
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And hat l be their e | 
tions, what their mutual upbraidings, what 
their lamentations in conjunction! The 
mind of man cannot conceive a greater 
picture of horrour on this fide Judgment 


and Hell; than a family, once united in 8 


friendſhip and in ſinfulneſs, all meeting 
together, and all finding themſelves irreco- 
verably undone. In ſuch a caſe, how rez- 
dily will the children endeavour to caft the. 
blame of their ruin upon their parents, 
upon the bad education which they gave 
them, and upon the bad examples that they 
ſet them. And how much muſt this in- 
creaſe the weight of the parents woe, al- 
ready bending under the load of their own . 
afflictions, and now feeling an addition to 
it from the imputed miſery of their chil- 
dren. They will endeavour, therefore, to 
throw a part of the load back upon their 
children, where no doubt it ought to reſt; 
and to charge them with being, as no 
doubt they were, equal cauſers of their 
own ruin. And they will all agree at laſt, 
e may ſuppoſe, to leave the determina- 

; Jon to "the: righteous . of Gop, to 
2 | . wait 
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7 wait with a fearful trembling for the day,” 


and in the mean time to join in a dreadful | 


concert of lamentatian ; to. add their own 


ſighs and ſorrows to thoſe of the wailing 
multitudes about them, and to increaſe the 
general chorus of mournfulneſs and melan- 


F n 


m_ 


Such then, in general, muſt be the ſtate 


: of the unhappy ſouls, that go out of life 


un-reconciled to Gop through Chriſt, 
And it is uſeful for me to lay open, and 
for you to view, the whole wretched ſcene * 
as diſtinctly as poſſible. P iber t | 

fore, that, at the very inſtant I am now 
talking to you, there are thouſands of fouls 
which were once in the fleſh, now, now, 
in the very ſituation I have been deſcrib- 
time, lamenting their own folly in life, 
condemning their own conduct on rand, | 


and ſpeaking with terrour of the day, that 


will ſoon recall them to their bodies, and 
ſoon ee them over to 3 1 I 
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- tou ght, give full force to the dreadful 
conſideration, and now, even now, deter- 
mine by the grace of Gon to become reli- 

gious. The hour cannot be at a great 
diſtance from any of you, it may perhaps 
be very near to ſeveral, it may be to- mor- 
row for ſome, when ye alſo ſhall receive 
the ſummons of death, and yaur ſouls ſhall 
be conveyed to the Houſe of Spirits. 
Should ye then be found unprepared, ſhould 
ye then be taken in the act or in the habit | 
of fin, how deplorable muſt be your con- 
dition! No diftreſs of earth can be equal 
to what yours will be. The down-fall of 

empires, the murder of monarchs, or the 
ſaddeſt ſcenes of domeſtick wretchedneſs, 
are all only trifling calamities, the mere 
ſorrows of a boy; when they are compared 
with the ruin of an immortal Spirit, ſnatch- 
ed away from the world in its ſins, and 
throw into the common dungeon of wick 
ed ſouls. And ye are called upon by every 
conſideration, that can move you as men 
and as Chriſtians, to reflet BAM. it ſeri- 
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All thoſe unhappy Spirits were once like 
- you, treading this ball of earth, and on 
their trial for happineſs or miſery. Many 
of them, no doubt, were once as flouriſh- 
Ing in health as the moſt vigorous among 
you, and as little expected as ye do now 
e ſpeedy ſtroke of death. And many, no 
doubt, were like many of you, forming 
reſolutions of becoming truly religious at 
ſome future peridd of time, neglecting the 
_ _ only time that was theirs,” the preſent, and 
„ ſo never ſeeing that future at all. Take 
. care therefore, that 'ye be not alſo like 
them, that 5 do nôt neglect the preſent 
moment, and that ſo 1 do not ſuffer what 
they are now ſufferin g. What would they 
give to be now like unto you in only one 
particular, to be ſtill in a ſtate of trial, 
And to have ſtill a capacity left them of 
+ working out their falvation? They y would 
"give the world, if they had it, for his i in- 
valuable privitens; which they once poſ- 
| ſeſled, and which ye poſſeſs at this moment. 
They would be aiding thankful, to*be 
allowed only to come upon earth ein, 
and to take a ſecond chance for the happi- 
Jo, 8 + nes 
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e even thqugh they were to 
drink the bittereſt cup of worldly. miſeries 
for it. No diſtreſſes af poverty, no pains 
of body, no ations of mind chat dig 
not affect the conſcience, would ſeem ſe- 
vere to them, in compariſon with that 
doleſul manſion from Which they had ef- 
caped, and in compariſon witſi that much 
more doleful one from which they had 
been preſerved. Nothin g would then, ſeem 
of particular moment to them in happineſs, 
but what reached up to the Heaven, gf | 
Heavens. Nothing would ſeem of extra- 
ordinary concern to them in miſery, but 
what went down to the depths of Hell. 
And they would be all life, all ſeriouſneg, 
all earneſtneſs, in the Work of an _ 
ſalvation. 155 


Ob, be ye therefore what fp would 
be! Be as much alive, be as ſerious, be 
as earneſt, as they would be, in the work 
of your ſalvation. Ve have the ſame ſtake 
in Eternity with them. Only they know 

the importance of it, from their ſad expe- 
rience in the Spiritual Houſe of Moroing. | 
"0 2öͤmA - -_—_ 
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And their experience muſt be either your 
warning or your puniſhment. Oh, let it 
be the former! Hear the wretched mul- 
titudes, as crying to you from the vault of 
Spirits, and bidding you beware, © leſt ye 
< alſo come into that place of torments.“ 
And perhaps ye can diſtinguiſh amongſt 
them the diſmal voices of ſome of your own 
friends, ſome of your own relations, not 
yet unmindful of their former connections 
with you, and calling to you in ſighs and 
groans, that deep-toned language of a 
"wretched Eternity, for their ſakes, for 
your own, to leave the ſinful practices into 
which they have led, or in which they 
have encouraged. you; . leſt ye ſhould add 
the ruin of your own ſouls to theirs, and 


To aggravate their portion in miſery. 


| | Gov. grant, that ye may hear et 
voices, that ye may repent at this awful 
preaching of 6 the Spirits in piiſon, 
and that ye may none of you be partakers 
with them in their dreadful condemnation. 
This I! beg for you, in the name and 
through the merits of Jeſus C kriſt our 
„ 
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1 15 ee unto Mer once to ae, bur 2 , 


"this we Fudgment. 


TN: my lat Sunday” 8 diſcourſe "EV theſe * 
words, I deſcribed to you the condi- 
tion of all wicked ſouls, during their ſtate 
of ſeparation from their bodies after death, 
in as ſtrong and pointed a manner as 85 
could; in order to ſtrike upon your ſpirits, 
and to alarm your fears, for the nobleſt 


purpoſes, I ſhall now endeavour to give 


you a very different picture of the ſame 
Rate, and to hold up to your eye the very 
oppoſite of all this; to deſcribe to you the 
happineſs of a ſoul | ſincerely Chriſtian, 
when taken from the body, and carried 

into Eternity. Arid F hope that what. I 
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n your minds, and engage your hearts, 


from the more generous principles of love. 
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Wien a thinking man, who has been 
generally executing the purpoſes for which 


he was ſent into the world, and amid many 


falls and many gorruptions has been ſtil 
purſuing the principal buſineſs of his be- 


ing, finds himſelf on the bed of ſerious 
ſickneſs; he does not neglect the warning, 


he does not preſume upon a recovery which 
he has no right to expect. His ſpirits, | 
which were tremblingly alive in health with 
regard to his grand intereſt beyond the 


graye, take an immediate alarm at the 
| ſuppoſed ſummons, and put him on an 
_ Immediate preparation for his depatture. 


If he recovers, he ſhall have gained by his 


_ Ivful approach to the gates of death," by 


his half-entrance (as it were) into the 
abode of Spirits. And; ſhould he not re- 


| 5 cover, what plea could he urge to his 


Seb, what exciſe could he mike to Him- 


| ? ſelf; for n voy the moſt preca- 


rious 


n 6; Gel wad dife 1 
life? He therefore < ſets his houſe in or- 
* der” inſtantly. He ſettles all his worldly 
affairs. And then he gives himſelf up to 
an actual preparation for that myſterious 
event, for which he has been . 
E e Z ay 


"Ps this Sees hs tikies a review of h. bis 


paſt life, and enters into a ſtrict ſcrutiny” of. 


the general and prevailing ſpirit of it. He 
Has regularly done this all along in life, as 
the ſeveral parts of it have gone over his 
head, At leaſt he has done it for all that 
part of his life, which has paſſed fince he 
begun to live up to the profeſſion, and to 
act upon the principles, of a Chriſtian.” 

But it behoves him now to conſider the 
whole with a cloſer examination, as he is 


now (he apprehends) ſoon to appear in the 


preſence of a Gop, © who is of purer eyes 
<'than to behold” any unrepented . ini- 


“ quity.“ And, in this ſolemn recall (as 


it were) of his departed hours their 
graves, be ſees probably many actions 
"008 give. Pain to his feeling mind, and 
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which, but for the blood of Ixsus, FORTY 
caſt him into the bitterneſs of deſpair. His 
foul has long mourned in ſecret over them. 


His prayers have aſcended with a fervency 
of penitence: concerning them. And he 


has felt every reaſonable aſſurance. in his 
underſtanding and in his ſpirit, that the par- 
don of them has been long ſealed to him by 


his Gop. He rejoices to think, that this 


work of repentance has not been deferred 
till the preſent moment, that the dreadful 
buſineſs has been long over, and that glad- 
neſs has long fince returned to bleſs his 


prayers and to animate his conduct. And 


he rejoices ſtill more to ſee, that, under all 
bis failings, his behaviour, has been influ- 
enced by one general deſire of approving. 
himſelf to the Great Judge of man, and 


that he has gone on ſeriouſly and en 
in the wits of n 


5 tal however, leſt be 15 in . 
leaſt degree deceive himſelf by the natural 


UF leanings of partiality, he ſends probably for 


his Clergyman ; eſpecially if he thinks him 
EINE: with a warm OO of religion, 
and 


22 5 4 
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and has frequently found his exhortations 
reaching to his heart. Such a e eee | 
will readily come at the call. And the 
ſick man refers himſelf to him, to know. 
his ſpiritual ſtate truely. There can be 
no doubt, what anſwer the Clergyman will 
return. He will bid him not to droop in 
doubts, not to falter in heſitation, but to 
enter“ (as it were) already ©. into the 
joy of his Lord.” And he will endea- 
vour to make him do ſo, by every warm 
and ſpirited addreſs i in his power, by a com- 
munion of prayers with him, and by ad- 
miniſtering the great and ſupporting ſacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of his Re- 


' deemer to him. Thus cheered and thus 


ſupported, he feels his ſpirits riſing more 
and more within him. And he looks for- 
ward to the worſt which can befall him, 
with the calmneſs of a mind that has been 

long reconciled to her Gop, and with the 
contentedneſs of a ſoul t is 2 affianced 


upon him. | 


In the mean time, we may ſuppoſe, his 


ſickneſs becomes more and more dangerous. 
The 


3 Ps Ih. 1 ee \ _ 
Way ne —__ nn 


C30) 22> ot VE AGE: <a REP ACRE ob SALE ER rx Ft IY aunts (6 gr BY A ABI Sr > 
— P p — — , —· A 42 a EY i ono 
0 — — — — 
— 0 — ab nnG n - . 
wc TIF 1 A — N 1 * 
* AY £ . w K 3 ; 
. 
” — 
: * 


s E RMO R W. 
66 


And he reads it without emotion. The 
natural fears of death, that hold thouſands 


and ten thouſands of the common children 
of earth in a ſtate of bondage all their lives, 
have been long ſubdued in his ſoul by the 
elevating ſpirit of religion. He has even 


been long looking forward to the hour of 


his departure, as. what was to ſet him free 
from this his apprenticeſhip (as. it were) 
for Heaven, and fo to give him up to the 
full - enjoyment of liberty and manhood. 


And nothing, he has long conſidered, no- 


thing but the ſtrong hand of death can ſince 

the Fall open to us the gate of everlaſting 
life. He has therefore. learned to view the 
ground, where his body muſt be laid in 
duſt, and to ſurvey the abode, where bis 


foul muſt be united to her kindred ſouls, 2 


not with horror but reſignation, not with 


fear but hope, and not with diſlike but 


ſatisfaction. He has learned to look upon 


his death as that grand event in his being, 


which is to end all the various troubles of 


earth, which. is to cloſe the long conflict he 
has had with his ſp:ritual enemies, and at 


once 


. f 
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nee to affure him of, and bring to him in 
part, his great and eternal reward. And 
he therefore welcomes it with thanks. 

The weather-beaten faflor is now ap- 
proaching to port. * The ſoldier, exhauſted 
with the fatigues of the campaign, is now 
retiring into quarters. And the Religious 
Soul, which has long been kept at a diſ- 
tance from her Gob, by the veil of human 
fleſh, and by the cloud of human infirm- 
ities, is now haftening towards him. The 

veil of the fleſh is gradually: tearing aſun- 
der, to let her into the Holy of Holies be- 
yond it. And the clont of infirmities is 
as gradually brightening up before ber inte 

the light and luſtre of Heaven.” Pos 


* 3 £0 » 2 LI 
* F $ 
„ 


Tboufande k have been 5 the Hale? 1 att 


ages, of the very powerful influence of 


Chriſtianity in ſmoothing the bed, and in 


animating the breaſt, of dying ſickneſs. 


And wonderfully qualified it apparently is 
for doing ſo. Death became the King of 


Terrours to us, only in conſequence of ſin. 


It was the ſin of the 1 all, * * hini 


his 
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his firſt dominion over us. And it is the > 


I influence of ſin at preſent, which has raiſed 


him into what he is among the generality 


of mankind, as great a tyrant over the 


mind, as over the bady, of man. But 

a e, puts an end to Both, by de- 
ſtroying that influence and by taking away 
that ſin. It takes away the ſin of the Fall, 
ye know, by providing an atonement for 
it, It deſtroys the preſent influence of ſin, 


by planting another ſpirit in the breaſt, 


and by raiſing us to higher and higher de. i 
grees of goodneſs. And where then are 


the remaining terrours of death? No- 


where ſurely to the Religious, except where 
nature has given a peculiar fearfulneſs of 
ſpirit, or where diſeaſe has pulled down the 

natural vigour of the mind, and either one 
or the other prevents the proper influence 


of religion on the ſoul. And Chriſtianity 


has been known even to triumph frequently 


by over Both, and to ſhed a luſtre over the 


cloſing hour of thoſe, who could not think 
of death without fear, or were worn down 
wt, continual a4 SE 


2 


— Ns 


On Death, Filer Ke. 7 Ur 
The good man therefore, whoſe death 1 


am now ſuppoſing, may well be allowed to 


ſhine out in all that true bravery, which 


religion ſo directly inſpires. His ſoul ap- 


proaches nearer and nearer to the confines 


of a happy Eternity. And he ſeems to 
partake more and more of the ſpirit that 


prevails there. What had once, very in- 


nocently and very properly, engaged his 
attentions and drawn out his affections, 


| loſes its hold by degrees, and ſinks away 


before the ſuperiour objects that now en- 


_ groſs all his thoughts. He ſees the world, 


which appears fo great to the common ſpi- 
rits of the Earth, and which had long been 
conſidered as little by him, now ſhrinking 
up into nothing, and becoming merely as 


the duſt of the balance in his judgment. 


Even the force of friendſhip, even the ten- 
derneſs of love, that were once perhaps ſo 


ſtrong, and twiſted themſelves about the 
fineſt ſtrings of his heart, now begin to 


have not half their influence with him, and 
are yielding to a friendſhip and a love for 


Gop. A bright ray of Heaven darts in 


upon his rejoicing ſpirit. And he becomes 
my. more 
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more and more like to the bleſſed ſociety, 
to which he is going. In the ſecret exult- 
ation of his ſoul, he ſees the Angels, that 
are ſaid in Scripture to have carried the 
ſoul of Lazarus into Abraham's Boſom, 
all ready to conduct his own to the ſame 
manſion of happineſs, In fancy perhaps 
he hears them crying to him, BRorRER 
SPIRIT, COME AWAY. In fancy perhaps 
he ſees them opening wide the apartment 
of bleſſed ſouls, and introducing him among 
the happy number. And in fancy per- 
bhaps he alſo hears them all ſtriking at 
once into a glorious concert of muſick, to 
congratulate him upon his arrival among 
them, to take off any continuing remains 
of the pains of death about him, and to fit 
n at once for the. ae ures 00 Paradiſe. 


He thus neckans: ens in an , extaſy. of j joy 
too great for his enfeebled frame, and goes 

at once from the view to the enjoyment of 
.this happineſs. He then enters that plea- 

ſingly awful aſſembly of all the ſouls, that 
from the beginning of the world to the 
en moment have acted up to the inten- 
tions | 


6 Death, Fadgment, 9. 64 | 


ons of their Maker, and-have pained the 
"happineſs which he had provided for them. 

He feels, no doubt, a ſecret tranſport of 
Joy ſhooting acroſs his ſou), to find him- 
ſelf ſafely landed on the happy ſhore of 
Eternity. He receives their congratula- 
tions with increafed joy. And he enters 
immediately! into all their blits.” BO 


; 


What that bliſs particularly i is, we we muſt 


not be too nice to enquire. Vet it is cer- 


tainly of uſe to us, to have ſome poſitive 
and determinate notions concerning it. 
in reviewing their paſt lives, re- racing che 
ways of Gop's Providence in them, and 


forming thence more enlarged: notions of 


the manner of Gon's proceedings with his 
creatures; in converſing with each other 
upon theſe and other ſubjects of religion, 
and in preſenting prayers and praiſes to 
Gon for the paſt and for the future. 


earth buſt feel a new W of 3 * ſinging 
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up in his ſoul. He looks back upon t the : 
courſe which he has ſo lately run in the | 
world. He marks particularly thoſe im- 
portant days of his life, in which he firſt | 
began to be truly religious, and ſo made 
his choice for a happy Eternity. Theſe 
he reviews with a peculiar kind of ſatiſ- 
faction, as the great, the illuſtrious Birth- 
days of his being, as the days from which 
he dates all his happineſs, as the time that 
was big with all the glories of Eternity. 
And he breathes a ſigh of holy penitence 
cover ſuch moments ſince, as ariſe to his 
memory marked with fin. He now won 
ders at the ſtrangeneſs of the inchantment, 
which in ſpite of himſelf, in ſpite of his 
views of religion, in ſpite of his habits of 
goodneſs, could ſo powerfully bind up his 
underſtanding, and turn away his heart, at 
times. And he enjoys a double pleaſure 
from the conſideration, that through ſo 
many ſnares from without, and amidſt ſo 
many temptations from within, he has 
= won his way ſucceſsfully: at laſt 3. and in a 
33 conteſt, which was for no eſs than an 


R 


be 


07 Death, Fullimdit, lt. 64 
Eternity, i in which he often faltered, and 


in which thouſands are dreadfully failing 


_ cw he has Vet OY es: : : 


He ſpeaks his joy t to ſome of | 


the Spirits about him. They tell him 


theirs. And they all join to admire the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Gos, in conduct 


| ing his creatures ſafely through all the 


mazes of life, and leading them gradually | 


through obedience to glory. They lament 


and wonder, that ſo many of their Bro- 


ther-Spirits upon earth ſhould ſtill overturn 
every ſcheme of wiſdom, and ftill defeat 
every purpoſe of goodneſs, for their falva= 


tion; and, while they are ſearching. for 


happineſs, ſhould be plainly bent upon de- 


ſtruction, and deſperately ruſhing. into 


ruin. And with a rapture of pleaſure they 
congratulate each other at every turn, 
That they were bleſſed with a juſt ſenſe of 
things, That they had the grace to follow 


it, and That they have been led 5 it to the 


bags of Paradiſe: 
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In :theſe moments of congratulations 
How little muſt all thoſe troubles and ſelf- 
denials appear, which wwe are ſure to meet 
with in a religious life! Thoſe troubles, 
which once perhaps afflicted the ſpirit and 
wrung the heart of a young beginner in 
religion, when he found himſelf ridiculed 
by the world of ſinners, when he faw him- 
{elf ſhunned-by thoſe who had juſt religion 
enough not to dare to be ſingular in it, and 
when he heard himſelf branded for a H 21 
pocrite by Botir; z theſe moſt now appear 
totally grüne to the triumphing ſoul. 
And thoſe ſelf-denials which we are obli ged 
to exerciſe, in refraining from every unfair, 
though alluring; temptation. of intereſt, and 
in reining- in the ſtrongeſt and moſt violent 
paſſions of our nature; all theſe, the mere 
afflictions of a moment,” appear to be 
nothing now in compariſon with e“ that 

« exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 
of which they are' receiving a part i in this 
the firſt Rage of their reward. 


hg 


The ſoul, that ſo lately: came from art ly 
exults at the thought through all her feel- 
FO | 4 | ings 


Mmgs of; zo. She now finds herſelf for the 
Arſt time in that particular ſituation, for 
which ſhe was always deſigned. by. Gov. 
No doubts hang upon her ſpirits. No 
fears mingle with her pleaſures, And ſhe 
reſigns. herſelf up to the full enjoyment of 
them, without check and without appre- 
henſion. They are not the periſhing ſa- 


tisfactions of a moment. No! They are 


to be as eternal as herſelf. They are not 


the poor joys of earth, calculated only to 


gratify the body, and almoſt unworthy of 
an Immortal Spirit. No! They are as 
ſpiritual as her own nature. They are the 
high-raiſed joys of Paradiſe. T hey are 
the highly reliſhing foretaſte of Heaven. 
And they form the beginning. of that won- 
derful period in our hiſtory, when we, ſhall 
go on riſing in goodneſs, and aſcending i in 
happineſs, approaching. nearer and nearer 
to GoD, and becoming. more and more 
like to him, throughout t the Jong ſucceſ- 
ſions of Eternity. 8 
Such then are the j joys that are now ſet 
brig Jou. Such, is the happineſs which, 
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ye ave it in your power to obtain. And 5 
oh! remember, remember, that it is yet 
in your power, and that the hour will ſoon 
come when it will be no longer ſo. Ye 
may yet be happy for ever. But perhaps 
| to-morrow ye cannot, Oh, think of this, 
and reſolve to become religious to-day. 
Thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, which were once 
on earth and are now in Paradiſe, are all 
earneſtly wiſhing you to reſolve upon this, 
are all earneſtly ptaying that ye,may; and; - 
could they be allowed, would all come 
from their ſeats of joy to exhort you to do 
fo. And let your Preacher's voice ſupply 
the want of theirs. Oh, hear them as 
| ſpeaking in me, and calling to you by every 
ſolemn” and every tender tie, to trifle no 
longer about religion, but to ſeize the pre- 
ſent moment, and to be as happy as they 
are. They are ſome of them, no doubt, 
your particular friends, they are ſome of 
them your deareſt relations. The Father 
calls to his Children, and the Child to his 
Parents ; Sifters call to Brothers, and Bro- 
thers to Siſters; Wives call to their Huſ- 
9 and Huſbands to their Wives; they 
0 © a 
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al call from Eternity to you, to be religious 
in life, and ſo to be bleſſed afterwards. 


They want your company, to add even to 


the happineſs of Paradiſe. For their ſakes, 
as well as your own, they beſeech you to 


bethink yourſelves, while ye have time for 


thinking, and to make your deciſive choice 
for Heaven immediately. Their ſouls 
yearn with more than mortal tenderneſs 
towards you. They feel a generous con- 
cern for you, ſuperiour to what they ever 
felt on earth. Their thoughts are fre- 


quently flying back with a meltingneſs of | 


affection to you, and are hovering (as it 


were) about the objects of their deareſt re- 
gards on earth. They are infinitely de- 


ſirous of your happineſs. They long to 


ſee you among them. And they would | 
ſpring forward with rapturous exultation, Z 


to greet my on your arrival there. 


N That : ye may all of you give p Ray an 
opportunity of doing this, is my fervent 755 


prayer for you. Ls Jem Chriſt our 
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the former half of theſe words, and 
opened to you the nature of Death in all 
its awful and affecting circumſtances. 1 
ſhall therefore proceed to the other half at 
preſent, and enter upon that ſolemn hour 
of Judgment which is foretold to us in it. 
This is here declared to come after death; 
and it is to determine the fate of Soul and 
Body for ever. And a very alarming de- 
laration 1 it is. We are all deeply inter- 
eſted i in it. Ye and I are equally to ſhar 
in the allotments of that day of Gerade 
deciſion. And ye and I are equally con- 
mel therefore, to know. the wonderful 
N 5 * 


On Daub, 


AY conſt 


Beo FU F all ae rs ee 
of a formal judgment muſt have been to- 
tally unneceſſary. It became neceliary, 
only in conſequence of the Fall. Had man 
lived on in a ſtate of unſinning obedience, 


with God, and ever kept up in a ſtate af 


of Life; he would have paſſed, as I have 
formerly told you, from this world to the 

next, without going through the grave and 
gate of death. He would have paſſed with- 
out any ſeparation of foul and body, and 
without any form of a judgment, to the 
manſions of his everlaſting reſidence. And 
the whole man would have been conſigned, 

juſt as the Spiritual Part of him is now, 
at the hour of his ſummons into Eternity, 
to that particular allotment there which he 
had deſerved by his conduct in life. Bat 
the Fall, of courſe, made a great change 
in the ſcheme of Go s intended } . 
ings to man. Death entered into, the 
. e world; 
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ever maintaining an intimacy of friendſhip 


health and vigour by the fruit of the Free 
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world; the ſoul was to be n rent 
aſunder from the body; and the one was 
to be laid in the grave, while the other 
was to be carried to a place peculiarly pro- 
vided for it. There Both are to remain 
till the end of the world, when they ſhall 
again be united, and ſhall receive together 
their common ſentence of approbation or 
condemnation for Eternity. And this 
ſentence is to be paſſed with every cir- 
cumſtance of ſolemnity, that can ſtrike 
the eee 0 or ape the nie, 
of man. 


One great _ 1 aden r ſuch a 
formal procedure on the part of yo . 
plainly this. — Ever ſince the Fall, | 
earth has been a mixt ſcene of —_ 
and Badneſs. The wicked and the reli- 
gious have been jumbled together, have 
fared equally well upon the fruits of the 
ground, and have thriven equally well un- 
der the influence of the ſun, - “ The rain 
and the ſun-ſhine have deſcended alike 
e upon the juſt and the unjuſt.” And 
very frequently he who has neglected 
. NDP) 


— — 


has almoſt dared his threatenings, receives 
a greater portion of the good things of this 


world from the hand of Gow, than the 


Servant, the Friend, and the Favourite of 
.Gop. That Gop ſhould fo act in diſtri- 
buting his favours, is abſolutely neceſſary 


to the trial of 4 Fallen Being, who is in a 


ſtate of purgation from his Fall, and who 
is training up under the diſcipline of Hope 


for Heaven. But then it is alſo neceſſary, 


That when this order of things, which has 
been brought on by the Fall, is put an 
end to by the end of the world, the very 
reverſe of all this ſhould immediately take 
place; That the Wicked ſhould then ſee 


their wickedneſs openly in the ſight of all 
the world: reſented and puniſhed by Gon, 
and the Good ſhould ſee their goodneſs as 


openly owned - and *rewarded by him; 
That the terrours of the Lord ſhould be 
formally drawn up in a tremendous array 
againſt. the former, and the loving- kind- 
neſſes of the Lord ſhould be equally called 


out, in all their train of glory and happi- 


7 _ towards the latter. 
| For 
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'Gop, he who has deſ piſed his orders, he who 
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For this reaſon then, a formal day * 
Flint became neceſſary after the Fall. 
For this reaſon alſo, it is to be conducted 
in the moſt ſolemn and awful manner. 
And it will be the moſt amazing event, 
that the eye of Men, that the' eye of An- 
gels, ever beheld, Oh, let us repreſent it 
in all its ſtrongeſt imagery to our fancies, 
Let us bring it out in all its livelieſt co- 
lours to our minds. And let us dwell with 
Aa fearful kind of PIG on the: ws 
Filing ee 8 


Let us ſuppoſe e Cs upon the 
nd, when that wonder of wonders ſhall 
begin to break upon the unexpecting world, 
And let us ſuppoſe ourſelves to ſee it pro- 


ceed in the order, in which the Scripture 
tells us it ſhall do, 


| The firſt beginning of it will be with | 
an Earthquake. e ſays St. John i in 
the Revelations, „ there was a great earth- 
6 quake, and 'the Sun became black as 
* fack- cloth of hair, and the Moon be- 
e came as blood *.“ 1 no 2 55 | 


i — * 


vi. 13. 0 


N | will 


will be ſuch a one as is ſpoken of in alf 


* ſince men were upon the face of the 


. © earth, ſo mighty an earthquake, and fo 
& great *. It will ſhake, we may ſup - 
poſe, the firm pillars of the earth from 
end to end, and make them © reel to and 


ce fro as à drunken man.?“ Ard it will 


certainly, as the Seripture aſſures us, make 


* every MOUNTAIN and ISLAND to be 0 


ce ED out of THEIR PLACES f. T bis 


will be the fifft grand ſign of the end bf na- 


ne This will be the firſt great agony of 


the expiring world But what muſt be the 
confuſion of the wicked inhabitants of earth, 
in theſe dreadful moments? We My 
conceive ſomething of it, from the account 
which is given us by our bleſſed Saviour, 
and in the Book of Revelations, Then, 
as he ſays, ſhall be « upon. the earth DIS- 
£6 TRESS OF NATIONS, with PERPLEXITY: 5 
. TRE SEA AND THE WAVES ROARING; 
«© MENS HEARTS FAILING THEM FOR 
„ FEAR, AND FOR "LOOKING AFTER 
| THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE COMING 


- 


55 Rev. Wi. FL t Rey. Vis Ihe” 
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other part of Scripture,” „ ſuch as was not 
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< ON THE EARTH *.“ And, as St. John 
adds, then ſhall the kings of the earth, 
< and the great men, and the rich men, 
e and the chief captains, and the mighty 
<< men, and every bondman, and every 
c freeman, hide themſelves in the dens 
« and in the rocks of the mountajns, — 
<« from the face of him that is going to fit 
c on the throne, and from the wrath of 
e the Lamb f. They ſee, they feel the 
Whole ſcene of amazement, that has been 
ſo long foretold, now burſting upon them, 
all unprepared for it. In the hurry and 
diſtraction of their ſinful ſouls, they ſhall 
flie from the towns that are tottering on 
every fide, and threatening inſtantly to bu- 
ry them alive; and ſhall take ſhelter in the 
country. But they will ſtill find the ſame 
avenging power of Gon purſuing them 
thither, and the ground ſtill ſhaking under 
it to its deepeſt foundations. — They ſhall 
then run from the quaking vallies to the 
hills, or they ſhall run from the labouring 
Ps to the vallies. Vet they ſhall find no 


5 » Luke xxi, 25—26, | * Rev, vi, 15—16. 


refuge, 


ſink and open under — And the hills 


ſhall ſeem as ready to caſt off their maſſes 
of earth, and bury half the world under 


their ruins.— They will probably endea- 
vour therefore to eſcape from the unſteady 


footing of the land, and to find reſt for the 


ſole of their feet upon the waters. But 


there a more than equal train of terrours 


will meet them. * THE SEA anD THE 


„ WAVES WILL BE ROARING.” The 
ſame ſtroke from the arm of Gop will 


give a ſtill greater force to the water, than 
to the land. The ſeas and the ocean will 
be all in an outrageous commotion from it; 
rearing their heads to Heaven, and threat- 
ning to ſwallow up the land immediately. 
And © every iſland” within them will 
even be moved out of its place,” before 
the tempeſtuous violence of the waters: 
They had fearfully run to the ſeas to ſave 


them: but the ſeas preſent a more horrible 


picture of frightfulneſs than the land, 
Kio run back therefore with a conſter- 


5 en, 


refuge; no e from the a ter- 
routs that oppreſs their ſouls. The val- 
lies' ſhall ſeem ready; every moment, to 
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And they ſit down at laſt (we 
may eber in a kind pf ſtupidity from 
their overpowering fears, ſubmitting to 

hat they cannot avoid, and gazing half- 
ſenſeleſs at the hoſt gf terrours around 
them. Where is now that wretched con- 
f Gidence of the Sinner, with which he uſed 
to look down upon the Religious? Where 
Is the jeſt, that he had once ſo ready to 
point at Piety? Where is the ridicule, 
which he has ſo often played off upon 
Sanctity? All, all are fled. The boldeſt 
Sinner now trembles in every nerve, and 
envies the compoſure of the man whom 
he once affected to deſpiſe. He would now 
be happy to exchange ſituation and ſpirit, 
with the weakeſt child of religion that ever 

he yented his ſpite upon. And he throws 
himſelf on the ground, we may ſuppoſe, 
hiding his face in the duſt, and unable to 
look up from the very ſinking of his ſoul 
within him. The world, in his knowledge 
of which be once truſted, is now breaking 
into ruins under him. The multitude of 
: ſinners, in Which he once. boaſted, are all 


now. 


* . 2 8. 7 


00 „ Datz —— e. =. 
nowirithe-ſame abject; een him- 


felf. And he is going tobe delivered over 


with them to ſtill ſuperiour terrours. 


4% : 
1 
e 


ſtrikingly brought before our eyes in the 
Bock of Revelations. I ſaw, ſays St. 
John, a mighty Angel come down from 
% Heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a 
*, rain-bow was upon his head, and his 


e face was as it were the Sun, and his 
and he ſet his 
right foot upon the ſea, and his left foot 


* feet as pillars of fire 


on. the earth: and he lifted up his hand 
4 to Heaven, and ſware by, Him that liv- 
8 ke for ever and ever, who created Hea- 

ven and the things that therein are, and 


« the Earth and che things chat therein 
are, and the Sea and the things which 


are therein, IHAT THERE SHOU TEE 
4 TIME NO LONGER *,?” How formiday 


bly particular is this deſcription.! We ſee 
the: mighty Angel, to Thom -is .giveniths | 


— See . r 


* ry 7 * 
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ture, 


Then will follow probably, what is 40 
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ture; deſcending from Heaven on the f03 
lemn errand. A cloud balf- wraps him 
round. A rain- bow extends in an arch 
about his head. All the brightneſs of 
the ſun beams forth in his countenance. 
And his legs ſhine out like two pillars of 
fire. With this amazing appearance we 
glory, he comes down to the earth. He 
fixes his right foot on the ocean; and finds 
aaa firm footing, even; on the tops of its 
_  tofling waves. He then ſets his left upon 
the land. He thus beſtrides half the globe. 
And in this majeſtic poſture we ſee him 
"lifting up his hand to Heaven, in the an- 
tient manner of thoſe who took a ſolemn 
oath; and awfully. ſwearing by the God 
bf Heaven and Earth, THA TIME. 
SHOUED BE NO MORE, FW . 


UT | 


5 e muſt all th crea of this 
DN 0 act affect the beholding children of 
men]! How much muſt they add to the 
terrours of the Sinners particularly, now 
perhaps relieved from the earthquake, and 

juſt venturing to look up to the threaten- 


ing ace of Ts And with what an 
| e 


8 fi "Fa —_ he ſos: the - Angel 
coming down from thence with a cloud 
and with a rainbow, and a new Day (as it 
were) ariſing in the firmament. How 


muſt he be aſtoniſhed to ſee him approach-. et 
ing nearer and nearer, ſetting one of His, 


flaming feet upon the ſeas, and 


the other to the land! And how n — | 


more muſt he be aſtoniſhed, as he beholds 
him raiſing his hand to Heaven in the act 
of ſwearing, and as he hears him ſwear by 
the tremendous name of Go, . Trar 
TIME SHALL BE NO MORE! _ Theſe words 
will go to the bottom of bis ſinful ſoul. 
5 hey will deſtroy every fond remains of 
the hope, with which he flattered himſelf 
in his heart, That the earthquake was not 
the immedi iate fore- runner of the Judg- 
ment. They will convince him to the full 
aſſurance of all his fears, That this hour 
of dread and en is Wen n 
upon him. 


in 6 8. Ie bas now 
c its afligned courſe. It began 
with the "EN and the world muſt end 
6 
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h in ue this moon, hat 
have meaſured out time to us, and were 


Hriginally made © to be for ſigns, and for 


res ſeaſons,- and for days, and years,” are 


no wanted no longer. That awful circle 


of ages is finiſhed, for which Go created 
he Heavens and the Earth. And thoſe 
important moments are arrived, which | 
have been fo carefully concealed in the 
councils of God, and kept even from the 
knowledge of Angels. . The Heavens and 
the Earth, once fo beautiful a workman-' 
ſhip of Gor's,. but fince deformed by the 
fin of man, and yet even then ſhewing 
wonderful marks of wiſdom and good- 
nefs, are now to be deſtroyed, They are 
to be ſtruck out of the liſt of the creations 
of Gop. And the ſpace, which they fill 
in the univerſe, is to be reduced to the con- 
dition in which it ſtood before the begin- 
ning of the world. The voice of the 
mighty Angel has given the ſignal. And 
the inſtruments of Faden are _ to- 
enter upon the. work... | | 


The 


On Den A Er. 83 
The earth has been formerly deftroyed 


Fr But it is no to be deſtroyed 


by fire. And this deſtruction will be much 


more com pleat than that was. That ex- 
tended only to the earth on which we live. 


This will reach even to the Heavens over 
our heads. That left even the earth fit tg 


be inhabited afterwards. But this will re- 


duce the whole frame of nature, the Hea- 
vens and the earth, to a mere heap of ruins; 
and turn the whole creation to à cinder. 
And Gon has his ſtoxes of fire reſerved · in 
their proper cells for the day, ready to. burſt 


forth at the word of command, and purge 


the maſs of matter around us of the ſtains 
it has contracted from the ſins of man. 


The Angel has now given the word. 
They inftantly burſt forth, And the Ge- 


T 


00 The _ ! prong 3 Sil are 


© &, therein, are now. burning up; as St. 
Peter prophecied they ſhould be #. A fire 
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fs 5 6 earth” at once. And the games are 
baſtening to meet all together in the cen- 


ter. The works of art, the works of na- 
ture, all ſink before them. The ſolid earth 


itſelk is periſhing every moment in the fires. 


Half of it is already gone. And the reſt 
will be gone in a few moments. Where, 


| where are the Buildings, that once adorned 


the face of the ground, and were -peculi- 


_ arly the pride of our own ifland? Where 
are the Mountains, that once ſtretched their 


long ridges acroſs the globe? Where are 
the Seas, that once ſurrounded the whole 
earth, and beat upon our own ſhores? 
They are not to be found. Their place 
„ knoweth them no more.“ ee are all 8 


as FE "ey" had never =.” 


But this geftrudtion (as I ableved be- 
fore) is not confined merely to the earth. 


The fins of man have tainted all the air, 
have ſpread an infection over all the ele- 
ments, and have breathed a corruption 

even over all the firmament. And they 


axe therefore to be equally purged by fire. 


* b of earth he may ſuppoſe) 
will 


4 


07 Death, Sis Se. 1 
Will PHY in a mighty blaze to the ſkies, 


and ſo ſet fire to the wonderful canopy 


over us. The Heavens,“ we are ex- 


preſsly told by St. Peter, „ſhall be on 
„ fire and be diſſolved, and the Elements 


. mall melt with fervent heat *,” And 


what a dreadful addition will this A 


the whole, the earth all one vaſt circle of | 


fire below, and the ſky all one vaſt cover- 


ing of flames above, a moſt tremendous 


monument of the wrath and juſtice of 


Gop? Where is now the Sun, that for 


ſo many thouſands of years has diſtributed 


his light to the world ? Where is now the - 
Moon, that has fo happily ſupplied his 
place, while abſent? And where are now 
the Stars, that have fo frequently made up 


to us the want of Both? Alas! © the 
cc heaven” itſelf is © departing” before the 


flames, even © as a ſcroll when it is rolled 
< together +.” It is now * paſſing away 


« with a great noiſe . It is actually 
gone. And the whole extent « Heaven 
and earth | is no more. 8 


. 1 1 10—12. + Rev. vi, 14. ; 
1 2 Peter, iii. 10. 9710 335 
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Nlere then let us pauſe a while, and make 
one uſeful and heartfelt reflection over the | 
ne of our ws mp . | 


Ye "le" toon thi laſt ruggtes' 10 as it 
Wide) of univerſal nature. Ye have been 
preſent to the concluding. ſcene of Heaven 
and Earth. And oh! let the awful repre- 
ſentation be never blotted from your minds. 
Ye have been introduced to ſuch difco- 
veries of amazement and terrour, as muſt 
chill the breaſt of ſinfulneſs even to the 
very ſoul. Ye have ſeen it burſt out upon 
the unexpecting world in a dreadful earth- 
quake, that ſhook, the globe to its center, 
and made the foundations of the earth to 
ſeem like ſtubble. Ye have ſeen the com- 
miſſioned Angel deſcending from Heaven, 
fixing his feet upon the ocean and the land, 
and ſwearing by the dread name of Go, 
That TIME SHALL BE No more. And 
ye have ſeen the deſtruction of Time and 
the world inſtantly taking place, the de- 
ſtroying fires beginning, ſpreading over 
the face of the Earth, and even involving 


the whole Heavens above us in the general 
i ruin. 


55 


+ tn e. Fudgment, &c. 8. 
May ye have beheld all this to its 


2 ert purpoſe 5 May theſe ſtriking 
images ſtick cloſe to your ſouls, and be 
habitually preſent to your minds! And 


may they thus ſerve a8 2 ſtrong bias of re- 


ligion upon your hearts, making you ever 


ſerious about the grand buſineſs of life, and 


putting you upon an inſtant, a continued, 


an earneſt eie For: theſe Aagiſving 


events 1 


8 


Glan, 5 bleſſed Lord My. that this 
way be the happy lie for * 
as Chriſt. 
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0 ti is appointed into Men once to die, but ut after 
; ny the fans YT 


TN my laſt diſcourſe to you, I brought 
1 before your eyes the whole of that 
Ariking event, the General Deſtruction of 
the world. I' went on with this ſubject 
through all its parts, that ye might feel it 
in all its terrours. And I hope it ſpoke to 
your hearts in a language, which will not 
| eaſily be forgotten. I am ſure, it ſpoke to 
mine in very powerful terms, while 1 was 


0 delivering it to . 1 N 


But I ſhall now go back to 1 1 pur- 5 

poſely omitted to deſctibe at the time, the 

grand formality of Judgment. This will 
come in between the parts of that General 
| | Deſtrudtion, 


Or Death, Finns ry c. ; 39 | 7 


Deſtruction, Unten I deſcribed ſo particu- A 
larly in my laſt, It muſt certainly take | 


place before cc the earth and the works 


* that are therein are burned up,” and 
before © the Heavens ſhall be on fire and 


be diſſolved. A flaming world, or a 
; world reduced to aſhes, will be no proper 


ſtage for the ſolemnity of Judgment. And 


it will come in, I preſume, immediately 


before the general firing of the Heavens 


and the Earth. Thus, as I ſhewed you 
laſt Sunday, a wonderful earthquake ſhall 
ſhake the ſolid globe from end to end, and 


+ give ſtrong intimations of its approach- x 
ing ruin. Then, as I alſo ſhewed you, 
an Angel ſhall deſcend from Heaven in the 


fight of all the world, cloathed with a 
cloud, and with a rain-bow about his head; 
his face ſhining out with the brightneſs of 
the ſun, and his feet appearing like two 
pillars of fire. With this appearance, he 
| ſhall be ſeen to ſet his right_foot upon the 


ſea, and his left upon the land; and ſhall 


be heard to ſwear. by the dread name of 
Gov. Trar TIME SHALL BE NO MORE. 
Inflantly: upon this, I ſuppoſe, & BE: ſun 
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90 SERMON, VI . 


e will 1 black as e of hair, 
2s * and the moon become as blood, and the | 
20 ſtars of Heaven will fall unto the earth, 
« even as a fig- tree caſteth her untimely | 
2. figs, when the is ſhaken of a mighty 
< wind *.“ And then, then will come 
the Judgment. That this will be the order 
of .things at that awful day, I ſuppoſe from 
our eee account of it in St. Mark's 
and St. Luke's Goſpels. * In thoſe days,” 
he fays, © the ſum ſhall be darkened, and 
e the moon ſhall not give her. light; and 
< the ſtars of Heaven ſhall fall, and the 
e powers that are in Heaven ſhall be 
ec ſhaken ; and THEN ſhall they ſee the 
Son of Man coming +.” And, as he 
ſpeaks more circumſtantially i in St, Luke, 
there ſhall be ſigns in the ſun, and in 
« the moon, and in the ſtars; and upon 
e the earth diſtreſs of nations, with per 
c plexity ; the ſea and the waves Bape : 
« mens hearts failing them for fear, and 
1 40 for looking after thoſe things which are 
& coming on the earth: for the powers of 
2 Heaven ſhall be ſhaken: and THEN | 


| ee vi. 1e. 123. OP Mark xiiĩ. 1 
| | « 


| o, Dass, — ge. 1 
<< ſhall they ſee the na) of Man « com- 


8 „ 5 


1 Then ſhall Mb come once: more fram 
Heaven, who has been here before; even 
the Bleſſed Ixsus. He formerly made his 


appearance upon earth, as the mildly ma- 
jeſtick inſtructer of our underſtanding, and 
as the gracious but dignified reſtorer of our 
nature. He has ſince reſided in Heaven, 


and fat at the right hand of Gop the Fa- 
ther, ever making interceſſion for us, and 
endeavouring to perfect his wonderful kind- 


neſſes towards us. And he is now coming 


to compleat the whole ſcheme of his aſto- 


niſhing concerns with us, by ſummoning | 
before him all the. race of man, all that 


have ever been in, life from the beginning 
to the end of Time, and eee Weir 


by 


everlaſting doom, | B 


The firſt, an of his coming will 


* what he himſelf calls (7E Sen of 
„ the Son of Man,” „ The Sun,” he 
ſays, c ſhall be darkened, and the moon 


« ſhall 
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. shall not give her light, and the 1 6 


| & ſhall fall from Heaven, and the powers 


bo of the Heavens ſhall be ſhaken: and 
c then ſhall appear the Sign of the Son of 


« Man in Heaven *.“ This in Al pro- 


1 bability will be a great Croſs of Light, ap- 
pearing in the ſky, and telling the approach 


5 the mighty Saviour of the world to judge 
Ever ſince his death upon the croſs, 


this has been the grand appointed badge of 
his religion, and ſo will form the propereft 
ſignal of his coming. This awful enſign 


of the Redeeming Gop will appear proba- 


bly, as borne up by ſome of the An! gels, 


and going before the reſt of the train. 


b 
1 *%, "EE 
7 4H 
p i 
44 


And it will probably throw a ſtrong light 


over all the now darkened compaſs of Hea- 


ven and earth, and even ſerve as a kind of 
| occaſional ſun to 9 the 8 8 0 10- | 


— 


Next will follow, we may ſuppoſe, a 1 
vaſt multitude of Angels. Angels ſhall 
certainly attend 12 the alte of 11 che 


» Mat, aiv. 29, 30. 


c Death, Faalgment; &. | 93 


| . 1 upon this the execution of his 
office. He himſelf has expreſsly aſſured 
us, That in theſe moments < all the Holy 


Angels ſhall come with him *,” And 


what a train of pomp and grandeur muſt 
they make! All the proceffions, that we 
have ſeen or heard of upon earth, will be 
merely the parades of children in compari- 
ſon with this. It ſhall be made up, not 


of Nobles, not of Kings, not of Empe- 
rours, but of Beings greatly ſuperiour to 
all, of Angels; of Beings, who have al- 
ready paſſed their hour of trial, and are 7 


| fixed in a happineſs. which never can-be 
| loſt; of Beings, each of whom is able, by 


a fingle ſtroke of his arm, to lay whole 


hoſts in the duſt at once; and of Beings, 
who have the honour to be the peculiar 
Friends, and the Sine FE: ene, 
of Go. . 


Then will come 9 "Td: 2 ot 7 


All. He will appear in the fame. human 
form, in which he converſed fo familiarly 
with 1 wen earth. The fame: Doug that 


* Mat, zzy, 2 85 
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2 SERMON vi. =. \ 
fuffered on the croſs, and that was after- 
Wards raiſed from the grave, ' ſhall now 
make its appearance again, united (as be- 
fore) to the Godhead; and ſharing in all 
its Divinity.' But oh! how changed, how 
different, will he appear from him, who 

ſuffered himſelf to be bound, to be ſcourg- - 
ed, to be ſpit upon, and to be crucified, 
He is no longer the ſuffering. JIxsus, 4 
| man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
. grief.“ He comes now © with power 
4 and great glory *.“ He comes in 
66 his:own glory and in bis Father's . 
He comes in all che dignity and pomp of 
the Godhead, to execute one of the great - 
eſt and grandeſt works, that even the eye 
of nen hinelf, ne,” has ever. az 


— 


: adi wok "RY en « coming. i in 
« os clouds of Heaven f.“ Then, 
ſays our Saviour, “ ſhall all the tribes of 
te the earth mourn . And, as St. John 
adds, Behold ; He cometh with clouds, 
2 a 8 Oo ſhall fee him —3 e 


. * "In xxiv. 30. 7 #1 Luke i IX» . 
fo Mit, XXIV. m7 
6e kindreds 


„ EkEindreds of the earth mall wall becädtg 
« of him *. Encompaſſed as they ſtand 
with a horrible darknefs, the Heavens all 
one black cloud, and the earth all one mid- 
night gloom; the mere children of the 
earth, the ſons and daughters of fin, ſhall 


look up to the new wonders, that are open- 


ing upon them from the ſky, with amaze- 
ment, with wildneſs, with diſtractien. 
With amazement ſhall they ſee the ſign of 
the Son of Man advaneing in the clouds, 


and caſting a ſtrong luſtre over all the air. 
With wildneſs ſhall they behold: the crowds 
of Angels, all iſſuing from the gates of 
Heaven, and glorying in their attendance 

upon their Lord. And with diſtraction 


ſhall they view the face of the adorable 
Jzsvs himſelf, once their Saviour, once 
their Mediator, but now their Judge, their 


ere and their Puniſher. 1 


Yes; while oe is abs) caſe with the 


who have forgotten Gop (as it were), 


| becauſe he was ſeemingly abſent from them; 


who have overlooked him in the Creation, 


0 Revi ks 7. 


becauſe 
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_ becauſe He did not come forward to theis 
ſenſes; very different will be the. feelings 
of the ſerious and the devout, of thoſe who 


| have long lamented their on weakneſſes 
in ſecret, and have been every, day con- 

: verſing affectionately with their Gon in 
8 prayer. They will look up to the awful 


intimations of his. coming with pleaſure, 
They will < lift up their heads with joy. 
They will ſee with rapture, That the day 


| of « their Redemption,” the day which is 


to reward, them for all their troubles. and 
ſelf-denials, the day which is to begin a 
period of un-interrupted and un-mingled 
happineſs to them, is now arrived at laſt. 
They will hail with high ſatisfaction the 


1 of © the captain of their ſalva- 


« tion,” as it begins to appear in the ſky. 


They will congratulate themſelves on the 
fight of the Angels, coming now for the 


laſt time to © miniſter unto thoſe who ſhall 
* be heirs of falvation.” And they will 


| dwell with tranſport on the view. of their 


All-Gracious Maſter, now *< coming in 


the clouds of Heaven, and bringing his 
reward with him.“ 


Thus 


Of Death, Fulgmint, Ne. .. Of 


Thus beheld with different eyes, and 


3 with thouſands and ten 
* thouſands of his ſaints *,”” the J udge 


deſcends towards this ln: world. And 


he deſcends, as St. Paul aſſured us he 


would, „ with a' ſhout, with the voice of 
« the archangel, and with the trump of 


„ Gop +.” — The. whole attending Hoſt 
of Heaven ſet up a ſhout, at this the grand 


accompliſhment of the deſigns of Provi- 


dence. Theſe Sons of Gop,” as we 


are expreſsly told in Job, “ ſhouted: for 


«©. joy” at the creation of the world. And 
they equally ſhout for joy now, at the 


deſtruction of it. The end, for which it ; 


was made, is fully anſwered. And the 


glory of Gop, the principal aim and ob- 
ject of theſe highly-thinking ſpirits, has 


been amply diſplayed in its continuance. 


But what, muſt we think, will be the 


force and effect of a ſhout, raiſed by ſuch 
an innumerable. multitude, ſet up by “ all 


«© the Angels of Heaven?” Millions and 


millions of mere men could never equal it. 


* Jude ait. f 1 Theft. ir 16. 
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It muſt found therefore “ as the voice » of 
«© mighty thunderings *, and ſhake the 
whole frame of Heaven and Earth. It 
ſhall even enter into the depths of the 
earth, and into the caverns of the ocean. 
And it ſhall rouze all the ſleeping bodies 
of the Dead there intp-ſecond life. — Then 
che grand Archangel, who is to direct (we 
may ſuppoſe) the form and ceremony of 
this aſtonifhing work, will lift up his fin- 
gle voice; and with the ſame power, with 
which our Saviour once cried out to the 
deceaſed Lazarus, will probably bid ther 
all come forth from their graves. —And 
then a blaſt from the Trumpet of Gon 
will bring them ORs W _ 
ts | n | 


This 9 ſhout, that 8 and 
1 ſummons from the Trump, are all 
ſtiled in one paſſage of Scripture THE 
'VorcE oF. THE SON OF Max. « All 
<<. that are in the graves,” it is ſaid in St. 
John, Shall hear his Any, and hall 


Ade! * Rev, ix. . 
come 


come forth; ink that haye done good, 


ec unto the reſurrection of life, and they 
c that have dona evil, unto the reſurree- 


'& tion of damnation #.” And let us dwell 


a re more neee on this N 


. 93 l 1 2 
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its children, and' is {6 fully ſtored with 


mould that has once been human, will 
now ſurrender up the bodily remains which 


have been committed to it; The duſt of 


= | ground” will appear quickening on 


ſide. And the whole ſurface of the 


> almoſt; will be full of life. Bodies 


the feet of the living; throwing up the 


flood of Noah below the weights of 'the 


2 and under che bottoms of the coor 
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I nt; oi ce ce, be n 1 
has been the common burying- place of all 


ground before them as they riſe, and 
breaking away from their graves. And 
bodies,” that had lain for ages upon ages in 
the earth, and were buried perhaps by the 


— _ -- 
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| tains, all hear the general call, all burſt 
from their ſecret cells, and all come' forth 
to Judgment. The ſea alſo becomes fruit- 
ful as well as the land, and ſends forth the 
bodies that have been intruſted to it. 
They ſtart from the caverns in which they 
had ſlept there, below the roarings of the 
waters. They are riſing. (a as it were) · in 
every wave. And they. join their revived 
brethren of the land. The ſea,” ſays 
St. John, who ſaw all this in an actual 
viſion, the ſea gave up the Dead which | 
ec were in it, and Death and Hell gave up 
6c \ the Dead which were in them *.“ 
105 it the e Sit 'of „ | 
of Angels, of that voice of the Archangel; 
and of that blaſt from the Trump of Gon, 
ſhall not be confined in its power even to 
the earth or to the ſea. It ſhall reach be- 
yond the bounds of this world, and ſhall 
__ even into the place of departed. Spi- 
And it ſhall ſummon all the ſouls 
| . thence, to return once more 1 


a Rer. Xx. 13. 


1225 2 4 . | earth, 
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at; and to be once more united to their 
bodies. They ſhall leave their abodes. 
They ſhall repair again to the world. 
They ſhall find their old companions of 
clay ready prepared for them. And they 
ſhall again take up their reſidence in them. 
"This St. John means, when he ſays that 
9 ſhall deliver up the Dead that are in 

HII there means, as I have formerly 
cold you it does in ſome other paſſages of 
Scripture, not the Place of the Devils and 
Damned Souls, but the general abode for 
all the / departed Spirits of men, from the 
hour of their departure to the hour of the 
Reſurrection. And this HELL ſhall now - 
pour forth all its numerous ſouls, and ſend 
them back to the bodies from Which * 
| were taken. 


With K joy and fatisfation maſt 
the Souls of the Pious hear the ſound of 
the Archangel's trumpet, ecchoing through 
all the Houſe. of Spirits, and calling them 
away to Judgment. They have long been 
hoping for the day. They have long been 
Fraying it to be haſtened. And it is now 

H « come 


tes 8 ER MON VEB 
come at laſt. T hey ſpring forward with 


E peculiar activity, we may ſuppole, to join 


| thoſe bodies of theirs, which were origi- 
nally made by Gop for their happineſs, 
and from which they were ſeparated by the 
conſequences of the Fall. They are con- 
ducted to them by Angels probably. And 
the two parts of Man are happily n 

to each other again. 


But very different wil be the e f 
the Souls of the Wicked, in their place of 
confinement. Every impriſoned Spirit 
there muſt ſtart with horrour at the ſound. 
It is a call to ſhame and contempt, in the 
eye of the whole - world,. It is a call to 
diſgrace and infamy, before all the aſſem- 
bled Angels, It is a call to juſtice, to 
condemnation, to puniſhment, from the 
hand of Gov himſelf. They have fre- 
quently fancied it ſounding in their ears 
before, They have been ſpending their 
time, ever ſince their departure out of the 
body, in a fearful and trembling expecta- 
tion of it. And their expectation is now 
too _ confirmed, _ all their fears. are 
ak 


rh no ee hm in an 3 of a 

pain through every ſoul, as it runs round 
the walls of their priſon -houſe. . Every one 
of them will linger to obey the call. They 
ſhrink back with terrour, at the thoughts 
of a re- union with their bodies, once the 
partners of their guilt, and now to be the 
companions of their ſufferings. And, 
_ dreadful as their ſituation has been ſince 
they left their bodies, they would willingly- 
Ray where they are, rather than face the 
horrours of the hour of Judgment. But 
all their backwardnels, is in vain. The day, 
ol chuſing has long been over with them. 
They wilfully choſe Evil, when they might 
have choſen Good. And they muſt now. 
abide by the conſequence. Some of thoſe 
very Devils probably, who have drawn 

them into ſin, are now made by Gop to 
be their puniſhers in part. The Good 

Angels are ſaid in Scripture to miniſter 
unto the heirs of Salvation ; and the Bad 
Angels muſt miniſter therefore unto the 
| heirs of Deſtruction. And theſe in all 
probability come, drag them away, force 

H 4 7 oe” 
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them to rejoin their WE OY ad when ew 
them 1 to their {pes 1 en 159 
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tion of theſe Sinful Souls at that moment. 
Think of it, thou Sinner, whereſoe ver 
thou art, and tremble. Think of it, thou 


that alloweſt thyſelf in any known ſin. 


Oh think that thou mayeſt ſhare in this 


very conſternation, and that thou probably 
wilt. Oh think of this, and then lull thy 


ſoul into ſlumbers, if thou canſt. One 


unrepented fin of commiſſion, one wilful 
departure from the laws of Gop, may ſend 


thee all off thy guard into Eternity, and 
may bring thee thus lingering, thus ſhrink- 
ing back, thus full of conſternation, be- 
fore the face of thy Judge. And, ſhould 


that be the caſe, how wilt thou regret thy 


unthinkingneſs, how wilt thou condemn. 
thy folly, how wilt thou curſe thy ſtupidi- 


| ty, in life! How wilt thou remember, 


with 'biting remorſe of heart, That thou 


| hadſt been earneſtly warned of all theſe 
terrours which are now come upon thee, 


Thar thou hadſt Tem all ſet in terrible 
| as ; 


. Datz Judge mt, 


array before thee from the Pulpit, Woe | 
That thou hadft been warmly and urgently» 74 


admoniſhed to take ſhelter from them in 


religion. And with what a deep diſmay of 
ſoul wilt thou recollect every ſerious and 
ſoul-felt addreſs, that has been 8 to 


thee from this FIG | 


| Hippy! a 8 will it BE for 8 3 if . 
ſuch had never been made. Happy, if 
thou hadſt been totally ignorant of this 
tremendous hour of Judgment, and hadſt 
never been taught to expect it. And hap- 


py even, if thou hadſt never been inſtruct- 


ed in any other principle of Chriſtianity, 
if thou hadſt never known the Glorious 
Scheme of the Goſpel, if thou hadſt never 


heard of the name of thy Redeemer. Thy 


conduct has turned all theſe bleſſings away 
from thee. It has made the gracious fa- 


vours of Heaven to become thy condemna- 


tion. It has made even the Goſpel of 
Love to prove thy deſtruction. And it hass 
forced thy Redeemer himſelf, He who _ 
melted in pity over thy fate, He Who 
bowed the Heavens and came down to 


OW.» 1 make 


1 . ˙ . . 
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make thee happy, He who endured the 


diſtreſſes of poverty, the pains of ſhame, 
and the pangs of death to ſave thee; it has 


forced even this Lord of Mercies, and this 


the majeſty of a Judge, and to exerciſe 
the ſeverity of an Enemy, againſt thee. 


Terrible indeed will be that majeſty, and 
dreadful that feverity, to thee. A wicked 


Heathen may have ſome excuſe for his fins, 
But for thee, for a wicked Chriſtian, there 


remains nothing at the hour 'of account, 
but © a fearful looking for of Judgment, 
« and of Fiery Indignation, which ſhall 
£ devour” and OO” thee * to — | 
RE foie „ 


From this horrible feuntion awd AY 


concur with Gop to. fave thyſelf, before 


the time comes when thou ſhalt not be 
able to do it; for thy own! ſake. And 


may Gop, not yet provoked to the utmoſt 
py thy ſins, concur with thee in this ne- 


ceſſary buſineſs, for the ſake of thy Sa- 
9 28 Jeſus Chriſt, . 


8 E R- 


7 kene, IX, 27. 
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, AVING laid before you the diy of 
I Judgment in part, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to deſcribe to you the remainder. 
And may it make an impreffion on yottr 
heart and on mine, ſomewhat equal to the 
greatneſs and grandeur of the ſubje&, to 
the high intereſt that ye and IL have in it, 
and to the aſtoniſhing ae hh of * 
ou us Both. | 


With the Sihlibtaiſs" of the ea At 
will be raiſed from their reſt in the depths 
of the earth or in the caverns of the ocean, 
and be preſented before the throne of 
Chia Raf the "OY inhabitants of the 

; woe ; 
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world, the millions that ſtand ſtruck with 
wonder at all this amazing ſcene of things 
in their eyes, be preſented before the ſame 
throne. Both ſhall come together to the 
Judgment-ſeat. And Both ſhall there re- 
ceive their ſentence together. This ap- 
pears from the accounts which St. Paul 
gives us in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſa- 
lonians: 6; I would not have you to be 
<6 ignorant,” he ſays, ©. concerning them 
« which are aſleep,” that is, which are 
dead: For this we ſay unto you by the 
66 Word of the Lord, That we which are 
cc alive, and remain unto the coming of 
„ the Lord, ſhall not prevent, that is, 
mall not go before, © thoſe which are aſleep.” 
But we—ſhall be caught up together 
« with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air *.“ The dead diſciples 
of religion, he ſays, ſhall be as readily 
brought before their Saviour-Judge, as the 
living. And if this will be the caſe with 
the Good, it will be equally ſo with the 
Pads, The wicked Dead ſhall not be be- 


7 s in, 13. 15: i” 


is 
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bind the wicked Living in their appearance 
at that throne of horrour. And Both ſhall 
| ſtand together there, trembling at what 
they ſee before their eyes, and ſhuddering 
at e ey: OOTY: to DO) nen on e 


Wen the earth and the ſen wie deli. 
| 4nd up all the ſtores of Human Duſt, 
which have been ever lodged in their cells; 
and when HELL, or the place of departed 
Spirits, has ſent forth the vaſt multitude of 
Human Souls, which have been kept in its 
large abodes; and when all the generations 
of the Dead ſhall once more ſtand upon 
this earth of ours: then ſhall they and the 
Living * be caught up together in the 
ce clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” 
The whole immenſe body of men and wo- 
men, all that have ever trod the ſurface of 
this globe, all that have ever riſen into life 
from the firſt creation of the world to that 
period of its cloſe, all, all ſhall then be 
caught up into the clouds. The Angels 
certainly, the Devils probably, will be 
employed in this great work. And what 
an amazing appearance will it make! All 
92 „ „ that 


35 their actions; all that Gop's own hiſtory 


zo SERMON VI » 
that have filled the pages of hiſtory with 


in the Bible ſpeaks of, all that hiſtories 


written by mere men notice; and the mil- 
lions. upon millions, that are not noticed 
by either; all are now mounting from the 
earth, which has long been the buſy Rage 
of their deeds, and all are going to be 
| judged for them. Their numbers proba- 
tions of man. They can only be reckoned 
up by the Arithmetick of Gop. And 
hat a wonderful Flight of Beings muſt 
they make, as they ſpring from the earth, 
„e ee on and higher in the air, 
And As bee OR the Judg 


| | This ſeat ia . And i it is fixed, 
nat upon the earth, but in the air above. 
t. Paul has already told us, ye obſerve, 
chat we ſhall be all caught up together into 
the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 
In the air therefore will his throne be fixed. 
And in the air wHl all theſe numbers be- 
8 your number be preſented before him. 
* | 4 e e 
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5 They find a firm footing in the clouds. 
Even the Throne itſelf ſtands as firmly 
upon them, as on the central pillars of the 
globe. Their bodies, in the inſtant they 
were raiſed from the graves, or in the 
moments they were caught up from the 
earth, have undergone a very extraordinary 
change, and are become ſpiritualized and 
refined. We ſhall not all ſleep,” ſays 
St. Paul, meaning that we ſhall not all die 
before the end of the world, © but ſhall all 
„ be CHANGED, in a moment, in the 
cc twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump; KB 
« for the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the = 
& Dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and 1 
e we ſhall be CHANGED; for this cor- K 
. ruptible muſt put on incorruption, and * 
e this mortal muſt put on immortality,” . 
Hence it appears, that both the Dead and 
the Living ſhall have their bodies equally 
changed by ſome ſudden and ſecret work- 
ing upon them, at the laſt Trump. They 
ſhall become by it fitted for the new abodes 
to which they are now to be afligned, and 
fo be as capable of treading. on air as the 
Angels themſelves. And the whole multi- 
20 5 CC 
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BE tude (e may 8 will appear ab 
ranged in the air, filling its ample ſpaces 
from end to end, and ſtretching in ae 

_ circle around the throne of Faint 


e is ee in Scripture as “ 4 
40 Great White Throne *,” It will be 
ſuch a Seat of Judgment, no doubt, as 
was never erected upon earth. The throne 
of the higheſt Emperours | will be merely as 
+ + he. turf-ſeat of a peaſant, in compariſon 
| with it. And it will be, it ſeems, an aw- 
ful State-chair of Light. Light will form 
the Body of it. Light will form the Seat 
and the Steps. And the whole will appear 
as one dazzling throne of light. We are 
here told, ye ſee, that it will be a white 
throne. And in Daniel we are aſſured, 1 
that it will be © like the fiery flame, and 
cc its wheels as burning fire;” and that 
« A fiery ſtream ſhall iſſue and come forth 


0 « before it +. 44 


ar on this, will appear the the 
1 &f all the world. And his is; xombrannd will 
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1 full of majeſty, power, and terrour. 
St t. John, who ſaw all theſe things in that 
kind of viſion, of which 0 am endeawour- 
ing to give you and myſelf ſome faint re- 
E lays thus concerning the Judge 
particularly. I ſaw a Great White 
e Throne, and H IIA that ſat on it, from 
de whoſe face the Earth and the Heaven 
re fled away, and there was found no place 
« for them; and I ſaw the Dead: ſmall - 
ce. and great, ſtand before. Gop *” No 
words can more ſtrongly deſcribe than 
theſe do, the dread and formidable appear- 
ance of the Gop-Max, as ſeated on the 
Circle of the Sky, and preparing to judge 
mankind. The Earth and the Heaven, it 
is ſaid, 6 FLED AWAY FROM HIS. FACE, | 
AND THERE WAS FOUND. NO. PLACE . 
« FOR THEM.” 9 8 theſe moments of 
J udgment, the whole creation will be- all 
covered with darkneſs, except what iſſues 
from the Croſs and Throne of Light. It 
will be all trembling probably to its imme - 
diate deſtruction. And it will be ready * 
drop inſtantly 3 into nothing, as ſoon as s the 


* Rev xx. 11—1. 


N | ” ES * * o 1 4 . T's 2 
WW: . F Bu I 2 th . „ 
8 2 * 4 by ; ea... : ud = * 
«i Þ EF, i N - 


1 


wy 02 


„ A 


from it upon 5 Souls 0 + the tomy 
| Huddering as they all ſtand before him, 

Having the terrours 7 his eye directly bent 
uA pon them, and having the Iightening. of 
5 countenance e md Xx 
| wem? 5 5 


e Thus ſeated o on << bs iratl's of his "A 
; « ry % and ſeeing ec all nations gathered 
4 before him *,” He'ſhall open the Books 

"of Memorial, which have been carefully 
kept by Go, and which contain the 
. tranſactions,” the · thou hts, and the cha- 
racters of every the moſt triffing individual 

among men. Theſe, the ſure and un-er- 
ring records of Heaven, Are now to be 
folemnty | opened. And 'every man is to 
receive his ſentence, according to What is 
regiſtered there. „ ſw,” fays St. John, 
«© the Dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
4 Go; the Books were opened; and 


K. dhe Dead were Judged: out bf thoſe things 


- . a” P—Y jo 22 : 
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ö 1 „ which 8 the Boeks, 20. 
&© cording. to * works *,” Such re- 


| eflary in themſelves to. 
Gon His ning, to which things paſt, 
preſent, and to come are all equally nearz 
and which remembers the flighteſt tranſac- 
tion that paſſed a / thouſand ages ago, as 
readily as one that happened only a minute 
ſince; this muſt furniſh him with the 
knowledge of every thing neceſſary to 
J udgment. But God is frequently plea- 
ſed, as in this caſe, not merely to uſe ex- 
preſſions that lie moſt level to our under- 
ſtandings, and beſt ſerve to explain his 
awful powers to us; but even to act in ſuch 
2 manner, as ſhall trike moſt upon dur 
minds in the reading, and be moſt ne 
to our ſpirits in the ſeeing. Thus he keeps 
an exàct account of all the behaviour of 
men, and has kept one for all the genera- 
tions that have riſen and fallen ſince the 
days of Adam. And thus he will produce 
theſe wonderful hiſtories at the end of the 
* em n 1 . 


pane” Rey, XX. 13. 
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e out of thoſe things which are written in 
| _ the Books, according to their works.“ 
given us in the Bible, in the relations and 
characters of the Good and Bad which we 
meet with there. The whole will be then 
read to the attending worlds of Men and 
Angels. And every character will ſtand 

wich ignorance, which partiality, Which 

5 ſpirit of the world, are perpetually 

chrowing over the characters of perſons 

around us, will be all taken away by the 

certain hand of Gon. And the man will 

appear as he really was. The hypocrite 

will be ſtript to the ſłin, and ſhewn to the 

world in all his naked uglineſs. And the 

man who dreadfully fancied: all religion to 

be hypocriſy,” who at leaſt conſidered al- 

moſt every outward appearance of it to be 

fo, and who was particularly careful to 

-baniſh it from converſation, and to keep it 

out of company; ſuch a man as this, the 

frequent creature of the preſent times, will 

find himſelf put down in thoſe Rolls of 

'T 1 either as ol cee againſt the 

2 | Ay * 
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ma jeſty'of religion, andi a direct enemy to 
G and Godlineſs, or at leaſt as a poor 
mean wretch, that was aſhamed of. his 
a mp SINE: HK gs We 7% 


s fit 14 2 


Bi: fore us 1 ofe, T ow! we. 3 Re 5 
Books opened at this inſtant, That we 
now hear them read aloud to us, and that 
we are every moment in dreadful or in 
hopeful expectation of coming to the parts 
which concern ourſelves. The grand 
Archangel, ho lifted up his ſingle voice 
to fummon the Dead from their graves, is 
perhaps employed in reading them. And, 
at the cloſe of every character, a kind of 
preparatory Judgment is pronounced by the 
Gob-MANn. Let us alſo ſuppoſe, that we 
ſee this very ſtriking deſcription of him, 5 
which is given us by Daniel, actually pre- 
ſented to our eyes. fe The Antient of 
„days did ſit, whoſe garment was white 
e as ſnow, and the hair of his head like 
pure WOol; his Throne Was like the 
F Fiery F lame, and its Wheels as, Burn; 
6 ing Fire; a Fi iery Stream iſſued and 


„ came forth — him: TW thou- ; | 
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e fands / miniſtered unto him, and ten 
c thouſand times ten thouſand Rood be- 
« fore him: The Judgment was ſet, and 
“ the Books were opened . Theſe 
Books are deſcribed in Scripture as con- 
faſting of ſeveral, which contain the tranſ- 
actions of all good and of all bad men in 
life, and of another, which bears only the 
mames of the Good recorded in it. The 
4 Books were opened, ſays St. John; 
te and another Book was opened, which is 
*< the Book of Life; and the Dead were 
eee eee ee, ers 
” FAM and. N was abc 
2 written in the Book of Life was caſt 
& into the lake of fire 4.” In another 
age of Scripture the wicked are ſpoken 
of as thoſe, f whoſe names are not writ- 
= in the Book of Like of the Lamb 
| undation of the world.” 
And, when the hiſtory of each man's life 

tias been wend, and the larger Books have 
determined his a&tions; che ſmaller one i 


N 
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to determine his fate. If his name remains 
inſerted within it by the hand of Gop, he 
is pronounced Good, If not, he is pro- 
nounced Bad. And then ſhall take place 
the ſeparation, of which our Saviour 5 | 
forms us in St. Matthew's Goſpel ; 
_claring, that in the day of pe" cola v8 
< ſhall ſeparate them one from another, 
ee as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep from 
the Goats; and he ſhall ſet the Sheep 
on his right hand, but the Goats on the 
e left æ. As each character is read from 
the larger Books, and as it is proclaimed 
whether his name is found i in the Book of 
Life or not; the mixed multitude will be- 
gin to ſeparate, every individual will go 
off to the right or left, and the vaſt circle 
around the throne of the Judge will gra- 
dually break away into two diſtin bodies, 
one of the Good on his right hand, and 
the other of the Bad on his left. And let 
as ſuppoſe, that we now ſee all this in 
_— and that we now feel it t i. 
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What then muſt be te: thoughts of 


every wicked Spirit amongſt us, in that 
moment of deciſion for eternity? How, 
ſhall the Drunkard, how ſhall the F orni- 
cator, how ſhall the profane Swearer ap- 
pear, as he hears all the ſins of his life 
called forth into open view, and as he 
\ Hnds: himſelf obliged to join the lamentin g 
train on the left. Conſcious of the ſinful- 
tenour of his days, ſenſible of his late allot-» 
ment among the ſouls of the unhappy, he 
| ſhall ſhake and quiver with affright, as he 

hears his own hiftory juſt going to be be- 
gun. He ſhall be bowed down with an 
inexpreſſible weight of terrours on his ſpi- 

rits, when he hears his offences fingled out 
one by one. And he will wiſh to fhrink 
into himſelf, from the innumerable eyes 
that will be fixed upon him, and 1 
and of his I, Bay act, chat once 
gave him pleaſure, now pays him with 
horrour in the relation. Every offence: 

now carries a dagger to his heart, Every 


tp wad becomes a freſh brand (as it were) 
5 9 


to the fire my is leteng up Wacht Mm. | 
And, when he is ordered to g off to tlie 
left, he ſinks half- dead with conſternation ' : 
| at the ſound. Think of this, thou Drunk 

ard. Think of this, thou F. ornicator. 
Think of this, thou Profane Sweater. Ty 
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"Row will ho terrours of that 88 be 
confined to the more open ſinner. They 
will extend to the unhappy many, that, in_ 

| the ſtrangely prevailing, indevotion of the 
human heart at preſent, can riſe from the 
bed of ſleep in the morning, or lie down 
upon it in the evening, without any devo- 
tions at all. This ter” I am afraid, . 
takes in numbers amongſt you, my Bre- 
thren, numbers, who appear decent in their 
general conduct, and numbers, who attend 
upon Publick Prayer. And Oh! let me. 
tell you, what muſt. neceſſarily be your 
reception at this ſearching, period of trial. 
You will then repent, in agony of ſoul re- 
pent, of every neglect of private devo- 
tion. The hours of morning and even- 
ing, that haye ſo often paſſed over. | 


your heads without tacir proper accompa- 
niment 


„ 


-” 
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miment of prayer, will then appear mY 


T ten in everlaſting characters upon the Books 
of Gon, and will be proclaimed. aloyd as 
with the voice of a trumpet. And yqur 


horrid cuſtom of Indevotion will be ſeen 


7 by yourſelf to haye levelled you at the time | 


with the beaſts that periſh, and will now 


level you with the worſt of ſinners. The 


eye of your Judge will give a double force 
to every reflection, and make {as it were) 


' 2 ſword to go through your very ſoul. 


And You, who flattered yourſelf perhaps, 


and was flattered by others, that you was 


religious enough, will find yourſelf to your 
amazement and your woe commanded to 
ſtand on the left, and to ſhare the miſe- 
rable "oe of the Prof 1 2770 ah 


On, think of ths 3 chou art, 
chat ever neglecteſt the regular returns of 
Private Prayer. Think of this, ere it be 


too late to think about it at all. When 
once thy ſoul becomes familiarized to the 


neglect of thy prayers, it grows more and 
more hardened in the fin, and gradually 


. the * of it. Then wilt 
thou 


now makeſt to thyſelf for the omiſſion. 
Then wilt thou lie down without the re- 
morſe, which thou canſt not but now feel 
for the neglect. Thou wilt then lie down 
and riſe with as little concern about it, as 
the Ox that riſes from thy paſture, or as 
the Horſe that lies down in thy ſtall, Or, 
if a ſudden thought- ſometimes touches thy 
heart about it, thou wilt ſhake it off, and 
return as ſerene as before to thy rooted ha- 
bit of Indevotion. By this means, thou 
wilt gradually be bringing thy mind end 
thy ſpirit to ſomething like the condition 
of the Deyils themſelves, into the ſame in- 
attention towards Gon, into the ſame 
ſtrangeneſs to him, into the ſame with 
drawing of thyſelf from any intercourſe 
with him. And ſo thou wilt gradually 
| be opening a HELL within thee. Lo be 
inattentive to Gon, to become eſtranged 
to him, to withdraw ®ylelf from all inter 
_ courſe with him, is opening a compleat 
and perfect Heir within thee. And this 


OE then eee 
n wu 
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when thou: ſtandeſt: at the foot of the Tudg- , 
aten 
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Then mall chat ebe en thee haſt N 
dbb before, in his turn ſhew a ne- 
glect of thee. Then ſhall He, to whom 
thou haſt eſtran ged'thyſelf, refuſe to know 
thee at all. And He from whom thou 
vii wein will « cut thee' off from all 
intercourſe with him for ever. Thou 
ſhalt” then pray: but he wilt” not hear. 


Thou ſhale then beſcech him to liſten to 


Thou ſhalt call upon him with every paſ- 
ſionate plea | of earneſtneſs; thou ſhalt 


Ekneel to him with every moving argument 


of: OY. "ON ye "ou be? al: in vain. 


Wigstave been Smd, 8 a | now, in whe 
great hour of his vengeance, he will not 
ſuffer thee to come nigh him. In the bit- 
terneſs and diſtraction of thy ſoul,” per- 
haps, thou wilt call upon thy devouter 
friends, thou wilt call upon thy religious 
aa thou wilt call upon the Holy 
l 5 Angels, 


uf 
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1 Angels, to join their prayers with thine, 
and to intercede for thee with thy Judge. 
But they muſt all acknowledge the juſtneſs 
of thy lot. They muſt all conſeſs the ne- 

| ceſſity of thy fate. And they muſt reſign 
thee up, unaffifted and unfriended, to the 
wailing multitudes on the left. Nothing 
will then be wanting, but to pronounce the 

| ſentence againſt thee, And that ſends thee 

for ever, with. thoſe abandoned: 8 pirits to 
whom thou haſt. made thyſelf ſo dreadfully | 
like in indevotion, to the regions of la- 
ed and er. FFF 


5 . . 
1 


* 
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Fro rom 1 . may 1 the 55 of De- 
votion, cultivated i in our breaſts, and kept | 

up. continually in private prayers, deliver 
you and me, through the merits of Jzsvs 
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Heonews ix. 27 


25 is appointed unto Alo eue to die but ter 


W eee 


- HAVE Pre long upon the wit ue- - 


clarations in this paſſage of Scripture. 


And 1 Qill dwell upon them, becauſe they 


are awful. I cannot employ my own 
"thoughts, and J cannot fix your attentions, 


upon a ſubject that is fo uſefully ſolemn 


and ſo formidably important as this, that 


goes ſo much to the heart of all Chriſtianity, 


and that is ſo likely to influence the whole 


round of your ens 


When the grand abt has taken 
place which I deſcribed to you in my laſt, 


S* and 


42 


1 the whole 4 
human race, that is now met together for 
the firſt and for the laſt time, Has divided 
into two bodies, and gone off to the right 
and left; we may eaſily ſuppoſe the 4" 
ful eds, which muſt ariſe i 
breaſts of one of the parties. n a 
countenance of ghaſtly amazement muſt 
thoſe on the left look at the numbers on 
the right, and ſee themſelves cut off from 


their ſociety for ever. Brothers torn from 
Brothers, and Parents from their Children, 


muſt feel an addition to their woe from the 
conſideration; if it was poſſible that any 
thing could add to the load of affliction, 
which muſt now lie heavy at their hearts 


for their own ruin. But the ſenſe of this 
will blunt every other feeling. Their own. 
ruin will be uppermoſt i in their thoughts. 


Their own ruin will be neareſt to their 
| Hearts. And every other conſideration 
will appear as WR in NO with 
this. GT 

But, amongſt the reſt of the wretched, 
how diſtinguiſhedly miſerable muſt be thoſe 


Jews 


de ns 
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Jews. * thoſe 8 who were con- 
cerned in .crucifying - the Lord of Life : 


Every eye, ' fays St. John, „e ſhall ſee 
& him, AND THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED a 
tc him *. They that condemned him to 


1 


the croſs, they that executed the ſentence 


upon him, Both ſhall behold him. And 


oh! with what different countenances will 
they now behold him! The Roman ſol- 


diers, that put the robe and crown of mock- 2 


royalty upon him, that ſtruck his vene- 
"Table face, venerable even under all the 
"diſguiſes of human nature, and that at laſt 


| preſumed to nail him to the tree; they muſt 


look up to him with Nan aſtoniſh- 


ment. That humble man, whom they 


treated with all theſe indignities, is now 


exalted in their ſight, not indeed to the 
kingdom of the Jews, not indeed to the 
empire of Rome, not indeed to a ſeat even 
among the Angels, but to ſomething infi- 


nitely "ſupefiour to all. Inſtead of a robe 


of ragged ſcarlet and a platted crown of 


thorns, He now wears all the enſigns of 


the e Royalty of Heaven. : And that LOS 


5 * Rev. i, 7. 15 ' 3 15 
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which was buffeted by their vile hands, is 
now ſeen by them darting the lightening 
in its looks, and armed with all the e 5 
of the thunder i in its 18 oo 
But, if ſuch will Fa the aſtoniſhment of. 
the common ſoldiers, the mere execution- 
ers of the commands of Pilate; how verx 
great muſt be that of Pilate himſelf! He - 
| knew not indeed any more than the ſoldiers, | 
That the man who ftood arraigned before 
him was © a God come down upon earth. 
«'in the likeneſs of man. But he muſt. 
have known him to be a. great and mighty 
Prophet, a holy and awful Perſonage, 
whoſe doctrine, life, and miracles beſpoke 
the Godhead within. And he actually 
<« knew, that for envy the Jews had deli- 
« yered him unto him.” Tet with all 
_ theſe reaſons for exerting his authority to 
deliver ſuch a perſon from ſuch perſecutors, 
he meanly ſhrunk back from his duty; he 
meanly bartered away his conſcience for 
his intereſt ; and for fear he ſhould be re- 
ported as © no friend to Czar,” and ſo 
loſe all his intereſt at 7 he « conſent= - 
We Ga. 


* 


7 the: 


my Law vil. 


& ef that it {hold be as thiyy. deted. . 
And all theſe things muſt now preſent 
themſelves to his memory, With a livelineſs 


and a freſhneſs, as if the facts had been 


done only the day before. Every circum- 


ſtarice of his feandalous conduct wilt now 


riſe ſtrongly upon his mind. He will be 
| i much preſent to the whole Nene in 
fandy, as he was once in reality. And he 
Will now fee the faintneſs of his efforts to 
me Him, the declaration of his innocence, 
and his diſelaiming al ſhare in the ſThed- 


ding of that blood which he himfelf deli- 


© Ved to be ſhed, as only ſerving to prove 
_ the conſciouſneſs of his guilt, and ſo to 


Heighten- the degree of his puniſhment. | 
With confuſion upon confuſion, will he ndw 
look up to HIN as his Judge, who formerly 


wes judg ed by him; and ſtand trembling. 
a8 à prifoner ibu hope before Him, 
Who once ſtood as a prifoner, bur in all the 


eompoſed Majeſty of Worth, before him. 
He will be fure indeed to be treated with 


that equity now, which he refuſed then. 
And he will receive that juſtice, Whick he 
12 not ew. But then chis equity, this 


juſtice 


— 


4 * 


. Deal Jap, d. 
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ee And fe Will - türk 
7 With horror fm tis face cr 2 85 


e 3 They 1 £88 1 5 
8, they Thew from His es 
Prog 12 0 Was . 1688-&pedted Mean 17 
their nation. They Heard the voices k 
on Prophets ce 85855  fabbath- day in theit 
fiagogues,” All Renin Nam bo Be 
15 kn, Ty fav the wonderful we 
which he brug in Weir ftrests, all 
pointing him out to be “ He Dir, u e 
© come. And they were particularly 
cbnvinced of it, by his ralſing Lazürus 
from the grave; even four days after his 


death. Yi wins ban abi) herr unn 1 


the World, with fouls that were funk into 
due mud ef earth, they wanted a Mein 

dreſſed up in all the acebutrements of 4 
Romam General, and leading them on to 
battles and donqueſts. And they therefore 


132 8 E R MON VIII. 


refuſed to receive his offers of ſalvation. 
Their depraved inclinations called for a 
Meſſiah, that, inſtead of reclaiming the 
wildneſs of our Fallen Nature, ſhould in- 


| creaſe it; that, inſtead of ſaving us from 


the conſequences of the Fall, ſhould in- 
flame them; and that, inſtead of - raiſing 
us to the joys of religion, and the hap- | 


1 pineſs of Gop himſelf, ſhould plunge us in 


blood and ſlaughter. And, ſtung to the 
quick with thoſe powerful e of 
his being the Meffiah, which were hourly 
breaking in upon them; and enraged to the 
laſt degree at all their dreams of earthly 
| greatneſs being entirely overthrown by 
him; in the madneſs of impiety, they de- 
termined to ſlay him. They thus reſolved 
to put him to death, whom they had ſeen 
to be the Author of Miraculous Life to 
others. And they combined to cruſh him, 
who confeſſedly carried the Powers of Om- 
© nipotence on his arm. With infinite force 
muſt the ſenſe of this madneſs now recoil 
upon their minds, as they ſee themſelves at 

the foot of his Judgment-ſeat, whom they 


5 wickedly — to judge before. The 
2 5 Falle 


Falſe Witneſſes, whom they procured with 


a a murderous intention againſt him, now 

| ſtand forth before them, we may ſuppoſe, 
and charge the guilt of their perjury upon 
. - their heads. One of the Officers alſo, 

| which © ftruck him upon the face with 
<« the palm of his hand” in the open court, 
will now appear in infinite confuſion before 
him, and hold up that hand at the bar for 
mercy and pardon. And the high; prieſt Cai- 
aphas, who adjured him by the Living Gon 
to tell them, whether he was the Chriſt or 
no; and who, on his anſwering that he was, 
immediately pronounced him a Blaſphemer, 
and ſentenced him to death; he will now 
hear the very words, HB our Saviour 
then uſed to him, ſounding (as it were) a- 
freſh in his ears, and, with infinite agony 
at the remembrance of the Prophecy, will 
ſee it circumſtantially fulfilled. He will 
<« ſee the Son of Man,” whom he once 
beheld fo humble and fo filent, now * ſit- 


e ting at the right hand of Power,” and 


cc come in the clouds of Heaven,” ben __ 


nounes 1 2 fate of all mankind. 
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13% SERMON. VI. 
But aver-HowWered as all theſe, muſk: de 
| with theconſeioulpeſs of their crimes in the 
preſęnce of their, Judge, thefs will, be 
| ethers, who will be i were pyerpowered 
with the 8 capſeioulnes. Thoſe were 
Heathens. Thoſe were Jews. But whom 
1. den mean are Chriſtians; Chriftians, 
who, diſhongurigg the games hays. Fither 
in the, pride of: their underſtandings „e: 
. ned the; Lord, whe bought. them” as 
their Lord and their Gp or, in the per- 
yedguels of: their hearts, have G6 <cOS: 
ed him, and. yet lived 25 if they gig. not. 
And a fate, in thels, moments of lads 
went Wil be worſe, than that of the Jewilh 
K H en e of NN We. 


The world a lp e preſents. many, in- 
Fapces of; this hk ach of yaderſtapd- 
ings which refulcs to, admit any. thin Key 
irre bat what it can comgureyens. | 
This ig one af the higheſt. ace au eh 
Aue he fallen ming; of man 15, capable. 
1s is tp conhne the actions and the, nature 
of ( 30D, within the narrow bounds of ous 


conceptions, | And 85 is FCN what one 
7 | wouls | 


[ 


oul 1 think a Being, wh; only a ſingle 
{park of .xeaſon, could neyer be guilty of 
Yet, in the wildneſs and wanderings of 
pretended wildow, this aſtoniſhing folly is 
but too common. For it is found chiefly 
among thoſe, who have ſome pretenſions 
to the character of ſuperiour penetration 
and knowledge, and who-thus pervert the 
gifts of Heaven to their. own deſtruRtions 
And it particularly vents itſelſ in denying 
the Godhead of our Saviour. But har 
will ſuch 2 man as this look, when he 
ſtands on the left hand of the throne of 
Chriſt? He has argued hiqſelf into a dif- 
belief, that our Saviour was Gon ad web 
as Man: and with. what amazement” will 
he ſee him appear in all the glory of tha 
Godhead? He hath- ſet his face again 
the thouſand. paſſages of Scripture, that ex- 
preſsly declare him to be (59D ;, and'theſs 
paſlages will now: nig in dreadful. connic= | 
tion to bis. mind, and point at the ſcene of 
Judgment before him for their confifma- 
ton. He wilb nom to bis diſtraction ſen 
the force of Infinite Wiſdom ęxerted hy his 
enen in n open and ex 


„„ poſing 
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poſing the ſtrange preſumptuouſneſs of his 
ſpirit. And he will now to his deſpair 
feel the power of Infinite Juſtice wt hae 
4 puniſh | it 2 ak all Eternity. 


Vet even this kind of ſinners will be ſur- 
paaſſed in terrour and in ſufferings by thoſe, 
who acknowledging the Godhead of Chriſt, 
and owning every part of his Goſpel, ſtill 
live on as if they neither owned nor ac- 
knowledged any thing. Such men carry 
the name of Chriſt (as it were) written 
upon their foreheads, and yet continue to 
act as if they were never related to him. 
They profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; and 
are ſo, as far as concerns belief, But in 
heart, in practice, they are merely Hea- 
thens. With Chriſt's commands to holi- 
neſs before them, they wallow perhaps in 
unholineſs. Under a full conviction, that 
drunkenneſs now muſt be atoned for by an 
everlaſting faſt hereafter, they are frequent- 
ly, perhaps they are habitually, drunk. 
And thus, with the Goſpel- directions for 
Heaven in their hands, they take the 


. Rraight road to Hell. — Many, Gon 
| knows, Ee 
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5 knows, many are the perſons who act in 
this dreadfully contradictory manner. Ma- 


ny of them are daily dropping into the 
grave. And many of them are daily haſten- 
ing thither. But how ſhall ſuch a man 


appear, in this tremendous moment of ſe- 
paration at the throne of Judgment? That 
Lord, to whom he acknowledged obedi- 
ence due, but to whom he never paid it, 
now ſits in majeſty before him, mounted 
on the ſeat of Juſtice, and raiſing the right 
arm of his vengeance to puniſh him. The 
ſtupidity, the idiotcy of his own conduct 


1s then ſeen by him in the fulleſt light. 


He had ſtupidly put off what he could not 
but deſign. He had ideot-like deferred 
what he knew to be neceſſary. And he 
was overtaken in his folly by the day of 


death. He therefore ſhrinks back from 
the upbraiding eye of his Judge. He 


dreads to be reminded by it, of all which 
the Goſpel of that Judge had done for his 
falvation, of all the gracious promiſes 
which it once made him, and of all the 


N horrible threatenings which it once pro- 
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wed to. Bigg He Ber 3 D 
ings now beginning to be executed, in the 
offended looks of his Saviour. He would 
give worlds, if he had them, to ſhelter 
himſelf from the view. He would eagerly 
lee aways. if he could, and hide him- 


& felfin the dens and in the rocks: of the 


« mountains.” He calls to the hills to 
| ſcreen him, he cries to the mountains to 
cover him, from the terrour of a counte- 
nance, that was once the ſeat of muldneſs 

and graciouſueſs 2 and love to him, but that 
now appears worſe than ten thouſand. fu - 
ries to his deſpairing foul. < He ſays to 
2 the Mountains and Rocks, Fall on me, | 
« and hide me fram, the face of Him that 
6. ſitteth on the throne, and from the 
„ wrath of the- Lamb, F or the great day 
« of his wrath i is come, and "x ſhall Fa | 

< able to =o 4 5 


WW 2 ; 7 


+ Whete indeed Sell ee he is to 
| Rand at this hour of vengeance ? Where 
Gall the Vigolly ay", for melter? No. 


an Pea, Fae _ as: 2 


ec no..zocks. of, the. wayatains,. .A19 ar” 
hand. ta cover him, . The. thrones [the 
thrones, the. Judgment, aff arg above the 


ws of the. higheſt Nils, And I they 


were not, no dens, go. 


tains could cover him from the eye and 
hand of his Judge. That eye would dart 
down through the depths of a thouſand 
mountains, and flaſh ſhame and confuſion 
upon the face of the ungodly. And that 
hand could reach even beyond the bounds 
of the ocean, and arreſt the lurking ſinner 
there. Indeed worlds heaped upon worlds 
would neither ſtop the eye, nor check the 
- hand, of the Saviour-Gop.—He muſt ſtand 
forward, therefore, among the other com- 
panions of his fate, and be forced to hear 
the ſentence pronounced againſt him. And 
then he is diſmiſſed, with a heavy addition 
of terrour upon his ſpirits, to the great and 
grand dungeon cf Gop, the everlaſting 
priſon-houſe of the whole creation; there 
to continue; there to ſuffer, and there to 
lament, an the circle of Eter- 


nity. Fo 
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Now to Gop the Father, Gon the 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be our earn 
prayers addreſſed, 'that we may all eſcape 
theſe terrours and theſe ſufferings, hrougt 
Chriſt! 
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Fe 15. eos unto men once rep tie, but pol D 
| . the eee F a 4" 
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| a the Bad, which could never be made 


in life; and the two great diviſions now 


Rand onthe right and on the left of the 


Judgment - Seat of Chriſt ; then is to fol- 


low the mighty cloſure of the whole. The 


ſentence is then to be paſt upon Both. 

And Both are to be conſigned to that place 
of reſidence, for which they haye been qua- 
lifying their minds and e, their 


| een on earth. 8 + OM 


Ot hin wonderful 8 of che ſolemnity, | 
2 our Saviour has Siren. us the following ac- 


count. 


eee hetaannn the CHAS 


E 


eren 


Pa g 


de thirſty; and ye gave ine drfük; 1 was 


* n tay we dhe let cr n x 
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4 > count. When the Son of Manz“ | 


"= He, c Tha! come in his glory, and all 
&* the Holy Angels with him; then ſhall 


de he ſit upon the throne of his glory. 
„ And before him ſhall Be gathered all Ha- 
8 tions; and he ſhall ſeparate them one 
c from another, is a ſhepherd divideth his 
Le ſheep from the goats. And he ſhall ſet 


TITRE MIN right haft, büt the 
cc goats on the left. Tien mall che King 
« ſay unto them on (his right hand, Come, 


* 36 bleſſed chidren of my Father, inherit 
de ie Kingdom f 


For yen froth the 
tt Foundation ef the world. Fer I Was an 


de Ruffpered, and Fe gase me feat; I WW 


rt > ſtranger; and ye tobk mme in; naked 


N and ye choathed __ eee | 
E ifited me; I was in priſsh, wand ye | 
un kalte uto me. Then Thall the Right- 
de eotis anſwer him; faying, Lor 

* aw we thee an Hingred, and fed tee; 

e or thirſty, and gave thee drink? "When 


When 


cc ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took thee 
* in; er naked, and Qoathed thee ? or 


. > . 
1 ere 


& kame unto 107 And the Kink mal 
& ahſwer and ſay unto them, Venly I fy 
« Unto you, In às uch as ye have done = 
* it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Bre. 
« thretis ye have done it iints me. Then | 
| & ſhall he ſay alfo unts them on the left 
« hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
ce Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devit 
« and his Angels. For 1 was an Ningred, = 
& and ye gave me no meat; I was thirſty, 
c and ye gave wie no drink; 1 ws 4 
& ſtranger, and ye took me not in; naked; 
* and ye cloathed me not; fick and in 
& prifon, and ye viſited me not. Then 
all they alſs anqwer him, faying, Lord, 
« when ſaw we thee an hungred, or 4 
„ thirſt, or a ſtranger, or fick, or in p. 
& fon; and! did not mini 
„ Then ſhall he anfwer them, Giyitigy 
2 Verily 1 fay wits you, In as much as | 
ye did itn not to onè ef the leaſt of theſe, 
ye did it not to me: And eſe ſhall g%e 
« he . into keene. eee _ 


EY 


ow er?, 
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*, This a account is given us, we My re 


member, by Him who is to act the very 
part here attributed to the Son of Man. 
He is that Son of Man himſelf, and here 
ſpeaks of what he himſelf is to perform. 


And he ſhews us, that our charity to one 


another, our attention to the worldly wants, 
and our relief of the bodily neceſſities, of 
our Poor Brethren in this our ſtate of trial 
and of trouble, will be greatly inſiſted upon 


by him at the hour of J udgment. Wretch- 


ed as we are made even in this world by 


the Fall, by the introduction of ſin into 
the world, and by the. coming of miſery | 
along with it, Miſery, that: ſure and cer. 
tain, attendant. upon Sin; Go has com- 
paffonately united our duty to Him with 
our charity to one another. He has fixed 
our acceptance at his Judgment-ſeat, upon 
the ground of our being kind to our bre- 
thren. And he has declared the c one to be 5 


abſohaerly. n. ne to the other. 555 


ne A 
a». 


"Bas hen: this 4 is 1 40 -3 we * . ; 


Charity, however great and glorious, will 


not & be GuSciens of wk at that day of ri- 
gorous account. It will not make up for 
one — ſin, It will not atone for 


this — highly. And 
our Saviour's account of the Day of Judg- 
—— —— to confirm the 
fancy.” But his account means only this, 
That if other graces of the Chriſtian Life- 
are no - wanting, our charitableneſs will | 
greatly recommend us to the favour of our 
2 All other virtues will alſo be taken 
into conſider -chough this will be 
eſtoemed as one of the OI” Witch 
out holineſs? particularly, as we are 
expreſsly told, 6 no” man Hall ſee "the. 
* Lord.” And even, as we are alfo told, | 
„by our words we thall be juſtified, and 
< by our words we ſhall be condemned. 
The whole-circle of Chriſtian diſpoſitions, 
the whole round of Chriſtian practices. 
will be taken into the view of our Judge. 
nne all our words, and all 
ar thoughts . nn in che ba- 


Zn 


vin decifionifar bee. 069k mere 
fe N ene Aoi nog ns nib dam lob oth 
When all theſe have ee e eee 
5 from the Books of Gp, and the whole 
© goodneſs or the whole badneſs of every ſon 
and daughter of Adam now ſtands forth in 
full diſplay before the eye of the Judge; 
5 he will: then, proceed. to, pronounce the ſen- 
- _ tence, and aſſign them their ſeveral degrees 
, of reward or puniſhment. And let us pic- 
aure to ourſelves this grand act, the maſter- 
piece of the whole. Let us ſuppoſe, tha 
we now at this inſtant behold the awful 
Judge, arrayed in the manner, in, which I 
have formerly deſcribed him to you from 
ſme book of Daniel; with % garment 
a white;! as Sante and. the hair of his head 
e like pure wool ; his throne like the fiery 
5 « flame, and its wheels as burning fire; a 
« fiery. ſtream. iſſuing and comix g forth be- 
4 fore him. Let us ſuppoſe, t we ſee 


3 


kim at this inſtant riſing up to pronounce 

2 ſentence, with the appearance of the 
E manhood and the majeſty. of the Gopusap 
i ok together. r and 
3 a 291 43. | 4 : pity 


= will bs. 
He will appear; rejoicing with ſatisfaQiort 
99, the e dem en $2 1 


appear calmly angry 15 the a bn 
ten thouſands of the Wicked, who will be 
ranged on his left, n whom. he is now to 
pronounce, the Curſe, of. Go, and to 
hem he is to. aſlign. the miſeries of Hal, 
Apd,þe, will e we. may ſuppoſe, 
With, an * 5 N 1 erneſs * pia 
chem r {oat Vi nt N b 
«brow; ei Yo rtr df Hs 198 
With theſe different paſſions ſoftly blend | 
ing om his fade, he now begins to riſe from 
the ſeat of Judgment. Every eye, among 
the millions onceither! ſide? of him, will be 
ſtedfaſtly fixed upon him, ready al moſt do 
ſtart from their ſockets, and eagerly marla. 


ing his important movements. The fe 


of the World depends upon them. The 
-everlaſting- deſtiny of. his-mhals! race ef 
man is. wehe en ä et 4 
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- and inherit the kingdom prepared for 
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nt 32 R MON Ix. 
| avery heart will beat wich a tranſport or 8 


fear, way beyond" all that they have-ever | 
elt es Fear or of tranſport! before. Ae 


_—_— — 


x 


„ne mi Hilen; n „ ig pe 
Wers ſtep of the Judgment- Seat. 


dreſſes himſelf to the two divifions of Gogd 
and Bad. He firſt ſpea 


5 to thoſe on his 
right. And, as be ſpeaks; they lean*for- 
ward (we may ſuppoſe} with aſtoniſhing 
eagerneſs to catch the muſick of his words. 
* Come,” he eries with à ſmile chat ſhews 
a kind of Heaven opening in his counte- 
nance, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, 


4 you from the foundation of the world.“ 
Dome, ye who in the midſt of a thouſand 
temptations. er 2 Fallen rig and 


Fallen Natures — approve -your- 


wa oy eh 7 9 2 Religion, 


the right hand of the throne; come with 


Me, and enter with me e 


manſions of glory from which I am j 
nom come. I was once in the fleſh, like 


vou. This human form, which ye now 


tee, reminds you that I v0: 0nen. Fapoiel 6 


0 all the weakneſſes and 


ailings of your 


Fallen Nature, I can therefore; make 


ſufferings atone for them. And ye now 


tand before me, as acquitted of every 
guilt, as abſolved from every offence, and 


as the dear and favourite children of your 


Heavenly Father. Come then with meg 


| ad I, will now. aſcend with you to . your 
e Enthons ood 
Mora ih BE Ares. ON 


Wich what-inexpreſible, 3 | 
| eonceirable joy, muſt den wards. as theſe 
ears and fk int th hart of the elated 

MS. crowds) 


66 
have been now approved of for it by your 
Gon and your Redeemer, and placed at 


ene TM that they TY 
earth; muſt be infinitely inferibur to Te 
It muſt touch the ſtrings of their hearts with - 
force, even ſuperiour to what they Knew 
Juſt before. And it muſt run in one wild 
Kindung of rapture throughout their whole 
. Frame.” They are all now happy; happy 
in the approbation of their Gop; happy in 
Kalan, of their Judge; 3 happy in their 


8 "nity. And the ſeparation heir 
after death, the ſeparation-of ther. potions 
at the throne of Judgmeft, have now Had g 

weir full effect, in the glorious invitation of 
"their Lord to accempany him on his re- 

turn to Heaven; and to be with him there 

| n and for vero: bis rol grfigg 
AA e ee SOR! IO oat 
A > ts ali wilt then enfite Lalpkufe 
of deadly horrour to the Wicked on his 
left. And how muft the ſecret awe thrill 
throu h their very ſouls, in this moment 
of dreadful fuſpence. But it is how over. 

They ſee the Gob-MAx beginning to turn 

towards ogg They behold his face fixed 
= en them. Ane they obſerve him juſt 
1 3 TL £3447 n 9 2 NY Of | mm 
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He A Mretehes forth bis ; ae | 
hand towards them. And then he cries, 


<<. Depart from me, Ve curſed, into Evers 


46  Jafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 


<6 his Angels. Be gone from my pre- 
ſence, all ye who Were created by me in 
order to be religious 3 but who would not 


take my word, that the- only happineſs of , 


man lay in a religious-attachment to Go, ' 
in becoming more and more like to him in 
ching nearer and. 
nearer to my in Bliſs.” «Ve have _— 


EK. Lee eee 0 Gop, > 
and to be the makers and framers of your 
own. fortunes. Be gone therefore. That 
Gop, whom ye have rejected, is now - | 
eſtranged. to you. That Friend of An- 
gfls and.of Men, whom ye never: courted, 


then” I. 
fearful fancy they already hear the words! EP 
iſſuing from him, they already have then 

tingling on their ears, they 416 cady rg! 
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SERMON. 


. ye negleQed, whom ye even n dared. 
perhaps to deſpiſe in your heart, can now 
be no friend to you. And that bleeding 
and dying Saviour, who called, who in- 
treated, who adjured you to be ſaved, to 

walk in the line which he had marked out 

to you, and fo to ſecure to yourſelves the 

peace of obedience here and the bliſs of 
obedience hereafter; He, even he, 18 no- 

- your Fudge, and forced to condemn. \ "_ 
Be gone then, to receive that curſe which 
your wilfulneſs and wickednefs have brought 
upon you. Be gone to that horrible n N 
of fire, which the vengeance of Gon ſcoop- 
ed out at the rebellion of the Angels, and 
which is now to contain both you and 
them; Spirits equally rebellious, equally 
bre to Gon, and equally unfitted for 
any other habitation. Be gone. The 
preſence of Gop, the ſociety of Angels, | 
and the company of the Good, would be 
ſtained and ſullied by your continuance : 
among them, Heaven cannot take you 
in. Hell only can. And to that place of 


power apy endl Tous for ever. - 
4 15 5 ha 
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1 deep and general groan of 


horrour will burſt inſtinctively from the 


whole multitude. And all the terrours of 
that abode of Spirits, in which their ſouls 


were kept after death; all the terrours of 
the Laſt Trump, of their Reſurrection, 


and of their appearance before the Throne; 


even all the terrours of their grand n 7 


tion to the left of it; all, all will now ap- 
pear but little, in compariſon with what they 


feel at preſent. All Hell opens upon them 
in the ſentence. And all the horrours 


of an Eternity there break in . 


e fo ſouls, „„ OH pp 
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The Deec 


lemnity of man's Judgment is over. And | 


nothing remains to complete the 
but to ſentence thoſe abandoned 
enticed man into rebellion, jour 


have (fine china ſo many thouſands in 


it. 
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Kind, the. condemned numbers on the i N 
the. applauded numbers on the right; are 
Both ſilent witneſſes againſt them. Some 
2 Good are even made to act as Judges 
them. SHALL NOT WE JUDGE: 
. ANGELS 2 Aays St. Paul. They are 
condemned. They are condemned by 
thoſe very Beings;: whom they once endea- 
voured to draw into their diſobedience, and 
_ who are now going to be exalted into their 
room. And, if any thing could add to the 
wretchedneſs of theſe proud and revengeful 
Spirits, it muſt be, That they ſhall. not 
only be ſentenced with their ungodly fol- 
lowers to Hell, but that, while“ man is ſent 
thither by Gop, they ſhall be ſent by man 
himſelf. - The firſt of this rebel hoſt, the 
firſt in ſhame, in confuſion, in puniſhment, 
Will be that horrid Archangel, whom we 
peculiarly call IHR Dzvrt; ; the fore- 
moſt Son of Sin in the whole creation, the 
Beginner of Sedition in the works of Gods, 
and the Author of Rebellion even in Hea- 
5 ven. He will then be brought forth at the _ 
head of them. And he will then be ſen- 
bencnd with. them, oy" to A doom beauier 5 
than 


*. 


—— 


„ This dme che Wicked Will inftaodly 


Nenne to their place of torments. The 
Judge will begin to re- aſcend towards Hea- 


ven. All the Angels, all the Good, will 
attend him triumphantly on his way. The 


throne of Judgment will diſappear, ' The 


world will be given up to deſtruction. 
And Gop's- grand magazine of fire will 


burſt forth at once, and 2050 waſte: the _ 


creation rden * to e 


\ 


+. 
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The world, we muſt ſuppoſe, is now 
no more. Man is no longer in being, 48 | 
an inhabitant of earth. And how little 
; maſt now appear all the things, which 


once diſtracted our attention and perplexed 
our hearts! What were the troubles of 


life, which often ſat ſo heavy on our ſpi- 


rits, and were ſo diſquieting to our 


thoughts? They now appear merely as 
the ſtorms of a winter's day, forgotten 


ſt as Don as chey were pak and pre- 
LY L _ paring 


Gba, iti Ge. \ a 7 
Hum daft, ——— : 
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296 SERMON IX 
paring vs the better for thae" Everlaltiti 
Spring, which is beginning to open upe 
the Good. And whit wöre all the felf- 
denials of religion, "whit often felt fo 
grating to our bodily fenſes, and were fre- 
quently ſo harſh to our corrupted” patſions? 
They now appear only as the neceſſary re- 
Araints' of childhood, neceſſary to be com- 
manded by the parent while the child was 
in the ignorance of infancy, and neceſſury 
to keep it (as it were) from offering to 
play with the fire, or from venturing to 
feed upon poiſon. All new appears as it 


really was. Nothing is now valuable in 
the thoughts of the triumphing Good, but 


-what miniſtred to religion, Nothing is 
now dreadful in the reflections of the la- 
menting Bad, but what has led them to | 
—— ww wa & are fallen. | 


e ae n of (pin. Ye will all 

Rand at the Judgment · ſeat of Chili. Ye 

| __ wrill all take your places on the right or on 
' the left of it. And ye will all either hear 
with horrour, or liſten to with rapture, 


the degiding ies of your Judge, O may 
1 e "RP 


to it with rapture! May it 

und like the Harmony of Heaven in your 
ears 1 And may it go with the Deliciouſneſs 
of Heaven to your hearts | . 
May this happy caſe with every 
one amongſt you, through the merits of 


Jeſus Chriſt, - your - Redeemer and your 
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ET is ATA unto 1 once to ti, but after 
this the JR arr. 
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* diſcourſes upon this ſubject n now 
| draw near to a concluſion. I have 
nearly wound up the long thread of my 
exhortations and inſtructions from it. And 
T have only to defcribe to you the awfully 
pleaſing happineſs of Heaven, and the aw= 
fully terrible miſeries of Hell. Theſe in- 
deed are points, which it will be difficult 

to lay before you in any degree of lively 
forcibleneſs, equal to their important na- 
ture. But I ſhall endeavour to do it; and 
try to bring them ſtrikingly preſent to your 
thoughts, and to make them act powerfully 
* _ ſpirits. The general notions of 
Fo | „ Heaven 


N Daub, Pulletient, „ Kc. 330 
Ging and of Hell are often 0 confuled - 
and indiſtinct in chemſelves, that, they, haye 
not half the weight which they would 
-otherwiſe. have upon the heart. | It ſhall 
be my aim to clear up this confuſion, and 
to unfold this indiſtinctneſs, to you. And 5 
T hope that, at the cloſe of what I have to 
ſay to vou upon the ſolemn point, ye will 
have as clear and, a8 Juſt notions of the. na- 
bo ture of your future allotment i in the regions 
beyond the grave, as the difference between 
thoſe , ſcenes and the ſcenes of this world 
will permit. ns bes po ia gs 
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When the grand . of . | my 
15 now cloſed, and the Good and the Bad _ - 
have. had their. places of abode everlaft — 1 
ingly aſligned | to them ; then! is to come the 
great and mighty concluſion of the whole, 
the Execution of the Sentence of Gon. 
Then are all the Good, then are all. the 
Bad, to be ſent immediately to their "ſeveral 
Places. ; And Heaven .and. Hell are to e- 


* 


; ceive their x new colony of inhabitants. 3 
train of the religious — of: er will 
| 7 * 15 Fl 7 ; | be 


tis to drive their fallen als | reve 
8 drethren of Heaven, and the condemnet 
ſons and daughters of Adam, to their allot- 
ted manſions of miſery. The Son of 
* Man,” we are told by our Saviour him- 

lf, e ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 
<« they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all 


“ things that offend, and them which do 


. * iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into a Fur- 
ec. nace of Fire *. 4 At the end of the 
ce world, ſays our Saviour in another 


| place, ce the Angels ſhall come forth, and 
« ſeyer the wicked from among the juſt, 


ec and ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of 
8 Armed with all the power of 

GOD, they ſhall drive theſe wretched 
Thildren of deſpair before them. And they 


ſhall caſt them into that Furnace of Fire, 


which was prepared for the Devil and his 


Angels before xe e foundation of the world. | 


| 10 the mean time, the WP of the Adis 
of Gop ſhall aſcend with their Lord and 


[ N and with their new CE of 


I * Mat alk, PI . © at 49—50- [16h 


earth, to that awful place which is 655 it 
were) the peculiar Abode of Gop. This 
lies far above thoſe Heavens, which Firms a 
kind of canopy over our heads, and appear 
ſo beautiful to our eyes. It lies far beyond 
the place of the ſun and moon, far beyond 
all the ſtars. And it is the great and glori- 
ous Palace (as it were) of the Dread Sove- 
reign of the Univerſe. There he diſcloſes 
himſelf in ſuch wonderful brightneſs to the 
ſight of his creatures, that the Angels: 
themſelves are repreſented in Scripture, as 
unable to bear the blaze of it, and as co- ; 
vering : their dazzled eyes with their wings * 
And thus he is (as it were) the Sun of that 
Higher World, and the cauſe of infinite 
lagsfaction and gn © to the ts Mt 


Gon indeed, we Penn 1 is every. 
where preſent to his creatures. He is as 
preſent to us now in this world, as he will 
be to us in the next. And he will then be 
as preſent to the Devils and Condemned 

Souls in Hell, as to e — * 


F n * Ifaiah 1 
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ſecret to us, known only by gur reaſon, 


and utiperreĩved by our ſenſes. His Pre- 
ſerce there wilt be plaim and ſtriking, as 

Platm as the fun in à cleudlefs day, and as 
friking in its influences on our ſpirits. 
His preſenee to the Condemned in Hell 
wilt only add to their torments, and they 


with theink into their flatnes (as it were) | 
© hide t 
ener in Heaven! will be an iftexhauſtible 


mites from him. But his pre- 


and overflowing Fountafn of Bliſs to the 
Wells that are adrritted 10 the dene of it 
wilt be ever acting as an Enliv . 


erde on their ſhicits, and vill be bet e 
22 inn wis uf ee to __ Rs rope | 


a 5 * ba 


To this en — will 155 m ory 


Judge of Heaven and Earth now carry 


WFthe faithftif children of Got. He will 
bly ge before them, as the * Cip- 
"hs of their Salvation,“ to inttoduce 


wem te their neu abode; Fhey will pro- 


bably folts Y-” 


ly behirid, And the 
Angels Wil Hatutrally cloſe the rear. The 
3 proceſſion _ on, making to- 
RY „„ wards 


„ Baatz, FER &. 163 

5 Wards t 10 king dom f 139 TH Jay. _ 
ing the Earth, 7h Air, and the Skies all  - 
in dne flaitie below. And Gen the Fa- _— 
ther muſt look down deligfited froth his | 
throne, to fee ſo many of his Falfen Crea- . 
tures now for ever recovered from the F all, 5 

and now added for ever to the Huinber.. of 

hi $ Holy ly A angels. r 8 rd 


ER, 4 41323, Is: g 


Tie dein arriyes bf the Nr of —_ = 
And the gates fy open to receive them. „ 
The whole work of their Saviour-Cop i is 
now colfieluded i in glory. His Coming g down. __ 
upon earth as a Man, his Fe ant 5 
his exhortations, ' his life, and his. A. | 
have now had their deciſive and happy, 1 55 
effect, in the reſcue of millions from the 05 
jaws "of ruin. Thoſe millions are now 
come with their Divine Deliverer, 40. ene. ' 
joy the bleflings promiſed. to them, and to 
be happy with: him for ever and ever, 9 75 7 - 
They enter in to this place of wonders and, e ms 
vf bliſs. And he leads them, we may ſup- 
poſe, immediately to the throne of Hs 
& Father and their Father, a of dis #: 
6 * Gop and their Gon” S 
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„% SER MON. X. 


_ + Thos. throne is thus. „ FRY 
ſcribed in the Book of Revelations. Be- 
ee hold, a throne was ſet in Heaven, and 
One ſat on the throne. - And He that 
<<. fat was to look upon like a Jaſper and a 
Sardine Stone. And there was a rain- 
& bow round about the throne, in fight 
<« like unto an Emerald. And round 
& about the throne were four and twenty 
<<. ſeats, and upon the ſeats I ſaw four and 
cc twenty Elders ſitting, clothed in white 
ce raiment ; and they had on their heads 
cc crowns of gold. And out of the throne 
ce proceeded lightenings and thunderings 
<& and voices; and there, were ſeven Lamps 
. 'of Fire burning before the throne, which 
ec are the Seven Spirits of Gop. And 
ce before the throne. there was a Sea of 
« Glaſs like unto chryſtal ; and in the 
* midſt of the throne, and round about the | 
& throne, were four Beaſts * full of eyes 
<< before and behind. And the four Beaſts 
ce * had each of them ſix wings about him, 


* towing Caoture; ran % One had a face as a man, 
v. 7. And they are all the well-known emblems of the 
four e derived by l 170 this Scripture,” 


« and 


1 


On Death, Fudgment, de. by 
CY and they were full of eyes within. And 


by they reſt not day and night, - ſaying, 
<« Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 


„ Which was, and is, and is to come. 
«© And, when theſe Beaſts give glory and 


c honour and thanks to him that ſat on 
<« the throne, who liveth for ever and ever; 
„ the four and twenty elders fall down be- 
fore him that ſat no the throne, ſaying, 
6. Thou art worthy,” C O Lord, to receive 


66. Glory and Honour and Power, for thou 


e haſt created All Things, and for thy 


| 64 bleaſure "wy nite _ were created . 


* 
x 


ul is 100 appearance: [of 6 on ths 


| P of Heaven. And ſuch is the man- 


ner, in which the Holy Angels are day and 


night employed before it! At this awful 
Center (as it were) of Heaven, at this 
Holy of Holies above, at this glorious 


Shrine of the ever-adorable Godhead, will 


our Judge and Saviour probably preſent his 


redeemed ſervants, immediately on his 
carrying them into Heaven. There they 
3 you receive the a "ij of their Gon 


of [i N be Re 
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% - SERMON, K. 
and the applauſe. of their Creator. That 
approbatign will inſtantly begin an Exceſs 
of Bliſs to their Souls, And that applauſe 
will. inſtantly ſeal an ee of ht to 
, e | 


e a follow 3 thoſe rapture 
ous ſcenes of triumph, which are ſo fre- 
quently and fo livelily painted in the Book 
of Reyelations, and which are ſo very ani- 
mating to every pious Spirit. I beheld,” 
125 St. John, and lo] a great multitude, 

* whichnoman could number, ofall nations, 
cc and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
ſtood before the Throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
with Palms in their hands; and cried 
with a loud voice, ſaying, Salvation to 
our God which ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and unto the Lamb. And all the An- 
gels ſtood round about the Throne, and 
about the Elders and the Four Beaſts, 
and fell before-the Throne on their faces, 
and worſhipped Gop, ſaying, Amen, 
e Blefling and Glory and Wiſdom and 
8 1 and Honour and Power 


* 3 


8 8. 8 8 8 ® 2 8 CE? 


— 


«and Might 3 undo Gut Don for n 
„ and ever, Amen *. I heard, ſays 
St⸗ John in ancther place, „I heard 3 
< Joud voice ſaying in Heaven, Now is 
6e alyation and Strength, and the 
Kingdom of our Gop, and the Power 
4 of his Chriſt; for the Accuſer of our 
«© Brethren is caſt down, which aecuſed 
<< them before our Gop'day and night. 
„ And they overcame him by the blood of 
<« the Lamb and by the word of their tel 
1 timony. Therefore rejoice, ye Hea- 
* vens, and ye that dwell in them .“ 
4 And there were great voices in Heaven, 
« ſaying, The Kingdoms of che world are 
„ become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
“ of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever ' 
“ and ever. And the Four and Twenty 
% Elders, which ſat before Gop on their 
“ ſeats, fell upon their faces, and wor 
| 7 ſhiped 8 Gon, ſaying, a We giv CT. mee 
<< thanks, O Lord Gop Almighty, which 
* art, and waſt, and art to come, be- 
<* cauſe thay haſt taken to the thy. _ 


Rer. vii, e192 21. Yoon,” 


1568 Yo 8 E R MON X. 
ee power, and haſt reigned; and 
"6 wrath' hath come, and the time of 
<« the Dead that they ſhould be judged, 
* and that thou ſhouldeſt give reward unto 
«thy ſervants the Prophets, and to the 
4 Saints, and them that fear thy name, 
ce ſmall and great ... And they ſung 
<a new ſong, flags Thou art worthy 
; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
<< deemed us to Gop by thy blood out of 
< every kindred and tongue and people 
% and nation; and haſt made us unto our 
Go Kings and Prieſts; and we ſhall 
< reign” for ever. And I beheld, and 
6 heard the voice of many Angels round 
cc about the Throne and the Beaſts and the 
ce Elders; and the number of them was 
cc ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
«thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying with a 
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
& was flain to receive Power, and Riches, 
© and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Ho- 
4c nour, and Glory, and Bleffing. - And 
* wry creature which is in Heaven— 


* Rev, xi, TY FTE 
. heard | 


4 ME 1 ks Bleffing, and bid 
„ and Glory, and Power be unto him that 
* ſitteth on the Throne, and unto the 
"De for ever-and eber . , 006 a 


6. 


"I this burſt of 6 884 A bat 
Nw muſt the hearts of the Good all leap 
within them. Heaven breaks in upon 
their admiring ſouls in an overwhelming 
flood of rapture. And they feel their ſpi- 
rits rejoicing within them with ”T un- 
& ſpeakable and full of glory. 
then receive, we may ſuppoſe, their ſeveral 
and allotted habitations. In my Father's 
« Houſe,” ſays our Saviour, . are many 
<« manſions.” And from them they will 
4 go forth in their courſes, it ſeems, to offer 
up their prayers of thankſgiving, reſpect, 

and affection at the 5 of the Throne of 


Gov. 


| Revelations concerning the ſouls of Good 
Men made perfect, They are before the 
be 8 of Gon, and ſerve him * and 


- They 


«© They are,” ſays the Book of 


Rer. . 13. e „ 


night 


% 
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ght in his temple 8 unite 
with the W no doubt, in taking their 
turns of devout attendance, at. tl 
Peculiar, the Angelick Temple of Gans. 
and feel their refined ſpirits kindling into 
higher and higher degrees of happineſs, as 
they awfully tremble and adore there, And 
theſe acts of deyotion ſhed a ſtrong luſtre 
of joy, probably, over all the reſt of their 
time. They wind up their ſpirits to the 
higheſt pitch of tranſport, that even Hea- 
ven is capable of giving. And their fre- 
quent returns to the Throne become at 
once an exerciſe of duty to their Gon, and 
an inſtrument of happineſs to themſelves ; 
again renewing the ſlackened ſpring « of their 
ſpirits, and winding them up nt to _ 
former extales, 


Thus 8 thus actuated, they 
find themſelves happy beyond all that their 
warmeſt imaginations had before held out 
to them. cc 2 5 bath not Fa. ſays the 


1 N 


Scripture, << nor ear heard, neither bath 


0 
cc 
| « 


it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, the things that Gop hath 
prepared for them that love him.“ 


And, as we are more particularly tald in 
other Scriptures, * Gop ſhall wipe away 


all tears from their eyes —— they {hall 


cc 
ce 


hunger no more, neither thirſt any 


more; neither ſhall the Sun light on 


thew; nor any heat. There ſhall be no 
more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Cry- 
ing; neither ſhall there be any more 


Pain; for the former things are paſſed 


away a I heard,” ſays St. John, 
a great voice from Heaven, faying, Be- 


( hold, the Tabernacle of Gop is with 


men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they ſhall be his People; and God him- 


ſelf ſhall be with them, and be their 


Gop 4.” «© He that fitteth on the 


Throne ſhall dwell among them. 
"The Lamb,” alſo, © which is in the 
midſt of the That, ſhall feed them, 
and mall lead them unto OK: 3 


1 15 nene 4 and vii, 16. F xxl. 3. : 
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e of waters % And this | Evellaſting 
City of Gop, as we are alſo told, ſhall 
have © no need of the Sun, neither of the 
4 Moon, to ſhine in it; for the GLory 
„ oF THE LorRD ſhall lighten it, and 
ee the Lamb ſhall be the light thereof. 
« And the nations of them that are ſaved 

60 * ſhall walk in the 5 of i it ++" he 


— 


— x „ 


ch then is that Cy which, is held 
| forth to your faith here, and aſſured to your 
enjoyment hereafter! And is not this a 
prize worthy all your aims, all your efforts 
to obtain? Is it not a recompence vaſtly 
ſuperiour to all the trials and troubles of a 
religious life? ls it not a reward infinitely 
great and high, for all the little ſervices of 
religion we can perform on earth? Yes, 
certainly it is all this. And ſhall not Ye 
and I, then, determine by the Grace of 
Go to ſeize this glorious ſtake before us, 
and to ſecure this bright inheritance in 


8 Rer. vii, 1516. oF EE + xxi, 22224. 


. : | Heaven? 
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Heaven ? What, what ſhall keep us, my 


Brethren, from doing ſo? Shall the poor : 


temptations of a world, that can afford us 
no ſubſtantial comfort here, and would rob 
us of every joy hereafter? Shall the mean 
allurements of our ſenſes, thoſe low and 
inſignificant appendages of our nature ? 


Or ſhall the ſeducing arts of that wicked 


Archangel, who is for ever ruined himſelf, 


and tempts only to involve us in his ruin? 


Surely they ſhall not. They ſhall not, if 
we have one grain of regard- for our own 


intereſt, if we have one principle of under- 


ſtanding that is able to diſtinguiſh it, if 
we have one ſpark of ſpirit that is capable 
of purſuing it. Nothing leſs than Heaven 
ſhould be the exchange for Heaven. No- 
thing leſs than an intereſt as ſure, as ſub- 
ſtantial, as laſting, ſhould be accepted in 
lieu of it. And all that Earth can give, 
all that Senſe can afford, all that even the 
Fallen Angels can make us hope for, will 
be no more in the balance with what Gon 
hath prepared for us, than mere toys and 
0 — 5 the beads, the gewgaws, and the 


trinkets | 


EC — nn gs — — . + 
4 1 


j - 
8 r — 
8 r 2 > $.e——_ - 


CO EL LL ND Ra i eee ee en i eee te te eee ee ee „: ð 
- * ren r Tao; oe LEI. N 
fk — - FR A , * 5 . * 1 

1 — 
> - hs = monk — 
— N * 5 : 
b 5 * = — 


: 4 
7 11 
1 
3 4 
: 
K b 
s - * 
19 
1 6 
14 
w 
E b 
1 1 
1 [4 
i 
i 
4 
8 1 
1 9 
1 
3 . i 
= . . 
1 
TA 
= # 7 4 
N 
1a 
1 
ray 
x 1 9 
1 
4 
4 _ 
385 
: , 


"mn trinkets of An Idedt, accep 
bor Gold and Diamonds. 
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is awful truth may go to your 


1 hearts and to mine, I pray in the name 
d th ough the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our 
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AN now come 10 6 eth of aft 
I my difcourſes to you from this paſſage 
of Seripture. Aaßzuy muſt conchide in 4 
fſtigftful picture of horrour. The miſkries 
of Helf now lie before me. Theſe I am to 
deſcribe to you as clearly and as circum- 


ſtantfally as 1 cun. And à very unpleaſing 


taſk it is. The joys, the glories of Hea- 


ven the mind refts upon with pleaſure. But 
from the tetrours of Hell what Spirit is 
there that does not turn back with diſmay ? | 


— Yer the ſubject muſt be gone through, It 
is a neceſſary part of my whole ſcheme, 


| And the very terribleneſs of it will make it 


more —— uſeful. This will carry 


1 F 


4 4 nth einne u a, eee | 
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it with greater Gow. to Font kkerl This 
will leave it in a ſtronger impreſſion there. 
And this will cauſe it to go, with's a more 
_ and a more laſting influence, 2 8 | 


When the fearful ſolemnity of the Laſt 
Judgment is over with the Wieked, and 
they are condemned with their tempt- 
ers, the Devils, to their everlaſting reſi- 

dence in Hell; the Angels will then put 
the dreadful e in execution. The 
wretched numbers of. the Damned will be 
driven. like a flock. of ſheep before them, 
having the terms of their condemnation ſtill 
ſounding in their ears, having the preſence 
of their Condemner ſtill appearing before 
their eyes, and ſhuddering with conſtern- 
ation in every limb. They ftill hear his 
awful words, though no longer pronounced | 
by him. They ſtill ſee his | upbraiding 
looks, though he is now gone with his 
faithful children to Heaven. And they 

find themſelves driven haſtily to their place 


of condemnation, by the out-ſtretched arm 


2 | 2 of 
1 


pf hein v. ee. N bs ee 
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| - How ——— on dn ets 
eee muſt work upon their ſunken 


ſouls, we may conclude from the two de- 


ſcriptions, which I have already given of 
that appearance out of the Scriptures them- 


delves. A1 1 ſhall now add another from 


whole ſcene more freſhly before your 
22 I ſaw,” 1 In zam: ** . 


"i Ki down to the foot, and girt | 


& about the paps with a golden girdle. 


His head and his hairs were white like 


_ <<, wool, as white as ſnow; and his eyes 
<< were as a flame 
4 unto ſine ne 28 if they burned in a 


46 furnace; and his voice as the ſound of 


„ T > ft 


y waters. And out of his mouth 


4 eee a ſharp to- edged ſword, and his 
e countenance was as the ſun ſhineth in 


dis ftrength. And, when I ſaw him, I 


fell at his feet as dead *. How 


* Rev, i 1. 13:8. 


N ſtrongly 


177 


af fire, and his feet like 


r 


n 


4 4 1 * 
r 
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Qrongly muſt moſt of theſe circumſtances 5 
dwell upon the haunted ſouls of the Damned, 
as they are driven from the throne of con- 
demnation to the place of execution. They 
muſt {till ſee his Eyes” bent “ as a flame 
& of fire“ upon them. They muſt {ill 
hear his 4 Voice as the found of many 
waters in their ears. They muſt ſtill 
behold a ſharp-two-edged ſword' pro- 
ceeding © out of his Mouth, in the dire- 
ful ſentence pronounced upon them. And 
his countenance muſt be ſtill beaming be- 
fore them, as the fun em out in * 
bk een 8 1. ; 


| Phet ene thus EPR to go. other 
' width them, though abſent, and to atten 
them to their dreadful abode in the Deep. 
This lies ſomewhere on the outſide of the 
Creation, and below the deepeſt found- 
ations of thetearth; as much indeed be- 
low the earth in all probability, as the 
Heaven of Heavens is above it. Thus 
Hur Saviour calls it repeatedly “ the place 
tb of Quer Darkneſs * and St. Peter 


1 
* Mat, vill, 11. 


*. 8 ſays 


e Ne Ke? % 


Ae Gov caſt his r volted Angele 
. down to Hell . Thus a fire, we are 
told in Deuteronomy, . ſhall burn to the 
„ loweſt Hell .“ And the ſecrets of 
God's Providence, fays the Book of Job, 
“ are as high as Heaven, and deeper than 
«© Hell t.“ To this place, then, they are 
driven. They reach it. They ſee the 
gates, we may ſuppoſe, inſtantly fly open 
to admit them. And all the nature of this 
horrible dungeon burſts out at once upon 
their ſenſes. St. John ſaw the ſame ſcene 
in a viſion, and thus deſcribes it. % An 
Angel — opened the Bottomleſs Pit, and 

there arofe a ſmoke out of the Pit, As 
„ THESMOKE OF AGREAT FURNACE; and 
„ THE SU AND THE Am WERE DARK= 
4% ENED BY REASON" OF THE SMOKE OF 
„TER Pr f.“ The whole diſcloſed 
gulph appears b as a mighty furnace, 
and ſends forth a thick cloud of fire and 
ſmoke. And well may they all, therefore, 
turn IE: en with e _ waned 


* ii. xi. . 51 5 {+ expil.. 22. 
1 xi, 8. 8 8 8 8 9 2. 


N 


8 lake of fire . 


18 s E R MON. XI. 5 


at che heart- chilling ſight. But the ſtronger : 
terrours of their Judge are upon them. 
The Angels alſo puſh them on. And 

however | weeping, however ſtruggling, 9 
however ſhrieking,: they are driven into 
the mouth of the Flaming Furnace; and. 
8 in ee —_— eee nen 
| n 


4 N 10 aeg ee Angel. 
* come down from Heaven, having ; 
c“ Key of the Bottomleſs Pit, and a great 
„ chain, in his hand. And he laid hold 
£c him, and caſt him into the Bot- 
c tomleſs Pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a 
«©, ſeal upon him, that he ſhould deceiye 
c the nations no more. And the De. 
vil that deceived them was caſt into the 
* lake of fire and brimſtone. And 
<- whoſoever was not found written in the 
„ Book of Life was“ alſo. enen e 


* ter. xx. 7, 'Y o pond: 35 


„b 


— 
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zeader of that Angelick Band, which were 


commiſſioned to execute the ſentence of 
the Judge, and to carry the condemned 
The have now diſcharged their commiſ- 
ſion. They have, put theſe ſons an 


i catighters of perdition in their place af. 


torments. And the leading Angel wil 
now cloſe the. gates upon them. As theſe 
tura upon their hinges to ſhut them *. 5 


what à ſullen ſound of horrour muſt! ru: 
through all their ſouls! The gates turn. 
The gates ſhut. And then the Archangel 


applies his maſſey key to. the lock. I 


goes through all its wards. It drives faſt 


all its bolts. And the depths of Hell muſt 
; —— ta: NO: nd e ir fed 5 


a „ | 
72 J7 bs i 


' even all the Angels of - can diſſolve. | 
It carries the voice of their Almighty Judge 1 
e And: it ſtamps. an Eternity 
- Llp NJ i £5 


his Angel we may ſuppoſe to A | 


. d dae + A bs 
gates. That ſeal not all the combined 
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of r upon their 3 This 
done, we may ſuppoſe, he throws away the 
Key, as never more to be uſed, as never to 
unlock the Gates of Hell again. Never, 
never ſhall the ſound of its turning be heard | 


again there. Never, never ſhall it again 
bad _— = the wek⸗ en bolts Oe 


ee = Jn ers holds 0 chroug hot 


how whole men of . 


6 * 


be Anas vas now Jos the 150 
2 that was intruſted to them. They 


| .therefore return to Heaven, to enjoy ſcenes 
very different from theſe, and to be happy 


with their Brethren of Heaven, and with 


their Friends of Earth, in the ſight, in the 
miles, and in the happineſs, of Gop. 
| Meanwhile the children of miſery, whom 
they have left behind them in Hell, ente 3 
upon their everlaſting round of wretched 


neſs. And what they feared, what they 


ſaw, what they felt before, is greatly ex- 
-ceeded by their preſent afflictions. They 
are now in the midſt of that vaſt furnace, 
which opened upon them in a cloud of fire” 


& « : 
5 5 | and 
_— . 


Þ 


o + Death, TY . 1 


| that e, aan ie ee which! ee 5 
it forth upon them. And oh] what words 
can ſpeak, what pen deſcribe, or what 
heart conceive, hes = Digg” png en of 

eſe en Th EFF NOR 9 $0 


9 he Scripture. 1. Sa them. to our 


e in this manner. Caſt Ya” > 1 
Ds, our Saviour, the unprofitable ſer⸗ 1 

<«< yant-into Outer Darkneſs: there SHALL | 4 
« ps; WEEPING. AND GNASHING or 1 
„ Trera % It is better for thee,” 1 
- fays..our 1 in another place, eto KY 


enter into life maimed, than, having 
two hands, to go into Hell, Ido 


Ee rn ge: 25 


E S 0% wo. S ras — eee 25 - 


«©. FIRE THAT NEVER SHALL BE QUENCH+ I 
* ED, WHERE THEIR WORM: DIET 1 


„ NOT, AND THE FIRE Is NOT QUENCH= 3» 
4 ED. lt is better for thee to enter halt. In 
into life, than, having two feet, to be 
« caſt into Hell, Ix ro THE FIRE THAT 
4 NEVER SHALL BE QUENCHED, WHERE 

L THEIR WORM DIE TH NOT, AND THE 

Fx Is NOT eee It is bet- 


e F*** 1 
EFT 2 004 | e ter.  \ 


o 
. RM O 1 | 


| an enter into the King bm 


der wich one eye, than; having two 


' arvind wide, as they 


<< eyes, to be caſt into Hellfire; WIR 
en Worm DIETH NOT, AND THE- 


* Firs 1s NOT QUENCHED, For BVERY: 


e ONE SHALL BE SALTED WITH FIRE *.“ 


ey turn their frig 


eyes on every ſide, nothing but one vaſt 
hke of flames below, and nothing but one 
vaſt cloud of ſmoke above. A dreadful | 
te -blackneſs of darkneſs * reigris in every 
part, except that it is faintly Por e- 8 
by the pale reflection of the Ros And 
chis diſmal kind of gleam muſt ſerve only 
to make the darkneſs more dreadful, —— 
They therefore turn perhaps with ghaſtly 


eyes, and look at the companions of their 
ruin near them. They ſee them rolling 
their eyes about, in the | nd confouriding 


ſurvey of their Priſon-houſe. They ſex 
them turning to lock at them. And they 
receive additional} terrour from one 1 . 


5 other's R 


* 


' ' Mark is, 4349. * 4 Jute x i 
; * But 


55 
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[eo N82 47 it. 
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- neuer ven po 


5 ts 


8 bein en the 4 0 DIRE. 1 


Fett their mind ſuffers fun wort 
from 1 itſelf. There, there is © xa Worm 


„ THAT NEVER DIETH.” That immor- 
tal Spirit in their boſoms, which was de- 
ſigned for Heaven and Happineſs, and has 


been reduced | to miſery by her own ſottiſh- 


neſs only, now feels the dreadful reflection 
in ten thouſand ſtings within, - Heaven and 
. Happinets are loſt for ever. And Hell RE 
and Hoerour now infold them! on every : 


back 


* 


o. vr. e We 1 


; a > hey: kel i in eee — 
bodies now fitted for the firſt time to reſiſt 
wer gh be dur us 

Their dodies are hom as 
our Saviour declared they Moufd be, „ all 
Ce ALTE WITH FIRE; all fo tempered | 
alk 3 as to burn the more flercely, 
never to conſume. The flames 
| 410 Ln preying upon them, and : 
| putting them to the moſt exquiſite tor res. 
And they muſt lie for ever ſmarting and ; 
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88 il 9 and to the title Aer 


they den had-to the favour of Gen. But | 


this now ſerves only to increaſe their afflie- 
tion, to ſhewẽ them the difference of their 
preſent ſituation with what it might have 
been, and to plunge them ſtill deeper in 
woe. The hour of trial is paſt for ever. 
The favour of Gon is for ever forfeited. 
And the glorious light of Heaven is ſad- 
dened for ever into the darkneſs and diſmal- 
neſs of Hell. Many a longing look there- 
fore, many a weeping eye, do they throw 
back towards the Doors of their horrible 
dungeon. But +th6ſe doors alas! never 
more ſhall be opened to them. They are 
ruined beyond the reach of redemption. 
bey are wretched, even eee the e : 
8 ſibilities of Pe. 


1 1 
5 x - 4 
. of ; 
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= „ Tophet,”. Tank. Ifaiah of 3 plies, 
85 Tophet is ordained of old; yea it is 
\ * prepared; He hath made it deep and 
large; the pile thereof is Fire and much 
„ Wood; the Breath of the Lord, like 
$a dream of. Brimſtone, doth kindle 


4 it. 55 


3 
1 


1 it e Vea, tindle | 
it. The breath of the Lord will blow 
perpetually in. a ſtream of ſulphur, and keep 
it up in all its original fierceneſs of flam- 
ing. And they will have no reſt, nore- 
ſpite from its tormenting fury, throughout 
the circling ages of Eternity. When a 
thouſand years have gone over their heads, 
they ſhall ſeem. to themſelves to be juſt en- 


tering on their ſufferings..... And, When 


ten thouſand times ten thouſand. have 
equally gone, they ſhall know themſelves | 

to be as diſtant as ever from the concluſion 

of their ſorrows, Time cannot take off 
from the edge of them. They muſt for 
ever remember, that they might once have 
- been happy, as happy as Imagination can 
conceive, or God himſelf could make them. 
And they muſt for ever feel, that they arg 
now in the very FT and bitterneſs 
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The * deſolations er 1 bouts, 
therefore, muſt break from. them in loud 
lamentations and in dreadful Srosts. a 


n wee 2 2 „3 


" Hell 


Hell refounds with the melanchely eries. 
And that Place of Horrours 1. is even 
| _ en tae 9155 ue ene 


rags — ye are 5 
_ «to avoid. | And oy ye cannot be called 
upon too often. Ye cannot ſurely be 
prefſed too much to eſcape ſuch a dreadful 
and overwhelming ruin as this. And if 
any thing can rouſe you from the Sleep of 
i Sin, it muſt be ſuch” an opened view of | 
Bo terrour as the preſent. The ftouteſt breaſt 
| of the careleſs among you, muſt feel dif- 
may at the fight of it. And the braveſt 
heart of the wicked, among Jou, muſt be 
yet to ee and melt rn. wy feat. 0 
Pear then ;- but with a "godly fear, 
Heaven and Hell are before you. They 
Both invite your higheſt attention, and 
demand your decifive choice. The one 
Calls to you in the language of joy, and in 
the notes of rapture, to come and be happy 
for ever. The other cries out to you in a 
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ED n vitae at ain 
and in en of horrour; and bids you, 


gulph of torments. They Both unite in 
the ſame point of uſeful exhortation. Only 
Heaven lays faſt hold upon your affections 
and hopes. And Hel lays ſtill faſter hold 
upon your apprehenſions and terrours. The 
Voice of Heaven, therefore, may be ne- 
glected by the careleſs and the unthinking. 
But who, who can ſtop his ears to the 


Voice of Hell 7— Try, rene ; 


thou canſt. f 
thou canſt not do it. Thy blood ere 
has been ready to curdle within thee, whilſt 
the horrours of Hell have been laid barr 
before thee. Thou ſeeſt Hell opening her 
mouth wide to devour thee. Thou heareſt 


thou art thrown into an Agony of alarm, 
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* n And A mpel the 
become religiobs in thy own defence 
Then will theſe terrours ceaſe to brood * | 
darkneſs over thy ſoul. - Then will Hope, 
the gay daughter of religion, (enlighten thy 


mind and enliven thy ſpirits. And thoſe. 


fears, which drove thee to take ſhelter in 


religion, will gradually ſoften down into a 


ſatisfaction in its commands, and into an 
. enjoyment of its promiſes. —— But, if nei- 
| ther the proffer of Heaven nor the threat of 


Hell can influence thee, Heaven will be 


taken from thee for thy puniſhment, and 


Hell will be aſſigned to thee for thy tor- 
ment. Then that fear, which, could not 


ebe worked upon to make thee happy, will 


be moſt effectually wrought upon to render 


hee-miſerable. And, in the ſtriking lan- 
guage of the Book of Revelations, thou 
* ſhalt drink of the wine of the wrath of 


God, which is poured out without mix- 


4 ture into the cup of his indignation; 


. and thou ſhalt be tormented with fire 
4e and brimſtone——; and thou ſhalt have 
<< no reſt day-nor TOY aug: _ ſmoke of 


GS pie” thy 


this horrible place e our rags in order 


to keep us from falling 
for the kindneſs both now 2 
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